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Tothe Right VVorſhipfull our appro- 
ved Chriſtian friend, Miftrifle E 1.1 z a- 
| zETE WaLlTzkR of Wimbleton, Grace 
Mercie andPcace. 
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Ood Mifſtreſſe Warrzn, 
theplecnrifull fruites of your 
Chriſtian loue towards vs, : 
and many others,, doe nor 
onely binde vs to offer vp 
our Prayers and prayſes to - 
God for you in private, bur 
alſo to .giue ſome more ap- 
| arant teſtimonie of our vn- | 
2=<=—=>" fained thankefulnefle - vnto - 
jour ſelfe, as being a ſpeciall inſtrument of our good and 
comfort. | | 
Heretherefore we preſent vnto you this ſmall Treatiſe, 
notdoubting of your fauourable acceptance thereof,when 
our former V Vritings did onely pafle by you, yon alwayes. 
alledthemin, and ganethem kind entertainement, not 
onely in your Houſe, but in your heartzand therefore theſe 
now that come vnder your owne Name, andcaftthem- 
ſelues ypon your fauour, cannot bee vnwelcome. If your 


lucceſſe inReading, bee anſwerable to our deſire and pur- 
T 3 poſe 
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poiriingouthalo looſe your labour. A 

all thankefull as gs wen: = 
brat ou to the gracious 0 
God, beſceching him to make perfect that bo = 
- whichhechathingrearmercie nnein you, an | 
aboundantly to recompenceall yourkindaeſſe 

and goodneſleto his Servants, in multi- 
Siying his comfort and bleflings 
ypon you and yours 
for cuer. 


Your worſhips much bound andinth 
Lord to be commannaed. 
Ionn Dop and 
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| A Summarie of all Ne Dinrins col- 

_ IeRedontof the ſeuerall Verſes of  / 
theſe three Chapters. 


CHAP, 18. 
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he VERSE L 


'Do&. \ JE atſoentr any maa beſt loneth, that be will with 
-\ greateſt dilkgencs and pronidence labour for. 
8 Varſe IL - & bee poſſeſſed 
' Do. It ts the raote of a 1 man to bee poſſeſſe 
we ſelfe-liking , and wilfulneſſe in #6. Lark 4 
Verſe. .V.II.. .. 
'Y F Do. Evil words are moſt pernicious to thoſe that ſpeake them. 
A Verſe IX. 
'DoR. Aſoathfull perſon _— inthe flate of f ſpavd-rorife: 
> 


DoR. T by line in beft Gong that are moſt aſſured of Gods fanor. 
: etſe- XI11. 
DoR. Th that are 100 forward and haſty in ſpraking:, ave apt to 
| fdlano abjerd les, when they ſpeaks. hes 
7exſe. X I111. 
” Dot. I. No trouble or affiflion is tao heauiz for « cheereflither 
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| owt 2. The horrowr a terr con Fence , i a importabl 
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ot, 1. He thatwonld bewife to ſalnation , is 
ers and cares to Gods bly word, "oft "7h a 
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lowly behauionr, Verſe XXI1HHI, 
DoR. It « in.vaine for hm to expett conſtant kindneſſe fps 
thers, which i careleſſe to nes antics ts others. 
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'VERSE. 1. 
Do. Hey that bee ſmall and godly , are in better caſethes 
ſuch as be great and wicked, 
| Nm II. 
DoR. 1.41: hart altogether ignorant ,zs altogether corrupt & 
DoR. 2, _— raſh done, uc ill 3.4 EO 
Verſe 111. 
DoR. r. y mans hurt doth grow from his own ſnne & folh, 
.DoR. 2. 4 ions often make many wicked men the worſe. | 
Verſe T7 III 
DoR. Fleſbly men lone onely themſelues, vnder pretence of friend- 
ſhip to others. Verſe p pa 
DeR. x. Howſoener falſe witneſſes prenaile av ainſt others,s 
; be ſure to ſpeede ill jr vcd ra Ty A 4 ” 
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DoR. 'F* Tey that gine themſeclues to drunkenneſſe , dee call 
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WS 'DoR. 


h— — 


. Verſe p & % ANT . 
Do&. Ir i a landable vertne to be of a quiet Aipoſton, ad t04- 
wid contentions, © Verſe IIH. 

DoR. I. Light occafions will hinder careleſſe men from the deing 
ef neceſſary duties. . 

DoRt.z 2. He that will take his eaſe whey heought not , ſhall feele 
miſery when he would not. Verſe V. 

DoR. 1. Malicious men haue further reaches and plots i in their 
heads, then the world knoweth of, 

DoQt. 2. T herebe none ſo crafty, bit others may be as miſe to ſift 
them Verſe V..- © 

Dodt. The beſt works of vnfaithfull men be of no value with God. 
_ Verſe VII. 

DoR. 1. Whoſocuer 6 % fmcere & honeſt the-ſame-ts alſo nightoonis. 

DoR. 2. Faithfull Parents bane no cauſe to dread the go of 
their children after their deceaſe, 

| Verſe VIII. 
DoR. A vigilant Ruler ts a reftraint and terrour to Vicious ptr= 
Verſe IX. 

DoR. The beit ſhall haue corruptions and ſnneveleaving to them, 
ſolong as they line, Verſe XI. 

DoGt. It concerneth the young as well as the olde, to be religious, 
nd to line vertuonſly. Verſe XII. 

DoRt, Omnr members and ſenſes are the workmanſhip and aff of 


God, Verſe XIII. - 
\ DoR. The abuſe of lawfullthings is 77 Hot & hurtfull. 
Verſe X111 


Do. 1. The Lord doth take notice of yo the behauiour of men in 
their trafficking one with another. 
DoR. 2. Carnall men dirett not their | tongues ſo much to ſpeaks 
trmth, as to ſecke their owne aduantage. 
' Verſe XVI, 
DoR. They that raſhly caſt themſelues into debt, are not tho fruo- 
my to be dealt wh; as they that fall there-into through neceſsitie.. 
... Verde XVII © 
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, CHAPTER. XVIII. 


- , Verſe'r.: Fer his defire a man will ſceke [eparnting hins- 
folfe, and deale in exery matter. 


$] Or hu defire 4 man wil! ſeeks JEucry man will 
(} applic his minde and indeuourto get that 
q| which hee affeQeth , ſeparating himſelfe , a- 
uoidinga!lchelcts & impediments which 
arelike to croile his delire, and nil deals im 
exery matter, hee will attempt all ſuch cour- 
SP =yay_] (any (ciijc forthe accompliſhmenoof 


F 
diligence and prouidence labour for. X- _.- 

«That which the heare moſt wiſheth,, whether it be good or 
did;the tongue; hand and head, with all che other members,arc 
ady: to'procure; if Teremiceomplaited of the wicked 3 which 
&ligtired in'wickednetle: thatthey gaue themſelues to fraude 
nd Elhood,and tooke great pames redo wickedly, And Eſay com- 


, Þ tenderhehe godly,which ſcttheir mindes on godlineſſe;phat 
- I mb cheir ſoules, they deſired the Lord inthe night : and thetefore 


- I viththcir(piritswithinthem,they would ſeck himinthe mor- 
mo tg, -When Achab had apprchended an hope of gtoric and 
| - | I 3 bs , B 


wealth, - 


os anie man beſt loucth, that he will with greateſt | 


Reaſons. 
o 


| FTruitsof loue: they arccarcle(le, and flicnotfrom the baitesof 


PROV ER BS. 


_ - prophets to gjue 
Hicatah that 


princfpall care was tb p]eaf 
to his owneloule, and therefore herefolued, 
to walke in the lawes of the Lord, and toi baniſh from him 
all corfupt and pernicious companigqns. Away (faith he) ye 
micked ; for I wilt ketpe the commandements of my God. To which - 
examplesaſwcil ofthe ohic;asof theother, our textis verified, 
though in contraric manner.. For both theſe kings were 
inflamed with contrariedeſires, the one of his owne glorie, 
the other of the Lords: borh of them ſeparated themfelues, 
the one from good counſel, the other from bad': both of 
them praQiſed that which they: deemed belt for their turnes, 
the one contempt againſt Gods word,. the other obedience 
co it. v4 
Firſt, it is the nature. of loue, to.make men' indi 
and painefull to compalle that which they couct- for-th 
Gtisfying of their wills, as -appearcth, by generall experi 
ENCE. PSS +. 
Sccondly,they that be good, and delightin goodne;Tſhall 
be aſſiſted and direted by Gads holie ſpivit in godly proces 
dings : and they that be {infull and take pleaſure ii ſinned 
be driven forwards, and prompted:by the ſuggeſtions 
than in milchicuouspraGiiſes, 111 11116 9 308tth 
 ©onfutation ofthe colourable gloſſes whereby innurpets- 
ble guileſull profetſoursillude their owne ſoules, and deegiue 
the opinion of others. They thinke themſclucs.gealous farthe 
truth, and deſirous of aluation,butarc idle,and take no paines 
to purchaſe gracc: they are barren, and'bring not forth the 


finne, ' F Wy y \ 4} "IT L \ $35, 1 BUG 
The Teaudeſt companions are as acceptable" to, them 
as the honeſtcit Chriſtians : the moſt indoctions pd 
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kedeſt praQilcs arc plaicd, as where: e godlieſt: ſeruicesare 


iff-Rion, without ſhewing the ſame indeed, we might'be- 
keue ſuch men, . that they had'vpright'defire (for none are 


they faile- of ſeeking and: pang" exerciling, —_ 
hould make them ns; Jt pardon vs though 
ye conceive not {ſo well of RY when weſee rio! Ten beter celtis 
nonic of pictic inthem. 


Oy v A v.W OS" v7 oy Me 300 G8” RE IE 


\ Verſe, 2. A fooles noedbighted with keonledge, but in dione- 
rig his owne beart. FR, 


D 


Arg? a-wicked perfor deſtitute of grace and wiſedome, 
_ yet highly coniceited thereof, bath no delight in wnder- 
- is notdefirous to berrucly wife; and therefore 


Sn 


filedome; but in diſconering his owne heart, in ſhewing by 
yard and deed, that follieand naughtines which proceedeth 
Gt ofhis corrupt and wretched heart, nothing doth ſatisfie 
him,bue thitwhich is agreeableto his humours. 


a. 7" g_ 


Kin and wilfulnes in hisowne waics.” - 

allmen whom thepraphets had todeale with,chey molt 
qrtplaine ofthioſethat were of this diſpolition, and'noaman 
yas more troubled withthem,asitfeemeth than 7eremie. When 


which is the good way, and walks therein, and they ſhonld finde reſt ta. 
their ſoles, they ſaid, they would not walke therein, When he bid , 


bod by his meſſengers) chey ſaid, they would not take heed, When 
he admoniſhed them to retwrne exery one from his enill way, and 


"OWeA RI wuewaw 7s 


dſpleaſe them no more then the, wholeſomeſt Gs r] 
ons: they arc as well contented tobe preſent where the wic-. 


ormed.. Ifthe ſcate of fouewereint e mouth, 'andnotin' © 
the heart, iffaying in word were fufficientto declare a found .. 


noreforward to brag and boaſtthercof then they) butſithens 


Corr as little the mcancs whereby he 1 may attaine to- 
Ct is the note of a (infull man to be polkeiled: with ſelfe- DoX. 


nthename of the Lord he willed them to inquire of the old way - 


them take heede ro the ſound of the trumpet, (that is the word of ler. 6.16a3 


wake their waies, and their workes good, they ſaid deſperately, furely 
* B 2 we. 


i Ll 


4 PROVERBS. , 
"12. We will walks after our owne ina7inations and dee enery man afterilie 
OY ffubbornnes of his wicked A, And was that gooddealing with 
him ine£gipe, when they cold him exprelely, thatthe word 
ker.44.16.19- which he had ſpoken in the name of the. L1rd,- they-wanld not bearogt 
' . of him, bat would-dee what/oencr thing went -gnt 'of their: 'mng 
wornth, ot; mat cy Sh ninth , Tis 
Reaſons. Firit,caraall reaſon,anJ worldly wiſedome;are of great forge 
x andeſtimationwiththcm, andtheſe arc camitic torhe coun- 
ſcls of Godandthe goynſels of Gadare fooliſhnes:tothem..s; 
. -: Secondly, the lutts.of the lchh docruleand raignc in their 
ſoules and members, they arewholy led with ſenlualitie 3 and 
what can they reliſh which (auoureth of the ſpirit 2-and what 
will not delight them,thacis (infulland ſenſuall ? 

Thirdly, pride continually aboundeth in their hearts, they 
arc or / rmen thereof;and overflowertwith'it, ſo tharall y60d 
counſcll ginen vnto them, they reic as coritemptible, bit 

their owne wills and deviſes, they follow as diuine and admire 
ble. Their wittes arc ſo freſh, their knowledgeſo deepe;ithe 
ſpeeches ſo wiſe, and their ations ſo.-well ordered, as thats 
thing is well,cither done, or ſaid, or thought of, whichis con- 
traric to their courſes. +1111 26 oa 
Inſtruction not to like of vnderſtanding or inftructionghe 


worle, becauſe ſo many doc like of it no better: for we know 
that the greateſt number dottyneuer conli(t of the wiſcſt men, 
but of the worldlicſt. And what chough the whole-bande 
Sathans ſubic&s ſhould with open mouth exclaime anderie 
out vpon wiſedome ? It is enough for her duepraife, andour 
imitation,that ſhe i in#Fified sf ber awne childrev. Who hath belee- 
wed oxr report, ſaith the prophet //ay? and yet bletled werethey 
that did belcuce it,though neuer fo fewe z and curſed werethey 
__l gaue no credit to it,although there were many millions of 
them, | | | 


| Conuiction of all pcrucrſe and obſtinate perſons, which be 
weddedto their willes, and of euery one whichtaketh pleafure 
in finnc,that naughtines hath placc in his heart, But who told 
vs whatis in their minds and affeQiions, what they beit laue 
and like of ? Shall we be iudges of theis conſeiences? They tell 
| | aig 
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word and deed which way their heart is inclined, their 
kaud and licentious exerciſes bewray and difcouer theirin- 

ward cortuptions. Who hearcth not their tongues fay that 

they are vnchaſtly minded,when their lipps be viually talking 

impurcly'? docth not luſt and leaudneile iddue out of their 

mouths? And will not immodeſt and wanton behauiour and 

dalliances declare as much to mens eyes ? Who ſecth not a co- 

vetous affection ſhewing forth it ſelfe by greedie ſecking of 
giac,and com noditie ? And Joeth not ambition,and infolen- 

cic, and gariſhnes, teſtific againſt proud perſons to their faces ? 

$odocriot, vnthriftines, and voluptuous living, perpetually 

cy out vpon Epicuresand bellic-gods, 

Conſolation for them that ſtriueto bring their wills in ſub- 
ietion to Gods wiſedome, and imbrace inſtruction, and as 
much asthey can,doe mortific theirinordinate affeRivns:the 
ſpirit of God inditeth them notoffally, butthe Lords owne 
teſtimonic conſequently clearcth them of that contumacious 
obſtinacie whereof the wickedare convicted. .- 


"Verſ.z. Whenthewickedcommeth, then cometh comemps, and 


' with the vile man.reproach. 


wicked, & waxcth ſinfull, chen commerh contempt, diſho- 
nour and infamie follow faſt after him, . his credit is 
growing into a conſumption, how great and many mcancs 
{ocuer he hath to vphold it : aud with the wile man yepr ouch, he 
thatis vicious,and by ill doing deſerueth ſhame, ſhall be ſure to 


\WAVg Hen the wicked commeth,? when any man becommeth 


hauc ſhame and reproach his companions: if men dare.not 
ſpcake contemptuoully to him, yet they will talke contempti- 
bly ofhim, or though they ſhould be afraid to cenſure him in 
thcir words, yet they will be bold to deſpiſe him in their 
mindcs.Scechap.11.2.& 13.18, 141 SANE 

Verſ.q. The words of wex:ellent mms month, are us deeye wA- 
ters,the welſpring of wiſedome,ts a8 a flowing rixer. —_ 

H; words,Jthe wholeſdine and fruitfull ſpeechexgef av excet- | 


® leg mans wowth uttered by godly men, andſuchasfearethe 
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| Plahtee;- 


Lord: fortothera doth the holic Ghoſt youchfafcthe ti of 
excellencie: as when Dauidfaithin the Plalms, Hy goodnes ex. 
tendeth ro the Saints that are in the earth,and to the excellent.) Arid 


when Salomon (aith in this booke,7 he righteous 8 more excellom 


_ thenby neighbonr, They are as deepe waters, plentifull andcopj- 


Provis-26. 


ous, ſuch as faile not, nor can be drawne drie GER The i 
Well-ffring of wiſedome is like a flowing riner , their hearts feede 
CON, , andtherequt, wiſe, holie ,and fruitefull words 
floweabundantly, as a vehement fireame boyleth outof a rich 
Fountaine. Sce Chapt, 10.21. 169 


Vetſe 5. Toaccept of the perſen of the wicked ic not yood,to miar« 
throw the infl mani indgenent. 


accept of the perſon of the wicked]to free him from puniſh. 
- ment,ortoſhewhim fauourina bad matter, for his power, 
parentage, kindred, friendes, witte, wealth, gifts, acquain« 
tance, or to regard aniething inhim, withoutthe cauſe; iz wwe 
£ood, t ut dangerous and hurtfull, it will draw downe the iudge« 
ments of God vpon thoſe Magiſtrates, or perſons whatſocuer,. 
which vſe ſuch parcialitic : and he ſpeaketh in this mannerybe- 
cauſe there is aſhewe of wiſdame,and policic,for py fcty 
by gratifying of them, in reſpe@ of the bribes which they wi 
giue to have their turnes ſcrucd,, and the miſchicfc whichthey 
will worketothoſethatproccedeſcuercly againſt themyro own 
throw theinſ{ wanin indgement, this is the cffcA, that commons 


-lic infucth-vpon the favor that is ſhewed to the wicked, andm- 


keththe ſinne double: Info much as vnrighteous malefaftons - 
are ſpared, ſo much the harmlefſeand innocentarc opprelſed; 
that hand which lifteth vp him, whom it ought to beat downe 
will beate downehim, whome it oughtto liftevp, Eithero 
theſe were great offences alone, but verie grieuons when they 
arc both conioyned together. It was a foule faultto ſeeke the 
rclcaſe of Barrabas,whichhad deſcrued to die, but tohauc him. 
delivetcd, that Chriſt might be crucified, was intollerable wic- 
kednes; andyet itwould haue bene more notoriousand dete-, 
ſtable, if Chrift had bin condemned to die,by the praftiſcand 
> 3 pct- 
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ſwaſionof Barraibac, which thing ſometimes befalleth the 
membersof: Chriſt, by th'inſigation ofthe ſwcce(lours of Zr 
rabbas. The Shechemites aducntured todec that which is here 
condemned, and thereforethey fcltthe penaltic which here is 
threatned: they would ſet vp Abimetech ro be king, becaufe he = 
was of their bloud, and ſuc the other. ſonnes of G:deon for his 


| ke, and athisrequelt, but in the end they. found & not good to 


accept of the perſon of the wicked ; and to oerthrowe the wit : for 18-945: 


- theyand their Gittie weredeſtroycd, for taking part with their 


wicked kinſman., and offcring violence to the righteouschil- 
dren of Gideon. Sec Chap. 17. verſe 15, 


verſes. 4 fooles lippes come with fliife , and bis month calleth 


for ſtripes. | | 
Verſe py. Thementh of a foole is bis owne deftruttion , and his 
lppes are a ſnare for his ſonle..- 13 0). Inxs dt 
A Fooles lippes come with ftrife, Jthe wicked talke of a graceles 
Atfook., his rayling, (landering,lying, backbyting, challen- 
- ges, comparings, png gyriding , doe asdircalic 


 tendetoquarrels, or brablings,as if they had Iegges to goe vn- 


to contention : which is cſpecially'to be vader{tood of them 

that be froward,, proude, giuen to ſcoffing, and others of like 

nature & diſpolition : and his menth calleth for ſtripes, the words- 

ofhis mouthdo prouokc,and cucn.callfor blowes,and I paniſhy | 

nents, by his defire vpon others, but by deſert and effeRt vp- 

on himiſclfe. . The mouth of a foole ts bus owne deſirudtion, higyvn- = * 
aduiſed and-intemperate ſpeeches-bringhis owne ouerthrow, | 


nd his lippes ave for his ſoule , that matter which his lippes doe 


maliciouſlicorraſhlicvtrer, is an occalion and meanesto in--. _ 
trappehim ,.cothe hazard of his ſtate; life} and faluation, -... 

C Evill words are moſt pernicioustothole that ſpeake them... DoF. 

* Fecleſraftes affirmeth, that the lippes of a foole denowre himſelfe. © 

And in the twelfth Chapter of this booke , the'cuill: man is.- Eccl.1o.12, 
ſide ro be enſnared by the wickedneſſe of his lippes 5 and, divers FJ4m:3.6- 


| fuch ſayings are to befound in the former Chapters ,' which. Proug 2413 
vere verified in Dory, in Haman, and Dawelsaducrfaries;whoſe, 5557 


tongues 
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tongueewere ſharpe and keene, tocuttheir ownethroateS; bug - 
bluated by the good hand of God, thae they could -nothurt 
his ſcruants, whotne they trooke at with their bitter acculati. 
Ons. | EO 
Firſt, the tongue is an edge toole, and requireth the skill of 
wiſcdome, and the ſtrength of grace to handle it. If it bewell 
managed, it is a weapon defenſive, if otherwiſe, it is as nth 
offealiuc to him that 'abuſeth it , who cucr holdeththe poke 
andedge in his owne hands, & ſmitcthat others with thehj 
- Secondly, the Lord iswonttorcnder ſuch men their owne = 
meaſure,and maketh them fall into the pirtes, which withtheir 
harmefull tongues they haue digged for their brethren. They 
which by lying and traducing would defame others, by theif. 
coucric of their liues are made infamous themſclues ,anday 
they would have hurt thereby the (tate of them whomethey 
falflic accuſed, ſo their owne ſtates are impaired by aRtionsand 
ſuites ariſing vpon their ſlaunders. So it falleth out with fierce 
and furious fellowes, and gibing-matcs, and challengers, that 
ſeeking either the diſgrace or blood of their neighbours, they 
recciue contempt and wounds to themſclues. And ſo ſpecde 
conſpirators andtraitcrous people, they maligne thelifeofthe 
Prince, and peace of the Countrey,, and therefore doe prattiſe 
the ruine of both, but ie pleaſeth God to make both to (tand, 
and manic of them to fall, and letthe reſt beware , that they 
drink not ofthe ſame cup with them,a[though for a timc,they 
be too much fauoured. Var e:0191N 
Thirdly, it is iuſt and righteous with the Lord,to call all vn 
godly men to accounts before his iudgementsfeate , not onely 
for their wicked workcs,but ſinfull words: yea, for exerie idly 
word, as our Saviour forctelleth,& then they ſhall findetorheir 
endlefſc woe , this Scripture te be fulfilled ; that: rhe monthof a 
' foole is his owne deftyutlion, and his lippes ave « ſnare for hu ſoule, © 
Admonition,to be more afraid of ſpcaking linfully, then of 
all thatfinfall men can ſpeak againſt vs, becauſe theycan one+ 
- Ty attempttherebyto hurtvs,if wee be vpright with the Lord; 
and hee wilthide ve-from the ſcourge of their tongues, that 
thoughthey blame vs for a time, yet they ſhall A” 


| EE = ” , 
" i689. 


| forcuer : though they worke ourtrouble, or death, as they 

did Naboths,yetnot our deſtruQion,as they could not doe his: 

. burtheirowneeuil tongues will effet miſchicfe againſt them. 

 ſelues, for puniſhment of bodie, and perdition of ſoule,for c- 
yer, Then if thou wouldeſt rule thy tongue better, that it draw 

thee not intoſuchdangers,thou muſt not ſuffer ſinnetoraigne 
inthy life, nortorule inthy heart, which will commaund thy 
mouth, and oucrrule thy tongue: and the Lord by his righte- 
ous prouidence doth manie times giuc them ouerto the follic 
and violence of thcir lippes, to their ſhame and mileric, which 
will not be guided by thewiſcdomeand vertue of bz lippes, to 
thcir gloric and happines, | 


| Verſe 8. Thewords of thetale-bearer are as ftroakes , and the 
goe downe into the inward parts of the bellie. ay 


He words of the tale-bearerJthe malicious accuſatios which 
. 4 whiſpercrs doe ſecretly mutteragainſt men behinde their 

backes, are as ſtroakes , as wounds that arc giuen by wea- 
pons: they doe them as much hurt by ſeeking their infamic,or 
troublc, or by alienating the mindes, and good opinions of 


their friendes and neighbours from them, as if they had ſmit= : 


ten them witha fword , and they goe downe into the inward parts of 

. thebelly: they are likeyntodartes, wherewith men are dange- 

rouſlic wounded, piercing (as it were) into theveric intrailes. 
Scc Chapt. 12, verſe 18. 


Verſe 9. Euen he that is neghgent in his buſieſſe, ts a brother 
104 waſter. was | 


[FE that carricth himſclfe Nothfullic inthe works of his cal- 
&-4ling, being withoutalf care and indeuourto ſet forwards 
his affaircs,ss brother to awaſter is like to himthar prodi- 
pally waſteth his ſubſtance, as if he were his owne brother, and 
fall as certainely, thoughit may be, not fo ſpeedily, come to 
pouertic,as-hee.. nas | 

qe A ſlothfull perſon, ſtandeth in the ate of an vnthrife. 
| or Though 


Reaſe 
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Though there be ſome difference in. the manner, and de. 
rees of their lining, yetthe holic Ghoſt condemneth them 
both tobe finfull : and though they walke in diuers pathes, 
yet.they meete together at the laſt in milcric and wretched- 
netſe, anſwereable to. the meaſure of their misbehauiour and 
rechlcines. | 
Firſt; they that are too backward to ſcrue the Lord infruit. 
full labour,arc lightly too forwardes, to ſcruc the fleth in fruits 
leiſe ſenfualitic : and foas remille and idle Droancs , they de> 
youre much more, then the moſt laborious and painefull 
Bees. 5 VE 
Secondly, all is fpoyled whatſocuer they ſpend, that which 
they catc,and drinke, and weare, is-none of theirs, by warrant, 
to their hearts from God,though they hauc a civil title tothe 


' ame, they dealcelike beaſts,thatbreake into mens fieldes, and 


cate vp the Corne and gratlc, that is. not allowed vnto them; 


'£.Thel. 312, and therefore the-Apoſtlc admoniſheth fuch to. mor ke with qui» 


$- 


etwes, and eate their anne bread. WE | 
Thirdly, penuric and want is threatned vnto them , andexe. 

cuted ypcnthem,and foarc they whipped with the ſame rodde 

wherewith waſtcrs arc ſcourged. Hee thatdoweth paſtime ({ayth 


Prou,21. I7: hee, of the ſpend-thrift.) oa/{ be apoore man : and hee that loneth” 


Prou.34-34- 


4» 


Tph.4. 28. 


$o 
kecd, 19.8, 


ole and wine. ſhall nat berich. And thy poxertie, ( laith hec, tothe 
ſlothfull) commerh as one that tranaileth by the way,it maketh haſt 
as a. Poaſt, or ſwift pailcnger, and thy xeceſſitie like an armed man, 
with force and violence ynreliſtably, .5 
Fourthlie, they arc ſcldome patient of pouertic , though 
often opprefſcd with it:. and theretore,they.groweintheend, 
to lying , and ſhifting, to falſhood and flching, andall man- 
ner of indiret courſes. Which appearcth by the precept of 
the Apoſtle :. Let him that fbole, fteale no more : but rarbty ttt 
hins Jabony wtth his bands, the thing which is gooa, that he mayhans 
fo giue:onto him that needeth. eo 
Fiftlic., great hwrt is. done, and much redoundeth tothe | 
publike ſtate by their badde husbandrie, Ry ſlothfidlveſſe ;, the 
reofes of their houſes goe to decay , ( as the wile-man tcltificrh,) 


x F; A ' 
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and by the idleneſſe of their handes, their houſes droppe thorough. 
Their mounds and foxe wales are broken downe, and their fielder prov.s 001 
are oxergrowne with thornes and nettles : by meancy whereof, "2 


thoſe habitations arc ruinated , and groundes become barren 

which peraduenture waſters would haue ſolde, and thrifty men 

_ bought, (or purchaſed) before they came toſuch deſo- 
tion, 

Inſtruction for men to informe themſclues what bulineſle 
God hath called them vnto, and what is their worke, that they 
may therein ſhewe their diligence. | [2-1 

Eucry man ,of cucry degree, as well rich as poore, as well 
mightic as meanc, as well noble as baſe, muſt knowe that hee 
is borne for ſome imployment tothe good of his brethren, 
if hee will acknowledge himſclfero be a member, and. not an 
vicer in the bodie-of mankinde. | ; | 


Bur if Joucand dutic to men,be not of force enough to pet- 


| ſwade thee to beſtowe thy time vicfully,let prouidence,and the 
regard of thine owne eſtate preuaile with thee, that having lit- 
tle, thou mayeſt get more: or hauing much, thou maycſt pre- 
 ſeruethat whichthou potſcileſt. Or if thou takeſt notthat 
for a ſufficient motiuc, to induce thee to labour, yet ſtand in 
2wc of God, and deſpiſe not his will & ordinance, who hath<n- 


ioyned Adzmandall 4d: poltcritic, yetin his loynes,to get Genz.190 


their bread in the ſweate of their faces. 
-  Andifcontemptuoully, they will needs deuoure it, without 
anic trauaile or good vocation , they bite at a bayte vpon an 
hooke, they ſhalſ be ſure to ſwallowe downe his curſe there- 
with, Scc this point and vic morclargely handeled, Chap- 
tr, 10. 4. | 


Verſe 10. The name of the Lordisaflrang Tower : the righte- 


P09 runneth to it, and 5s exalted, 


He Name of the Lord his _ ws > with his wightic 
h wer,and faithfulnes towards his pcople,ss a ſtrong Tow- 
jon ave or Caltlc of defence is, for the ſafetic of them 


that arc within it:ſo he preſeructh his from the violEceof their 
C2 aducr- 


% 
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aduerſaries , that woulddeſtroy or hurt them : the righteous, ” 
ſuchas be iuſt, and godlic, and fcare him, runne v=to it, depend . 
vpon him, and by prayer, and confidence,commit themſclues - 
to his proteion,againſt Satan,finne, damnation,and all man. - 
ner of daungers both of ſoule and bodic, and are exalted ;fo- 
keptfrom the rage of troubles, and the reach of their enemicg, | 
as if they were taken vp intoan high Turret, or (ct in ſome 
lace aloft, which nocnemie could cither vndermine, oraſ- 
bk, or ſhoote ypvnto. | , 
q They liuc in beſt ſafetie.,, thataremoſt aſſured of Gods fa» 
uour. 

Hisname here is oppoſed, and ſet againſt all carthly muniti- 
ons, whether of wealth, authoritic, armour, armies, friendes, 
holds,or whatſocuer clſe men take to be fences for them. This 
cauſcth-him to ſpeake ſo comfortablic to his /ae/, the whole 


Deus, 333 37+ bodic of his people, ſaying :: The Eternall God is thy refuge,and 


Plal:g1. 
Reaſo Ons: 
Fg 


2 


wmder his armes thou artfor ener : hee ſhall caſt out the enemie befare 
thee, and will [ay , deſtroy them, And this cauſcth his. 1/-ael, his 
ſcruants, and faithfull ones, to glorie ſo confidentlie in his 
goodnecs,, ſaying : / will ſay wnto the Lord, 6 mine hope , and my 
fortreſſe: hee a my God, in himwill I traſt. -:142} knee 

Firſt, hee is not onely mightic, but Al-mightic, and onely 
I cuen the Lord of might and power : and the ſtron-- 
geſt creatures hauc but a limited ſtrength, and thatthey hold, 
andexcrciſc, but at his will, and during his plcaſure. 

Secondly, hee is. a refuge againſt one cuill, aſwell aan 0+ 
ther, or againſtcucry one, as anic :: the ſtrength of Caltiescan 
keepcout men, and their violence, (though by treaſon ſome- 
timcsthey may haucalſo entrance thereinto)yet famine,peſti- 
lence, mortalitic, ſinfulnes, death, and the diucll , cannot be- 
kept out: butour God is a defence againſt alttheſe, tharnone 
of them ſhall be hurtfull ynto vs, whenſocucr we ſhall be belie- 


- gedbythem. 


Inſtrution todgclare our (clues righteous, and enioy the 
prerogatiue of rightcouſnes,in ſecking helpeat Gods hand, a- 
gainſtall our troubles & dangers.Our caſtle is cucry where:the 
gatc therof is alwaycs open for fricnds,& ſhut againſt enemies 


| Yd þ Parſy mr. 


impediment to hinder vs from it : no bodily weakenes'tan 
diſable vs of it, This iourney maybe yndertakenat midnight 


afivcll as at noone, and we may runneapace as we lit in our. 
houſes, and lie in our beds, and the feebleſt cripple, may ' 
make as good ſpeed av the: ſwifteſt footeman:: onely let-vs 
not make our hearts lame, or our waies. ynpaſſcable, by-infi- 
ddlitic, vaine confidence, .orcuill conuerſation, with guiltines ' 


ofconſcience, Faith, and faithfull behauiour, pur agilitic into 
the ſoule, and make pallage for itvnto Gods preſence, with» 
out interruption. PRE FCAT acts 


This ſcructh: alſotoreproue their follic, and to conuince 2 


them of vnrighteouſnes,- which dare not commit themſclucs 
tothe name of the Lord for their ſuccour, leſt it ſhould be. bat- 
tered, and beaten *downe vpen their: heads, and*therefore 
flic to ſuch fortrelſes as arc founded meerely vpon their 
owne fancies. How many doe make thefleſtitheir arme, for 
things concerning their bodies, and this-preſent life, as is the 
cultome of worldlings ? And how many doctruft in lying va- 
hities, asidols, the _ of the dead, and/praicrsto 7 | 


for them-when themſelues ire dead; in the-behalfe'of thieir- 


foules, in the life to'come, 'as is theprattiſe of papitlts ? is 


point, and other materiall vſcs thercof-in the ninth chapter,, 


it verſe, and third dotrine.. | 
'Verſe. 12. The ſubitanceof the rich nan,isas itwere his ſtrong. 
(tie, end as a high wall in his imagination.” 


ew former ſentence -was. declared wherein-rhe godly- 
lecke for ſafctic, and finde it, andthatis inthe name. of the 
Lord : and in this, whercin- the wicked, eſpecially: being. 


wealthy, preſiiineofdeferice, burffaile of it, and thatigintheir 
goed and polleſſions. For? they ſeeme « frong 'citie, Which. 


no dangers can vanquiſh,” atid a»highwall, that no miſcric can. 
ſale and'climbe over: but ll is-in-their-owne imagination 


\ and nothing in'truth: forthey areweakeand:lowe, and vtterly 
yoid of power againſt avy a” calamities;Seechap.20.t5; 


| PROVERBS. 23 
no time is voſcaſonable to repaire vnto it : no place is an. 


3 Before: 
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- Verſe 12. Before deftruftionthe beart of a man is haughtic,and 
befere glorie goeth lowlineſſe. - © | 


B Efere deftrut5onJbcfore ſume gricuous.calamitic, whereby 
| aman-is as it were broken in-peeces {as che word impor. 

teth) with mſcrie, ſorrow, or ſhame, the heart is banghtee, 
the minde ispufe vp withſelfc-liking, and ſo groweth(equre, 
andcarcles, and before glorie goeth lowlines, when a man is bums 
blein his owneeyes, andthinketh baſcly of himſclfe, andre, 
uerently of others, and ſubmitteth himſclte to Gods hand, 
to beare willingly whatfocucr he ſhall impoſe vpon him, heis 
in the way to truc honour, if he be not aduanced to prefer« 
ment, yet he ſhall be refreſhed with comfort, and inriched 
with graces. Scechap.13-2.4nd16.v.18.13.. 1:16 A 


Verſe.13. He thatauſwor@b a matter before he hath bearditgitl 
afolke and a ſhame to him, woihad aaabic 


T0 make anſwere, or replieto aſpecch, or at all to {peake 
: | ofany mater, ye haththroughly beard, and 
'®.. fallic informed himſelfe thercin,isa raſh and indiſcreete 
part, and the cuill conſcquenes chercof, cannot but redound 
much to his diſcredit. EIT "+ 
« They thatare too forward and haſtic in ſpeaking, arcaptto 
fall into ablurdities-whentheyſpeake.. V- 
Feflu ſhewed himſclfe ſcarce ſobcr, and inhis rightminde, 
when he interrupted Pax! ſo rudely in that his diuine oration, 
andcharged himto be beſide himſclfe.. And itis noted asone 
of the faules wherewith Dawg was blemiſhed, that vpon Zibs 
his bareaccufation, he paiſed away Aſephiboſherbs maintenance 
fron him, bcforc_/ephiboſheth was brought to his an[were, * 
But the juſtice and -wiſedome- of our .Lord Ieſie Chriſt, is 
praiſed) by way of prophecic for, a contraric. courſe in his 
proceedings. For ſo much doth E/y teſtific, when he bith, 
that che ſpirit of the Lord. ſpall reft wpon him: the ſpirit of miſe- 
dome; andunder ſtanding, the ſpirit of connſell, and fraugth, al” 
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of knowledge, andof the frare of the Lord, and ſhall neake bim pro- 


orts) but with righteouſnes ſhall he mage the poove. 


, , 


and: certaintie, 'which can. neucr'be attained: vnto, by. meere 
conieares: (becauſe falſchapd: atthe firſt glance ſeemeth to 


"Firſt; hethat will-deale wiſely; mult worke, by knowledge Reaſons. 
4 


carriethe colour of truth) bur by: manifeſt intormation and. 


oofe, whereby the equitic of cucrycayſcis tobe made appa- 
gntand cofdant; ff hits fd fans bowor gc: | 
© Secondly; they thataregiuentobeſudilaine viththeir lips, 
before that matters be duely ripened totheir cares, doc many. 
times ſuddainely more hurt tothemſclues and, otherg,.. then 
afterwards they can welt heale-againe with their moſt mature 
deliberation. It:isnot-ſo calle to recauer the credit: of wile- 
dome, truth and-equities as to-incurrethe cenſure of follic, 
filſchood, and iniquitie, /Neither can we ſo ſooncretratmens 
mindes froman hard opinion of thoſe perſons,or cauſcg,which 
wevniuſtly deprauc, as we can iniuriouſly induce then toan 
euill perſwaſion thereof. tis 91aortrect 
Reproofe of diuersthathauc nimble and lighttongues,and 
can readily ſay whatſocucr commeth intotheir minde;; which 
doe greatly delight ro babble and reaſon,. though that which 
they pronounce beEvaine and friuolous, yeadiucrstimeserro- 
pious, vngodly, and wicked. | And yctareſo preft and readie 
toſpeake; that they cannot ſuffer another toend histale, yea 
hardly ro-beginne it,. who notwithſtanding expe applauſe 
and:commendation forthcir great wiſcdome and iudgement, 


But-if theſe be wife, chen Sa/omon: was very-lillic in-condeme © 


ning their courſe z ant}'if Sa/omon were inducd with knows- 
Te&ge and vndetſtanding; theſe: may- worthily be. reputed 
Poles withoutiudgement; - : hci ng nm ts 14 
And to pale 'by chem that: take 'aduantage at a- clauſe 
ofa ſaying, and appichend not the ſentence, or ſtumble at 
words, gr y5s name ems asthe malicious cauillers 

nce betweene the temple of Chriſt his 


dent in the feare of the Lord ; for he” ſhall not iwdge after the freht of 
bigeyes (that-is, by fuperficiall and Night ſhewes) neither re- 
prox: by hearing of his eares, (thatis, by hcarc-ſay, and flying re- 


bodic, 
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bodie, and the temple of ſtone) they are hereby cantroll, 
and that ſharpely, which peake exill, as Peterſaith, Frhe thine 
which they know not + and ſo much more they- which. nut onely 
ſpcake cuill, but paſle a ſentence of condemnation: which are 
. not onely headie to condemne, but allo. haſtic to infli& py. 
' niſhment vpon their innecent vnderlings.. So dealt i Pafbur 
with /eremie,and Anarias with Pan/: but fo would not gb deale 
_ with his people, though efhis owne familic, though bond. 
men, though handmaides,though neuer ſo meane and abied; 
hearing they ſhould hauc, and iuſtice they ſhould findez if 
their cauſe proucd good, their intreatic ſhould nat be bad, _ -. 
ns — precept —— m_ 
moniſheth cucry man to ft to heave, to .'E 
_ that is anoſtcalkatiye and cy at obicR, .is mo ——_— 
tentiuc, and negligent to'lcearne:and he that is molt (ilent, 
.  wyntill itbe timeto ſpeake, will like Z/bs in the booke of Jo, 
| bebeft able to ſpeake to the purpoſe, when. time requireth, 
By ſuch ſhall a good cauſe bewell maintained, falſchoodand 
erroursdiſcouercd, the truth juſtified, the companie cdified, 


and their. owne wiſedome and knowledge made manifeſt to 


\ 


thoſc that hcare them, 


Verſe.14. Theſpirit of a man will beare ont his infirmities, but a 
wornded conſcience who can beare ? | . 


He ſpirit of amas] his heart being ina comfortable cllate 
..  * 4 bytheſightof Gods fauour,and the teſtimonic ofa good 
conſcience, will beare ont bis infirmities, maketh himto 
ſuſtaine with paticnce,and ſome cheerfulnes, manifold paines 
and diſcafes ofthe bodie, and all outward croſles whatſocuer: 
Gut a wonnded ſpirit who can beare? but when the ſoule,is call 
downe, and as it were brokenwith the apprehenſion of Ge 
indignation, none can endurethe horror and anquiſhghereat, 
_ any thing raiſe it vp, and'giue comfort to. it, but God 
alone, 9 97t tircatfo ine [os niet 
« Notroublc or afflition is too heauie for apatientand chect- 
full heartto vndergoe; ot te hon hs 1, ie 


bk In nad Ml Me So at cb 


_ 
wh 


would not hauc bene able to ſtand ſo conſtantlic as-heedid ; 
for all theſc hee patientlic ſuffered, for the honour of his mijni- 


_ ſieche. And though Dawids calamitics, by the rapes, incelts, 


murders, andrcbcllions, committed in his owne familic ,and 


 encn by his owne Children, were as gricuous and painefull, as 
trokcn bones : yetwhen his ſoule did feele Gods fauour and 
: goodnetſe towards him, hee was not out of hopeto recouer a- 
gainc his former comfort and ioyfulncs. | 


This mighe be further exemplified by cb, by laceb,, and 


þ 14. - PROVERBS. 1y 


J Fe 
If nerf erees , if deftreſſes, if fripes, if priſons, if eumendis , had 
bene of force to make. a Gichfull man eo fall ,the Apoltle Paal 


2.Cer.6 4 


Plal. 51.8. 


manic others , eſpeciallie thoſe worthic martyrs , whoime the + 


apoltle propolcth for examples to the Hebrewes , who were 


' tyjed by. meckinges and ſcourgings : yea more-ouer , by bondes and 


priſonment, They wereſloned, they were hewen aſunder , they were 
tempted , they were ſlaine with the ſword , they wandered wy and 
downe "Y ſheeper-rhinnes, andin goates-hinnes, being deftiture ,affti- 
fed, tormepted, | LW: 

|. Firſt, being iuſtibed by faith, andat peace with God, their 


ith and power doth obtaine a divine power from God, and 


that cauſeth heauic burthens tobe borne, as chough they were 
light,and bitter potions to beſwallowed downe,as thoughthey 
yere ſweete and pleaſant. -/;1. NE E1Om93 3; 

. Secondly, they looke tothe end which the Lord dothaime 


J atin all thcirtcibulations, andthat isthcirprofite : and the cf- 
{e&that willenſuetherevponat the laſt,and that is their eter- 


pill bleiſednes...; 


” Inſtruction for them that ſeare God, notſa much to fore- 


| ya” troubles, as if theweight and loade of the 
me would cruſhthem to picces. Whatſocuer can befall anic 
godly man,depending on the. goodnes of God, touching his 

alth, ſtate, ſafctic, friendes, erany thing that doth cxternal- 
lie concerne him, is buta tollerable infirmitic, as Dewid found 
a« Ziglag , when his goods were gone, his Cittie brent, his 
wiucs taken captiues, together with his Children, his friendes 
become hisfocs, and his life in imminent danger ; for they 


were aboutty Ronchim,and yetin all -— »} 
®K J to 
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' tohaue comforted himſelfe in the Lord his Ged.' Now hee = 
was ſo prouident for Dazid, to affiſt his heartwith helpean 
power in his aduerlitie, will not be careleſſefor the reli of his 
people, asto leauethem deſtitute of aide and fuccourintheir 
diſtreiſes, If hee lay yokes ontheir neckes, and burdenson 
their ſhoulders, hee will cicher make their yoakes and burdens © 
tobelight and caſic, orclfe their neckes and ſhouldersto/be 
ſtrong and mightic. Andtherefore ſo much diſtemperasatiy  . 
man breaketh into in hisafflitions, fo much defef he bewrays 
cth of the vigour, and fortitude of the ſpirit. 5. 
q But a wounded ſpirit , &:c. Thehorror of a terrified conſci. + 
enceis an importable burderr. © 3548 
Thebodicin his healthand ſtrength, with all the deleQable 
things that ſence docth delightin, is vnable to ſupport zand + 
yeeld refrcſhingtothe ſoule afflicted, as the ſoule in her peace 
and tranquillitic doth animate and cheriſh the bodic diſcaſed, 
The anguiſhes and agues of diucrs godlie men , being ſtrongly - 
aſſaulted with feares, and temptations, as of 7#b,and David,and. 
Chrif#eſpeciallic , doc giue a clearc tefſtimonic to-thetruth of 
this point + andthe vavtterablegripings, anddeſperatehor. 
rors of the wicked:;doc make itvndoubrealy certaine anding. 
nifcſt... How miſerablie was Bat/hazear affrighted and tacked 
with terrors in the midſt of his. cuppes; 'athis ſumptuous bin 
quet., notwith(tanding the greitnes of his power , the maieflie 
of his place, the largenes of his dominions,the gorgiouſnes tf 
his buildings, the plentic of his plate and treaſures, whetesf 
much was now before him, and the multitude of his frientles, 
whereof manic now were withhim# 0 ah 
It ſhalbenecdleſlc here to dilate the cxfe of Cine whim 
_ of whome, the one reſtleſlic- purſued himfclfc front placers 
placeon earth, and the other poſtedtothe tree withvall haſt 
| poffible, to ruſhwith ſpeedines into hell. >| +7) (117194 
Firſt, they looke vpon the anzriecountenanee of Godzand 
Reg.r. apprehend his ircfull indignation, & thatis ſo-immeefurablie 
fearefuiland terrible , asncither man nor Angell can poſbblie 
ſuſkaineit, Fall on vs monntaines (ſay the mightiemen,icithe RE 
Apoa 6-16.17 Uclation, ): hide vs , 6 Reckes, (lay the Kings and a_— 


F 
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frow the preſence of him that ſateth on the Throne , and fo the 


wrath of the Lambe. For the great dayof his wrath is come , and 


; Secondlie, the guilt of ſfinne.is a moſt grievous vicer for 
their hearts to feele,and an hideous obieRt for theireyes toſee, 
and yct it isalwaycs beforc them;and continually within them.. 


| Nadebt, though of millions, and to the cruelleſt creditor in 


allthe world, is ſo dangerous, as deadly ſinne-: no writte is fo 
incuitable as the curſes of Gods holic Law: andno arreſt is (o 


, ncomfortable and irkeſome , as the bitingaccuſations of the 


conſcience. i th 

Thirdly , the continuall perill of death, of hell, and con- 
demnation, doth marucl[louſlic diſmay them, in ſo much that 
life ic ſelfe , which all living creatures ardentlic deſire to re- 
tine, and all the delights and priuiledges thereof, arc of no 
eſtimation and value with them : the violent dread of de- 
frucion, draweth them often , to ſeeke their deſtruction 
with violence. | | 
- Inſtruction to price the peace of a good conſcience at an 
higher rate then all bodilice bleſſings , and carthlic commodi- 
tics,as-health,wealth, wit, reputation, authoritic,dignitic,kinde 
friends, proſperous children,and all other defircable gifts that 
ze but ecmporarie 2: if it haue them ioyned with it, be thank- 
full for theſe, but more for that : if it be beſtowed alone with- 
3 whey? content with that, and murmure not at the defet 

theſe. VF IP 
{$econdly, beware how thou pearce thy ſoule with knowne 
and wilfull trangreflions , leaſt thou make a. wound therein, 


 ghich in the end may proouc'vnſufferablie painetull , and vn- 


arablic defperate. Which miſchicfe,the better topreucne,let 


3, 


Wh. 


aeric manoften examine his waycs.,.and get.pardon for his. . . 


lnncs, andpurging from them , before they exulcerate, and 
breake forth into ſuch pernicious malladies, .. And-it is veric 
teedfull to profite by, and make good vic of moregentleand- 


-milde correQions, that cucric affliction bring vs tofome hu- 


miliation , by the finding out of our offcuces , and thevnfai- 


ted acknowledgement of them. | EE 
D 3 Laftly, 


_ 
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_ Laftſy,fithensthe ſtate ofthemthatare laden withethe poile 
of atroubled conſcience, is ſo full of calamitie,ſo wofull and 
lamentable , what mercie and compaſhon is therefore to be 


J 


ſhewed entothem? Are they not much to be borne with,cuen 
in their infiemitics, pittied, prayed for, and comforted, and not _. 


reproched,deſpiſed, and laughedat > Whoartthouwhich ſha- 
king thy head at their fearcs,doubts, and diffidence,canſt eruc- 
lic ſay, & ſhall ncuer drinke of this cuppe, this miſcric ſhall ne- 
ucr ff ypon me? Andif thou in that ſtate wouldeſt not have 
affliction added to thy ſelfe afflited , then cauſe nor them to 
be made moreforrowfull, which arc alrcadic well-neare oucr- 
whelmed with ſorrow. | 


Verſe 15. The heert of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge , and 


the care of the wiſe will ecke after underſtanding. 


quainted with the ſtateof his ownefoule, and difcerneth 
how precious and fruitcfull , and needfull vnderſtanding 
is, willnot content himfelfe to hauc wiſedome in his cares, or 
head, or lippes, but laycthitvpinhis heart , as his chieferrea- 
fure, and the eare of the wiſe ſeeketh after vnderſianding: he labou- 
reth to-increaſe knowledge and grace, addingdailicthereynto, 
by harkening as much ashe may, to all ſound and wholeſome 
inſtructions, | | 
Hee that would be wiſe to ſaluation, muſt applie both his 
heartand carcsto Gods holy word. Wiſedome expeReth both 
theſe at the hands of her children,andſchollers, and conditio» 
neth with them, that they ſhall be without neither , if they will 
enioy her, and her graces. Afy ſome (faith ſhe) of rhouwile re» 


Preu 2-1.2-3- ceine wy words, and hide my commutdements within thee , and cauſe 


thine eares to hearken to wiſedome , and incline thine heart ts pudey« 
ſanding , then ſhalt thon vuderſtand the feare of the Lord, and 
the knowledge of Ged. There more ſhall be ſpoken ofthis 


% 


BE 
” . 
"Y "ou . 
G of 
- b 
: ' 
z 


He heart of the prudent peſſeſeeh knowledge, T hee that is ac» 
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ledge, are the moſt willing' to Jearne mote!” See chap. g.v:9. 


hens The gift of «nan inlaryerh bins, and leadeth biw be- 
4 great en. Nt; Os HO 04} 273910; | 


"THe gift of « mar} not the good qualities that are in him 
Ta che graces which he hath 6 root but the borlns 
that he bringeth, and the reward tharhe beſtoweth, inler- 
eth him, and lradeth hum before great wen, maketh roome for 
im, and procureth himaccetleto the preſence of rhem that 


> hs © % 


F arcin high places, andof | omar nu from whom alſo he 


getteth countenance and 
ralawfull. Sec chap.17:v.$. 


Verſe. 17. Hethatis firf in bis owne canſe is inft: then cometh 
bis neighbour and maketh inquirie of hins. | = 


'E that i firſt in bis owne cauſe}. he thativ in #controuerlic,. 
& Sſpcaketh firſt, before che magiſtrate, arbitrator, orany 
| otherto whom icbelongeth to hearc the matter, « inf, ſo 
pleaderh for himſelfe, and ſetteth ſuch colours vpon his cauſe, 
that he ſecmeth to-be very righteous: ifhe be plaintiffe,. that 
his informations be <quall,and waightic, if defendant, that his- 
apologic is good, and heinnocent, Yet is notthisto be vn- 
derſtood of curry one that hath-the firſt place of ſpeech. 
for righteous men doe many timesbegin th declaration of 
the cauſe, or defence of themſclues, and-be adage 
and faithfull both in the entrance and end of the, ſtrife ; bur” 
it'is ment of falſe fellowed, that reſpeRt'notwhatthey may 
warrantably aucrrc withtruth, but what they can audaciouſly 
affirme with impudcncic,. 7hen commeth his neighbour, and ma» 
beth inquiric of by, he thatin the ſecond place, or.afterwards is- 
tomakeanſiwere vnto him, orreply vpon him, confutcth his 
allegations, deteeth his falſchood, and'conuinecth him,.of 
indirc and naughtic dealing. Wh 
D 3. Abad- 


ur,whether hisſuite be cquall,or 


q Ard the eaves of the wiſe, 56, Thiey that have the belt know DoT 2. 


_—_ 


q Abad cauſe, commonly.hath advantage atthebeginning, 
anda gopgcuu prealiechinahe endilig Bog 3! as; obs 
-So it fell out cene 7oſeph, and his -miltris z betweene. 
Hicaiah, and the falle prophets: betweene Mordecai, and Ha- 
won; betweene. Pawl, and: Tertallme.; betweene Chrift, andghe 
phariſes:betweenerthe Golpell, and poperic.0 + 
Firſt, wicked men that maintaine cuill cauſcs,arc ſhameleiſe 

to ſpeake lies, and diuers that heare them arcrcadieto beleeue 
lics,vntill the truth doceuidently refell them. 


Secondly, God.in his prouidenec doth fo diſpoſe of itythat 
his:pcople may be the, þetter humbled: : that they may be. 
drawneto ſceke his helpe, and that. his hand may beſcencin; 
their proſperous ſucceſle at the laſt... _ +} x4 
. Inſtruction to.rulers and iudges, and cucry one.to whom 
authoritic is committed,to lend the earcsaſwell tothe qne (ide, 
asthe other, before they condemne or acquite cither of themz 
and that they, procced as they finde thematrer confirmed or 
confuted by due proofes, and notas they heare it atfirmed, or 
contradited by bare words : for our proucrbe is as true as 
common: Onetale is good, till an other be heard. Ard this 
may alſo admoniſh all. men to take heede howthey garniſh þad 
cauſes wich artificiall colours, asvaine women paint their wis 
thered faces tomake them ſecme very faire and beautifull, 
the breath of truchwill at the 1aſt blowe vpon them, whereby. .. 
their hew thall be changed, that every one ſhall ſce their defors: 
mitie, not by hauing adisfigurcd vizage, but a diſhoneſt be« 
hayiour. Though they thrive in their praRiſcs for a time, 
yet it is impoſſible for them to ſucceed well in their cuil waics: 
for cuer: either their neighbours, aneman or other, willlay, 
open their fal{chood andfaultines to the eyes of the world in, 
the dayof their conuiftion, orelſc the Lord wilk bring theig, 
leaudnestoſight, before menand Angells,andall the world, at 
the day of judgement. _ tyra boner; cri aa 
Verſe, I8. TheYot cauſoth comtentions tocuaſe,and makgth a partitis, 
ev anarRBtbemichtie, on ono + 
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H: E Jerfarartithe trac; an drightvſcof alot,by telling ay | 
s ; do0e,for that which otigtitto be done: namely, in difh- 
cult ard doubtfull caufes,which'cannot otherwiſe bewell 
determined;and where in diviſion men cannot agrcebbetweene 
themſclues "what part cucry onefhould haue, thatthen they 
be farisfied with that which the Lord'by lot doth after aſort, 
award vnto them, And he makth ſpecial} mention of the 
»wh:ie. that it ſeructh to compoundtheir controucrlies, be- 
cauſe that when they contend, by reafon of their power, and 
ſeengeh, and ſtoue flomacks, they greatly damnific one an 
other. 
q Thenaloris lawfully vſcd; henireiherprocurcthorpre Def, 
ſcrueth'peace,and cquitie. 
For the auoyding of partialitie, wrong, rife, and murmu- 
ring, the /74chte: are comtnanded'by Moſer, and ordered by 
hſoua,te1 mberitthe land of Canaan by lot accordang. totheir families: Numb,33, 
tothe more, ſaith he, yt Thall give more inheritance, andgorhe _. . | 4+ 
frver, the lefſe inheritatice,” Where the. lot ſhall fall toany 
man, that ſhalbe his: according to cherribexof your: fathers, 
yeſhall inherie. '* © 
. When Saul by lot was choſen tobe king, there wasno coca x:Saul.1o/ 
fon gitien, ortaken, for gughtthat-we read, . thatany Jo 
uld Rand ve gan Hin 40 t the'place, wares cet 
© ynworthily reiected,' that he was notichoſen. - And: fo Aftcy 
2% the lot Ne the: Apoltleſhip felton" Matthias, Barſabas- 
forthwith gaile placevnro him; ano alfthe reſtaeknovledged 
Wee Gs Fehoticton dundappointedit, bi 
Firſt, G chat [tured andap , inor- 
dnancei it is, ad nottman$inuention,/andtothisenddeſting- Regen. 
td by hit, that ibftice and concord mightbe maintained, = 
where clic urFplanceilandr af, 7 05 ONT: arevio- 
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'$ 66H Tl Chat Gfhis propidence hath che direftian of 2 


karwe habe alfeadie ſeeniein theſixrenth chapter © 7be-lorie Prouze.33; 
wb intg Hh- Tap Blur the Whol abjp yftion thereef.ic of the Lard, . - | 
"TaſtruRigh'that wEHeuct dealer with 2lot;: buty 


.iuft Vee 
aulc,whennecd forcquircth,and induc manner,as ivſcerncly 
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veſture, and Haway, in ſecking thereby a luckie time to'de- 
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and fe for the exerciſc thereof. Beware thatit be not friug- 

loaſly peruertcd to ſports. and trifles, and eſpecially to doe 
wrong and injuric, as the ſouldiours did to winne Chrifthis 


firoy all the [ewes. And whoſocuer vpon (crious and weightix 
affaires ſhalbe lawfully occafioned.to vic it, let them commit 
the ſucceile tothe prouidence. of God, by praicr, and ſubmit 
themſclucs ro his determination, with contentment. Ie way 
found by lot, that 4chaw by tranſgreſling the commande. 
ment of God, concerning the execrable, and conſecrated 
ehings,had deferued te dic,and was accordingly to be puniſhed 
with death:he nothing gaineſaicd the teftimonie of God there. 
in, but ycelded himſelfe to be an offendour, and to ſuffer the 
puniſhment that his offence demerited., —\ jt 
And fo much did Jexah likewiſe, and more then By 
(though -the Lord more (parcd, and miraculouſly preſa 
ued him) for when the lot conuicted. him to be the my 
for 'whoſe ſake that boiſterous and dangerous ſtorme wi 
raiſed, himſelfe pailed fentence of death and drowningvpon 
himſclfe, and required the heathen marriners to doe cxecu- 
Reproofe ofthem which. invertthis good and vicfull ordi 
nance,” and make ie han or evil and hurtfull Lord. s,. 
they doe, that giue clues to carding and dycing. Dot 
they ayme atthis, that cyery anc,as nearc as. may be,ſhall have 
and hold his. owne? or doe they not aducnture cucry.one 
the loile of his owne vathriftily, ro. get an other mans 
though'it were his whole patrimonic, withour duc confide 
tion, vnrightcouſly?Is this an cucn and cquall, and indifte 
rent forme of making partition? And how well they be cot-_ 
tenteo departwith thet which the dice doth alla chem to loſs 
and how much peace is {pred among them,and how grea col 
centions arc pacibed mayuppoere iy cheir froypings,angffe 
tings,whenthcir full bagges haue cmpticd cheir ftomacksIng 
their fellowes pockets, yea by their brawliag, Twearirig, 
curſing, and many times by their challenge, quarrels, and 
com gre wet, Mo fo qieaes 4 ho<": i... w alt 


: 
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Verſe 19. A brether offended, is harderto winnerhen s ffrong 


Cutie 3 and their contentions are tike the barre of a Palace, 


mm a naturall brother,a nearc kinſman,a kind friend, 
offended, alienated by wrongs received, or imagined to-be 
donevnto him, from him whome hee ſo much affected 
before, is harder to winne then a frrong Citie, will with more dif- 
ficultic be brought to firme and vnfained reconciliation, then 
a Citie well defenced, can be vanquiſhedand taken. And thew 
contentions ; their (trifc , and ſuites, are like th» barre of 4 Palace, 
firong,and vchement, and muſt with noſclle adoe be pacificd, 
whilcs their power ſcructh them to purſue oneanother, then 
mightic iron barres,whereby the gates of a Caltle,Fort,or 
great building,arc ſhutin,and keptſafe, may be broken,or cut 
in ſuader. Bucthis is to be vnderſtood of varegenerate and 
ficſhlic men , or of Gods ſcruants fo farre as they be carnaN, 
and not otherwiſe : for it is a commendation that is giuen to 
the godlic, by Saint /ames, that their wiſedowe which they re- 
ceiue from aboxe,maketh them peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be 
intreatcd. ; 
4 The more neerly men are knit. together, the more grie- DoF. 
yous the breach is, when iarrcs doe growe betweene them, 
+ Their friendſhip not fo much feames-ript, as tornc in the 
whole cloth : the ſinewes of their loue are cut in ſunder,rather 
then theskinne of ir broken, 
Examples we nauc hereof, of thoſe that haue bin wicked on 
both ſides,as Abime/-ch,and the Shectemmert [ptoſheth,and Abe 
ner: Abaſbucrine,and Vaſors firſt, & Hamar afterwards : and fo in 
like manner of 4b/palom and 457mm, Expcricnce alſo may 
beſeene, inſuch as haue bene vnited with the bands of nature, 
and difioyned by the difference of religions, though perad« 
venture they may both make profcilion of the ſame, the one + 
infraude, the other infaithfulnes:; Such were.Carne and Abell, 
F/as aid Jacob : [acobs elder ſonnes before their conucriion, 
and loſeph. & & 
 Howextreamely the worſe of theſe maligned COT: 
B | 
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ricman may readec, and how implacable thewicked of them 
wereto the godlie;till the Lord by graccor prouidence,appea- 
ſed them, is cuidentinthe Scriptures. EPITES: 
. Firſt, when mcnbeof the ſame bloud, andof a contrarie 
ſpirit,and behaviour , the cnuic groweth the greneer andthe 
malice more violent from the vngodlic againſtthe righteous, 
becauſe the goodnes of them that be neere vnto them: doth 
ycric much diſgrace and condemne their linfulnes and rebel 
lion. - And therefore they reuenge itwith vanaturalland bars 
barousficrcenes: ſometimes the brother betraying the brother to 
death : and ſometimes the father the ſome : and lometimes;he 
children rifing againff their parents ; and cauſing them1o die, as our 
Sauiour teſtificth, at £1 | [:okis 
. Secondlic , where there hath bene a greatleague of kinde- 


- nes, and much loue betweene them, therewhen then they fall 


toyariance, their expeRations be deceiued,and:that good opi 
-Nion and hope that one had of the other, & thenall things are 
taken in the worlt part;as Abaſpreris dealt with Flamen:& then 
theremembranceof all former familiaritics,{ curtclics,do ag- 
grauatc the newriſcn offences, as Dawid did iuſtly obbraide 4 
chitophel. There isno ſurfcit more dangerous and hurtfull,then 
to haue the ſtomack annoyed,and ouercomeof ſuch mcates as 
a man was wont moſt tolike of. | | 4 
Inſtruction to vic our brethren and friends with all goodre- 
ſpeRs,as whereby we may tye their loue the faſter vnto vs, and 
not giue cauſe that it ſhould be ſeparated from vs, And better 
it is to beare ſome wrongs, then by-taking of cucry offence, to 
.imbittcrour owne hearts and theirs, tothe ruinc of our amitic 
and friendſhip. Abrahamchoſc rather todepart from muchof 
his.right,then that he would loſe anic of his nephew Lots loue, 
or beatadifference with him, And if our friends and brethren 
beeſtran ged fromvs,the harder itisto reconcile their good af- 
c greater diligence is to be yſed incffeRingot it. If 


wehauetreſpatſedagainſi themletvsconfeſle. it: if they haye 
bin miſinformed againſt vs,let vscofute it: if ought be doubt- 
full,and is miſinterpreted, letvs explaine it : and when we have 
*. doncallthat wecan'do to recoyertheir goodwil,by vIGone | 
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dient for vs. 


Conſolation to them that beeing iniurioullic intreated with 


wrongs,and indignities,will cither nottake an offence,or caſily 
remit it. - It iz grace which begetteth in them that facilitic and 
mildnes, corrupt nature never yeeldeth ſuch fruit. Sucha ſpi- 
rit had /sſeph,when he was ſo mercifull to his brethren that had 
bene ſo malicious. Such a ſpirit had 2ſoſe;,that was mecket0- 
wards Aaron, and Afiriam, which had vniuſtlic murmured a- 


gainſt him. Andſuch a ſpirithad 7e/#s Cbrift, and the foun. Namb.1a.1ge 


taine of the ſame,is hee that pardoned hiscncmics,and prayed 
for them,and dycd for them. . | 

' Verſe.z0. Withthe fruit of a mavs month ſhall his bella be fatif 
fied, and with the increaſe of his lippes fhalibee be filled, 


Ith the fruit of a mans month 7] with thoſe wordes which 
VV. ihemouth of a man vttcreth,be they good or bad, as 
the tree yeeldeth her fruit,be it ſweet or ſowery/oall bus 
bellic be {atisfird he ſhall beas it were, fed with ioy,or ſorrow, and 
with the increaſe of bis lippes, according to thoſe ſpeeches which 


the lips vſe moſteodeliuer,whoſſome,or hurtfull,as the grofid _ 


ſcndeth forth her coop of corne or weeds, ſpall he be filled, he (hal 
either haue greatwelfare,or great woe, many bleſſings,ormany 
iudgements.Almolt the ſame words arc inthe 12,chap.ver. 14. 


Verlc 21. Death andlife are in the power of the tongue, as enery 


 nedelighteth to vſe it, hee [ball eate the fruit thereof. 


Hisverſcin part,containethan explication of the former, 
| ſhewing whaxis that ſatisfying, 8 filing, which is there men-+ . 


tioned ,that it extendcth to all miſcric,cuen to the veric 


death of tht wicked, which abuſe their tongues to cuill;&to all. 


=p ns to lifcitſelfe, & that eucrlaſting,(as isalſo meant 
0 4 


contraric) of the godlic, which vſctheir tongucsaright, 
E 2 both 


meckenes, patience, curteſie,and kindnes: let vs deaſe withthe 
Lord ,as /acob did concerning E/aw, that hee will bowe and in- 
cline their hearts ynto vs, if their fauour and friendſhip be ex- 


*% 


28 PROVERBS. Choy 8. 
both which are ſaide to be 5» the power thereof: that is, the per 
ucrting, or well ordering of the ſame, is- cffeuall , either for 
deſtrufion or ſaluation 3 and yctthis force is not in the pro« 
nouncing of wordes,butin th'affeion from which they cons» 
ſtantly proceed , and aHexery one delighteth to wſert : fo hee ſhall 
eate thereof. Hypocrites ſometimes doe make faire ſhowes, 
tutchcir hearts and lippesaccordnot together , and therefore: 
thcir ſmooth ſpecches tend notto life : and godly men ſome. 
times forget themſelues,but they take not pleaſure in cuill ſpeas 
king, and therefore they ſhall not be deſtroyed, though they 
may be correted, See Chapt. x3. verl: 3. 


. Verſe 22, Hee that findeth a good wife, findeth a good thing aud 
#btainetb fanonr of the Lord. 
E that findeth « good wife , ] which being himſelfe a good: 
Hl. hath,and ſceth,and inioyeth the benefiteof a. good;. 
wiſc, and faithfull wifc, findeth 4 gooa thing z which ſhall be:+ 
for his he!pe and comfort ;and obraixeth fauonur of the Lord , tes 
cciuctha teſtimonic of his louc, in beſtowing ſo-great a: bleb 
ſingvpon him: and ſo-doth a godlic woman, that: findeth a _ 
goodand gracious husband. | | 
q They onely ſpeede well in marriage,wvhom God makethi the: 
match for, inmercic, This will more plaincly appcare in the- 
verſe ofthe next:Chapter, io 
Verſ:2 3. The poore ſpeaketh with ſupplications: but the rich anſwi«. 
zeth roughly. 
HepooreJhe thatis-in miſcrie;in perill;in feare,orſubiedis 
To ,ſpeaketh with ſupplications, ſubmillely,and lowely,to the 
| wealthic & mightie,beſcechinghim in hiible manner,aad: 
reuerent termes, cpecially when he hath any ſuite vnto them. 
But the rich anſwereth ronghly:he that hath abundance of goods,. 
- erigin authority;notonelyreicteththe poore petitioner con- 
cemptuouſly,with a chystſſhdeniall,but otherwiſc alſo is proud: 
and inſolent in his ſpeeches. Commonly thus itis,but yetnot: 
alwaics: forfomnc of the loweſt ſort ſpeake diſdainfully,8& ſome: 
great perſonagesbehauethemſclues curteoullies. 
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GERID PROVERBS. x 29. 
q Afflition and a lowe eſtate, is a meanes'to bring men ton, 
lowly behauiour, We hauc Naowy, and Rwtb, the womari of 
| Canaan, and many others, forprecedents hereof, among the Excdws g.27 
godly : and Pharao, Benhadad, Haman, and diuers of chebine 1.King. 20.33, 
crew, for experience of this, among the wicked. 1 ee Beſt p7s 
Firſt, the hearts of them thatarewiſe and godly, are taught: Reaſons. 
to ſtoupe totheir eltates,and to ſhewe humilitic towards thoſe - 
by whoſe hands they hope that the Lord will miniſter hclpe 
vnto them, For it is the direct way to mouc other wen to- 
be mercifull,and to make themſelucs capable of mercte. TX 
Sccondly, eyen of them thathe vnregenerate, ſome be eru- 2 
ſhed with penuric, & calamities, that theyhaue no ſtomacke to 
be (turdic : and ſome be awed with dread and danger, that they 
dare not ſhew themſclues arrogant :and ſome be led with art; 
and pollicic, toſtirre vp men tocommilcration,'with the pre- 
tence and appearance of ſubmiſſion. Onthe'other (ide, great 
poſtcritie occalioneth men like bulles laden with fleſh,and fat- 
nes, to be loftie in minde, and fierce of behauiour;.Amaziah, z;Chron.zs, 
who after hisſucceſle againſt the Zdomites,difdained tobe {po =. 
' ken too, thoughofa Prophet; and therefore commanded him: 
lilence, and that with threates of preſent deathz.vnleſle hede- 
" BK liſted. And fooliſh: Naba?.in the plentic ofhis goods;and good 
- | chcarc, wasas drunken with pride, as with wine;and therefore 1,Samyzy« 
he fallcthto roaring, and bellowingat Dawid, and his cquall. 
- requeſt which he vouchſafed fo humblic to make vnto him, . 
by his metſengers. And what maruailcis it that they take'on'+ 
in this manner, when they ſtand in nofeare; neither-neede; as: . 
they ſuppoſe,of any 2 When they defpiſe,and ſet naughtby all,. 
as contemptible perſons, in compariſon of themſelnes? when: 
they imagine their depth and wiſcdome to-be. nothing inferi- 
curtotheir wealthand riches?- | 


4 

c 

d 

1 | 
Y Inftruction not to abhorre pouertie with ſo gricuous de- Vee 
+ teſtation, ſecing it may helpe vs to knocke off the hornes of 
ot 

14 
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our pride znorto ſecke forwealthwith fo Cane | 
ing that it- commonly. worketh ſuch - get inhumanitie. . 
Though the one frowne atthee with a+ grimme countenance; 
yet being well v{ed,ithelpeth thee — grendibenaine: 

2; ug! 


_ PROVERBS. Chu. B;- 
.and though the other ſeeme to ſmile ypon thee with a flecring, - 
facc, yetbeing too much made of, it proucth acruell tyrant, 
Theformer.maketh men many times meeke,and amiablezand. 
the latter cauſeth them to be fierce, and hatcfull : that leading 
them to ſobrictie,this driuing them into a frenzic,infomuchas 
like mad men;they fall to raving,and raging. Yetlith moſt that 
be lowe brought, can for atimecrouch vnto thoſe that may ci- 
ther helpe,orhurtthem, itis not to be taken for a ccrtaine note 
of gracc and humilicie;to yeeld ones (elfe ſubmilſiuc to mengin 
that e(tate,vnlcs they call down the(clues allo before the Lord, 
We haue ſhewed before, that proud Pheras could intreat Moſer 
to pray for him in his miſcrieg&ambitious Hams could downe 
ypon his knees to Efter, in his perill: and boaſting Benhada 
could put aropcabout hisneckc,& be ſcruit himſelf to Achab 
in his-ounerthrow,when his ate and life did lic in Achabrhand, 
Reproofe: of them that being puore, arc yct nothing the 
lefſe proud,andarrogant,whoſe haughtic mindes,and infolen- 
cie,cannot be brought downe by beggeric it ſelfe;be it knowne 
vnto them, that they wa/ke tubbornely againſt the Lord,as Moſes 
witnetleth,: and therefore the Lord will walke ſtubbornely wa 
them, as himſclfe.docth threaten; : let them looke for {cuen 
prgyts more,, and ſcuen times: greater, vntill they be either. 
umbled, ordeſtroyed. Ifthey ſetthem(ſclues to wreſtle with 
him, by deſpiſing his iudgements, he will cither giue their 
hearts the fall, by working repentance, and humiliation in 
them, :or their {oules and; bodies the foyle, by executing 
plagues and danmation vpon them, 


Verſ.24. A man that hath friends,ought to ſhew himſelfe friendly, 


for a friends nearer then brother. 


| A Man that hathfriendsJ whichis beloued of, and recciucth 
fauours and benefites from others, owght to ſhew: himſelfe 
friendly, to cntertaine, hold, and requite their friend(hip 

by all good dutigs. Heisnotonely to take heede leaft by any 
ftrangenes, and&ffcring of diſcourteſies, heloſe their likings, 
butto indevour by all ſignes and ry of gaod will, to knit 
 theirhcartsfaſtcrand faſter yntohim, For «friend,an vnlained 


wel- 
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' will, but the holding of himis the worke.of ourowne wile» © 


OG On OO OB IS 00 100 208 es = Ww'.c.c2z 
v wy - 0 a oy 5 


 affinitir, the Scipture- noteth how;prouidentthe one was. for 
- them imploycd all their might, and mcanes,for the preſerua- 
; by hisprouidence haue recciued at mans hands,remaine vpon 
. fcredagain with kindnes, the greater indignitic he cſteemeth 

thecontempt of himſelfe to be, and is the more propuoked a- 


| may feele how well we affect them,and how firme and faithfull 


| furtherthe continuance of the ſame, Ioyne together as oppor- 


 dcfend the credit,and miaintainethe cauſe &innocencic ofone 


wel-willcr, which beareth Chriſtian affection ynto him whom, 

he loucth, is nearcr then a brother, is'more faithfull and con-' 
fant in miniſtring helpe and' comfort, then an ordinarie 
kinſman,or meere naturall brother. No 

qC Itis in vaine for himto expeReonſtant kindneile from o- 
thers,which is'careletſoto-pertormeduties togthers,  ..-..... 

"Wecommonly (ay, and fee. itdayly to be truc, that it is an De#. 

eaſie matter togeta friend, but hard to keepe him, becauſethe 
hauing of him,-is a benefite offered out ofanother mans good 


dome. When Neomy& Rethwere vhited togethcr.in louc,and _'* 


the goodofthe other, Ruth labouring to get foode for Naony, 
and-Naomy (ccking to get a good'match far Ruth, and bath of 
tion'oftheir mutuall ſocictic,and welfarc. | 

Firſt, to be lovingly dealt with, andnot to deale louingly,is Reaſons. 
athing difplcaſing tothe Lord ; and all the curtelies that they . z 


thcir ſcore;and by his iuſtice will be exaCted at their hands, 'Y 
Sccondly, the kinder any fricndis,and not regarded,noran- 


gainſt himthat is ſo vnthankfull. 
Inſtruction to negle& no good office, whereby our friends F/®+- 


our louc is towardsthem. Arethey in afflition ? Mournewith 
them,pray for them,minifler counſell, comfort, and helpe vn- 
to them. Are they in proſperitie? Reioyce thereat,and wiſh,and 


tunitic ſhall ſerue, in all Chriſtian exerciſes, in calling vpon the 
name of God, in ſinging of Pfalmes, in hearing of Sermons,in 
reading of the Scriptures, in godly conferences, which may 
build vpthe conſcience. Be fayling in no dutic ofkindnes and - 
curtelic, Entertaine orfſalute one an other, with cheerfulnes, if 
preſent : cither viſite,or ſend tokens onetoan other, ifabſent 


an: 
. . - 


_ preferment, enuicd, and maligned him, that faithfull /onathay . 
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#1 other whereſo-urr, Other vs, ſee chapter, r9,v.13.a0d in 


the ninteath verſc ofthis'chapter, | 


For a ffi-4, 5c The bands of grace,are more ſure and firme, 


thenthoſe of nature: _ | oh, 
When Davids owne brethren who were like to riſc by hig 


who was to be debaſed thereby, claye canttaacly, and inſeps- 
rably vato him. Andto this purpoſe teadech that promiſe of 


our Sauiour to them, that for his ſake, and che Goſpclls, ſhould - - 


be diiſeucred from flclhly brethrewn,or fiters,or father1,or avth-x;, 


z>thatthey ſhould be prouided of other Chriſtian friends in their - 
places, which ſhould doe much more for chem then cuer they 
would. For the fidclitic of godly fricads,ſce chap 2 7.v. 37.and 
theinſtabilitic ofcarnall kindecd,willappcarc in the ncxt chaps 
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AN-EXPOSITIO 
_ OF THE NINETEENTH 


CHAPTER OF THE 
| PROVERBS. 


CHAPTER. XIX. 


Verſe. r, Betrer is the pore that walketh in bis uprightues, then 


beethat pernerteth bis wayes, and is a feole, 
> Etter ts the peore J morehappic and comfor- 
'- 


N JA table is the eſtate of him that is of lirtle 


| wealth, andof ſmall poſlcſſions, and grea» 

cer reſpec is to be Had of him , that walkerh 
in his wprightnes; indeuoureth conſtantlicto 
be iuſt and godlic, in wordes and workes, 


3; 
LE) © _ 5, then hee that abufath: his lippes ;thenutherich 


that is giuen to [peake wickedlic,ud #: a foolr, voideof grace, 
and godly wiſdome, and full of vice, and lcaudnes. Thus ftan- 
deththe oppolition: better isthe poore that victh histongy 
aright, and walketh vprightlic,and ſo is wile,then the riche 
abuſeth his tongue;and walkethcorruptly, and ſois afooke.- 
q They that beſinall and godlic, arcinbetter:caſe thenſuch 
as be great and wicked, _' $GE | 
Pouertic is oftentimes found to be an-ornament, and for 


great commendation, asit was to theworthie Smirniens in; the. 


Rcuelation of Saint 7obv, and _ turnets be a. reproch,and 


matter 
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34-.  .. PROVERBS © _ Chap, © 
matter of great diſgrace, as befell thatchurliſh Nabaf, in the: © 
' 1.5$291.35.2e. booke'of Samuel, There were manic richer men then thoſe. 
ie wen RE WONG fpeakerh of inthe Hebruer; = 
. which wandred vp & downe un ſheept-chinnes, goat e-rhinnes; being: 
Hebs, 11.37. deſtitute, afflited, 5» tormited,wandring in the wilderneſſes & moun- 
taines,and dennes,and canerof theearth + how could any bemucty 
poorer? and yetno worldling was-fo good : forthe Scripture” 
celtifiethethat che world watnot worthie ofthem 1 + + , .. 
Firſt, integritic and goodnes,doe (ofarte ſurpalleall carthlic 
polſcſſioris in worth and value, as that they are (carce fit to be 
named together in one day, by way of compariſon. - 
Sccondly ,the'godlic by his graces,thoughncaer ſo meane, 
is much more profitabletoithe places where hee conuerſeth, 
then the wicked, though neuer ſo mightic : the one doeth 
good,and cither keepeth off curſes, or procureth the remouall 
of them:and the other workethrmiſchicfe,and draweth downe 
iudzements vpon a-people,and caufeth a continuance thereof. 
Thirdlie, the condition of the.perſons them{tJuzs is:ywric: 
vnequall, by our Sauiours owne fentence;, eſpeciallie in regard, 
of that whichthey ſhall finde for their ctcrnall ſtate hereafter, 
Bleſſed be the poore (faith hee) for yours is the kingdome of Gods 
but woe be to you that arerich ,, for you bane receined/your copſoldths 
0n 5 Bleſſed are yer that Hunger now, for ye ſhalbe ak fhds buit mag by 
t0:10u that arefull, for ye ſhall hunger. Bleſſed are ye that weepe now, 
for ye ſhall Iau2h - but woe be: ta you that now laugh, for ye ſhall waill 
and weepe. 1 | s £); EZ VN 
Inftruction tobe moſt prouident,in gainingthatwhich will 
bemoſtprofitable to further our preferment,. If ypright wal 
king wilt giue vs aprecedencic in the light of God, arid hearts 
of good men; beforethemthatabound in ſubſtauce,8&are bar- 
ren of ſanRification, it:tslabour beſtbeſtowed, ratherto trea; 
furc vp{pirituall vertues, then'toheape vp carnal{ commodir 
tics: rather to-prouidefortheſoule;as did poarc Lazarms;then 
to pamper vpthe flcſh,as did the rich Epicure. Now.the ſtate of 
the oncis knownetobe blefſed, when:the time was, when heſee- 
medvery miſerable: & now the cafe ofthe other is- found tobe = 
fearfull, though once he wasthoughtto be moſtfortunate,., 7 
£922 | I ; Reproote 


 Pitſe. 2, PROVERBS. a 
Reproofe of them that deſpiſe thepoore , becauſe they rec- 
kon'thetnſobaſcand conternptible,and magnifie:therich; bei 
cauſe they eſtcemethemſo excellent and honerable; So.dealt 
they in the Apoſtles time , as Saint 7ames.conuinceth; them; 
they gauc all entertainmentto the wealthic; thoughthey were 
perſecutors,and-blafphemers,by offering deſpite rotheneedy, 
' thoughthey were Gods owneſonnes ;and heyres of his kings 
dome, 00g; rac gov, com arummuragd WONG LYOn 
And it is an ordinarie thing/in atl- queſtions and diſcaur- 
ſes, andthat which the holie Ghoſt eprehendeth, that the 
wiſedome of the poore us defÞiſed , and his wordes are not. heard: but 
' theſayings of thericly, how frivolous, and foaliſh; and.falle 
focuer they bee, arc made authenticke : and their actions, 
{though neuer ſo'vnlawtull)) doe carrric authoritic with them, 
_ are made warrantable,or neceſlaric precedents , foriimitation. 
Who tnay contradid; when the teſtimonie of your betters is 
 alleadgedforproofe? who-may diſlike, when theexampleof 
the belt is brought for praftiſe ? And whore: theſe betters2 
they that hauc'morc money, .and lefſc honeſtie then their 
neighbours. © And who are cheſe beft in the houſe, beſt inthe 


Towne, belt inthe Countrey?- they that hauc the beſt livings, 


_ thoughdiucrsof themliue moſt leaudlic. 


© Verſe'2. © Both the minde without knowledge is tit good, andbre 
that haſteneth with his feete ſanneth. 3 ROOF WROTE UN's 


Wo vices are here matched 'ftogerher, andreprooucd to- 
4. gether,as dangerous and hurtfall, wherof the one is cauſe 

_ -:. of theother, which are ignorance; andraſhnes.. Cancer- 
ning the former, it is ſaide,;that: yythour knowledge , where the 
found knowledge of Gods holie will is contemncd , orneglec- 
ted; rhe minde 53 not good; theman is:norgood. [Fora partis.put 
- for the whole :'whatlocucr ſhewes heemaketh of faith lneile 
within 4all igbur:decciucableghisifoule (a3; the grigingll Text 
hath it ) is deftinmoofgoodnes;andtheri;wbat isthere in him, 
ve proceederiifrom hinv,-thatmay: bacalied good? 4nd: bee 
| -—_—— ——— eo mi YE LIN_ 04 Gn 


3 PROVERBS; Chap, By; 
-. Thelatter is deſcribed by a ſimilitude,from himthat ſhould. 
| headilierunne on blind-folded;, and hood-wincked,in « peris 
tous way,that he neither knoweth, nor'euer ſaw : as ſuch a one 
is in daunger to daſh againſt ſtumbling blockes, orto fall-intq 
quick-ſands, quagmircs, mine-pittcs, brookes, or ditches: $o 
hce that vnaduiſedly , and without deliberation , attempteth, 
andexccuteth matters of moment, and importance,cannot a+ 
voyd crrours,and inconuecniences,yca ſ[innes & tranſgreſſions, 
q An heartaltogether ignorant, is altogether corrupt and ſin- 
full. See Chap. 9. verl. #0. Dot. 2. 
q An1h: that haſineth, &c.\Whatlocucr is raſhly done,is ill done,. 

: Wee haue' a proucrbe, That it is go0d to looke before ane = 
leape;, which hol[derh cucrtruc in this caſe that weenowdeale 
in : for manicarc ſoone plunged oucr headand cares, in miſe: 
ric, or faultinetſc, through want of forcſight in their affaires, 
Eucn when good men would be ſuddaine jo theirwords or ati» 
ons,andremitlctoſceke or take diretion, hauc bene foundtg 
fwarue farre from the rightway: And-/oſoua, and the Elders, 
in accepting the talc of the Gibeomres : Els. in condemning 
Hanna of drunkennes :. Daxid, in crediting Ziba , againſt Me- 
phiboſheth : and. [choſhaphar; tn ioyning'twiſe with the Kings .of 
Iſrael. It was ſaide before in the fifteenth Chapter,that withoww © 
eonnſell, thoughts come to naught : but wi the multitude of connſehers, 
there 5s ftedfaſtnes.. | ZH 

Verſe 3. Thefooliſhnes of 4 man,onerthroweth his way, and hit: 
heart frettth ageinf the Lord. et: 
H fooliſhnes of a man, ]the ſinfulnes and: vngodly behaui- 
" & ourof the wicked, overthroweth his way , draweth croiles- 
andiudgements vpon him, &:caufeth him to haucitl ſuc» 
eefle;o-his heart ftetreth agninſt the Lord : thoughrhistongue do: 
not openly blaſphemc,ycthisheartdoth ſecretly murmures | 
pon Coden hee were vniuſtly, the cauſc of his calamitics. 
. Neither doth he this Jirealy alwaics,& imbirtereth himſelfes 
| | 7s perſon ofthe Lord,butſcorncthathis hand; & accu 
thhisproccedings,vaderthe name of chance;& i) luck;& bad: 
forcunc,&many times religionisexclaimed vpon&profeliion 


pelſe.s: PROVERSS: on 
quarrelled at, eſpecially if religious profeſſours difkike of his 
irrcligious profanencs, dothfiucand proſper, wheu h&is-pla- 
gued andpuniſhed.” 
q Eucry mans hurt, doth growe ;forhia ownefinne and folly. DoA&.1, 
Sec chapter.12.3. 
q And his hurt or afflitions often; make many vickedmen Dvft 2. 
the worſe. That curſed C4ins they beproduced foran example: 
hereof, who being conuicted of the Lord himſcife ofthateru- 
ell and vanaturall murther,did no way ſubmit or hamblehim- 
ſelfe vnto him, nor craucd fauouc at his hands, «but oacly <x- 
cepted againſt the ſcyeritic ofthe ſentence; -that his piniſhment Gene4o13, 
was greater then he could beare. And whata whole .conclu- 
fion made that. impioys miſcreant in the booke of kings, 
when in that extreame famine,heſaid: Behold,this cuill com- 
 mcethof the Lord: ſhall I attend on the Lord any longer? And: 
nq better isthe behauiour of thoſe Romith, Auntichriſtian ido» 
kters, whom rheſpiric forctol@ ofinche Reuclation of S.'7 
lat the Angeltj powring out his viall vyon the throne of the beaſt,4 
' bis ingdome waxing darke ; they gnawed their tongues for ſorrowe; 
and blibhemed the God of heaueers for their paives, and for their ſores; 
and repented nt of thery workes:t0 give hn glove: © 

Firtt;the effeRof Gods ttrokesisliketothatofhisworidlind' Reaſonsc- 
other ſacred ordinances: if grace be giuen with themztheyare x: 
very profitable by his bleſſing, and helpethe hearr: ifthey'be 
fent without grace,they are very hurtful by accident,andtions 
| den theheart.. 

Secondly, many areplagued inwrath; and withven gatikls 2: 
their preſent paniſhments being cueſes, and'forcrunners:of 
their future d=(truRion : and all that ſuchſuffer,is more perni- 
tous totheir foulcs,then painefullrotheir bodies: forthereby : 
they take occaſion to: increaſe aadhaften:theie'cternall ſulfe2 
rings 
tru Aion to talks acontrarie courſcinall' que tronblesand: Pee 
affli tions, namely, zo /earch, and tric our waics; avweare exhor-- 
tedin.the Lanentations,.and:toconlider howmuch leile we: 
heare, theirwe have Yeſerued, and to toiaftifie Gods pr 
dings,and condcameout owae A SC 
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3$ | - PROVERBS, Chap. f8.. 
bimto be iuft, and merciful, and qur (clues to be wicked, and. |} 
vnwarchie of mercic. This willrepreide gur paſſions,and make 
vs more paticnt : this will take away diſcouragement, and cans 
firmc our comfort this wilt dirc& our tongues to thankful. 
ncs, and preſcruc our hearts from bitternes. But thenwe muſt 
Fal.g4 12, . intreatthe Lord, thatwhen hechaflyeth vs, hewillreach vsin hi, 
Hawes when þ&,infliteth Gripesand trouhles ypon vs,outwards, 
ly,he wilt iotuſe bumilicie and wiſedomeinto vs inwardly: for; 
hethatremainech fooliſh, cannot vnder{tand why he is (mite 
ten, nor howthe ſtrokes may be.(aied; and he that conti nucth, 
- |.+ 2 proud, will notcaſt downe hinaſclfe before the Logd to pacitie 
hGleodolondw . dw bod. andere et erate 


; Verſe.4, Richer gather mary friends, but the poore ſeparate 


from his neighbour. - 


Ran mary friends] wealth increaſed, inceaſcth.he 
number and hcapc of ſuch as pretend good will,and draw, 
cth daily new fricads. The perſons of men doe not this, . nor 

their graccs, butthcir.riches. They make many fetches; th 
hauc many gcſtures, 'they vie many words, and all this while 
+v5+4% theinhearts are fixed on the goods,'.Qas flicsſccke wherehonie 
' +» Is, and mice andrattes will. hauntan houſe where foode istobe 

gotten. Sothatthcir louc isto the moni, or other ſubſtance, * 

though they make ſemblance of good affeRtion to the man, 
But the poore is ſeparated from his neighbour, he that Is. necedie M 

- afflicted,or indiſgracezis forſaken of all his carnall Friends,ar 
companions, they citherturnefrom him, as a.ſtranger, or 


gaintt himgas an enemie. ,,, 


4; Blethly men Joye oncly them(clues, vnder pretence of 
_- fienglhipto.athers.Scechapteri4.20,, ..,,, 


Verſes, ,A/elf mimaſe halt he wrpunited, endafrpr f 
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Ac Falſe tne] citherhbe that docth, wittingly. milzafo | wha 
4" Kthe magiſtrate, orany other gouernour, or he that by his 
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Voſs: FROVERBS, - "ok 
yniuſt teſtimonie gocth about to.confirme :that which an 0» 
ther hath vntruely ſuggeſted, /Sallzwr be wipuni/ord, but plagued 
either ſooner orlate; with fometomporarie penaltieat{hame. 
tid miferie in this/world, -or withereraallperdition of fouls 
and bodiein theworldto.come; 44 forger of bes, which vicch: 
his tongueto falſzhood,how artificially,and with what ſhewes, 
and colours ſocucr, though.in priuate,; Þallnor eſcape, thall not 
bealwaiesfree fro:y/ puniſhment; choaghbyflatteringathims | 
elſe, he-thirtkerh'che ſimi not dangerous: and:ithbugh by 
meanes of his wit, and preſent proiperitie, he A — to - 
preſerue himſelfe ii ſafetic. ! *- 


q Howſoeuer falſe witnelſespreuaile again others they ſhall D off Fo 


beſute tofpecdeilithemſciaos:':; Cori vil tot tl vile os 
The repetition of thisfentence-in ſo: many places, doeth 
clearely teſtific theveritic of it: Theſelfe lame words with this 
our text, are in the ninth verſe. of this:chapter4 and the ſame 
matterin'mofeiperemptotic words, is inthecight and twentigh 
verſe of the onevidcvenrithchapeens where told ide thats 
falſe witnes hall perriſhy '' (| 19091 Sts} 10 344: 2 4107 


- Firſt, the ſinne that he condeakeedla iverygrecumus,andthe Reaſons. 


miſchicfethathe worketh is veryinoyſoine;' He tranſgreiiechh 
againſt God, whoſciufticchecaufethgobe prevected zandok; 
ſetideth again(t the iutgezwholeſentense hecanſcthtobemil- 
placed : and trefpallethy againittheinnocenty whoſe right he 
adſcth to be taken from him: and fo he procureth a iudge- 
mentvpoa the ſtate : and fo he is hurtfull-to the: ſocietic of 
mankinde.. 

"Secondly; the. offemionteiuls guiltic of this ſinne, js,very 


adious to the Lord, being of the. riumberofthoſe whom.he Prou.6.16, on 


beteth,and whom heſaicth his ſoule abborreth. | 
Third! y, herequircththe magiſtrate talay the ſame puniſhes - 


ment 'vpon him; as he thought to haue broughtypon bigbrg- Deur. LA 


ther) Andthatrocompaſſiondbeſhowed vetobimonuctifpjndh 
ge fo? ee, ai tank hand forhand, foote for favtee-1 +: +1) + 

' Fourthly; though tho magiſtrate.-doe ſpate, him, and 
nomiſcriccome vpon himin-this life, yethe himſclfcwill,not 


pare: hiaw horcafter;: but) ſctterix him in; — of Lk Plalay.3; 


DoF 2. _ 
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which are to beexcluded from cuerlaſting life. - - ' |. 

 Inftructionto oppolethe perill of falſe witnes-bearingzoall 
the motiues whereby: menarc-induced to beare falſe witnes, 
thatthey may beofletle force to preuaile. Art choufſolicitedeq 
pleafure any great perſon by periurie,whoſe fauour may make 
for thy profitte, and whole anger may turnc to thy hurt? Re, 
member thar chou thereby diſplcaſelt the greateſt, cuen the . 


- God of heaven, whoſe fauour would ſurely be forthy. happi- 


tis; dre anger witecruinely grene to rhydeſtoarRing, 
Art thou perfivaded togratific a fircnd therewith,or moucd by, 


 theſame,tocroſlethine enemie? Thinke how vnfricndly thou 
 deale(t with thine owne foule, and what cnmitic thou ſheweſk 


to thy (clfefor thy ruine. Doth monie;or other rewards, allure 
thee to lie;and toreſtifie that for truth, which thine owne heir 
knoweth to be vntrne? Forget not thatthouart about to.ſell 
thy faluation for that mony, and to purchale perdition, and 
helliſh miſcrie with the ſame; And.looke what. force there 
frould be incheſe medications; to:detaine &keepe men backs 
from giving out of falſe reports, or giuingin of falſe cuidence, 
fo farre oughtthey alſotoworke fearc, ſorrow, and godly.con- 
erition' in the that hauc alrcadic faulted in this dangerous . 
kinde offalfchood. If repentance be nat in them with ſpeed;to 
prevent this puniſhment, who knoweth how ſoone plagues 
will come vponthemtopreuenttheir repentance.” - ;-»414 
q Anda forger of bies,&c.J No liar can liuc inany good afctie, 
Secchapter. 12:22, | 33 122M 


Verſe.6. Many ſwe to the face of the prince, and every mares | 
friend ro him that gineth gifts. c ' 4 '\ 


M Any ſue to the face _ prince] they ſeeke the fauour and . 
V Icountenance ofthem that be in authoritic, clpeciallyif - 
they be alſo wealthy, and bountiful: He ſpeaketh not herein 
the commendation ofthem, as bcing loyall in loue, for con» 
ſcience, butfor the reprehenſion of them, as being ſubmillein 
ſhewe,for commoditic. Aud entry war is friend to hins that giveth 
giftr. He declarcth inthis latterclauſe, che cauſe of ns - 


62 
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 hehad affirmed inthe former, why fo mic ſue tothe fice of the 
"Prince, becauſe Princes haueimoſttobeſtowe, and'enery man, c- 
ery carnall-man forthe moſt part fiend, would be thought 
+ fricndto a a4 chat hee might be vicdas' a 


A } 
. 


friend, and haucigifts befloived vpon hins; © 


CE Manie pretend much loyaltic to Princes: and Potentates', Do#. 


which beare little good will vato them. | 
- As it wasſaid a litcle before; that riches gather many friendes : 


ſoisit infinnated here, thatpower South manic ſubie&s, not 


which reuerence authoritie , or defire the Prifices honoar;16 


.much as they gape fortheir owne'priuate gaine , 'or prefer: 
ment. + Such as Saint /zde docth liuelie deſcribe, fayitig, that Tude.s.r6, 


they deFiſe gouernement , and ſpeake emill of them that are in a tho. 
fitie, and yet they vane ment perſons madmiration, becanſe of udunans 
hope. oY 5i1* ates 


-* Firſt, ſome crouch, and bowe, and faine themſclues for: 


ward to yceldall ſubieQion , onely through fearc, as wanting 


courage or power torelilt, Daxidwas fo dealt with, and tooke 


good obſcrnation thereof. © As /oone as they heare( faith hee,) Pl18.44-45 


they obey mee z the ſtrangers diſſemble with mee : the ſtrangers 


forinke,and feare in their prinie chambers. 


Reaſol. 


And fo did Shemes, after that hee ſaw Ab/paloms rebellion z.Samagag. 
' ſuppreſſed. © | 


* 'Secondlie;othersare veric officious, preſentingthemſelues 
to doc all ſeruices , not becauſe they are ſo commaunded by 


| God, butfor that they areſo perſwvaded by the hope of aduice- 
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ment, as was the policic of Achirephel , all the time'of Daxids 
morals beforethe rebellion of Abpalom. oo 

" Thirdlic, divers creepe into the fauour of mightie men, in 
meere malice againſttheir aducrfarics, to be armed with their 
power, for reuenging themſelues on them'whome they ma- 


z. . 


ligne : As was the praftiſe of Abner, when hee was fallen out 3-Sam.z, * 


with Iſhboſheth. OO IE TR onal ESRI 7 
© InftruQion forrulers, and men of authoritic,to be'as warie 
in truſting , as flatterers ate wilie in decciuing:” and tobce'as 


promptand wiſe to finde onttheir diffimulations,'as theyare 
peeſtandcunnirigts peerendfaichſilnelſe: eval ſcaroFant 


Ye. 
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are euer found more perfidious and falſe, then they that ſceme' 

to be moſt obſequious and dutifull. None filche and ſteale - 
more : - none murmure and whiſper more :' none backsbire;; 
and diſcloſe ſecrets more : none breake out at-laſt into:che« 


 mours,and traduce more; belides,theirreadineile toconfpirey 


and ioyne withthcir goucrnorus moſt mortall aducrſarics;, a» 
gainſt chem. | | Wee 
_ Admonicionsfor inferiours,to propoſe an other end of obe- 
diencc,to performe it in better mannertothe Prince,& others; 
whom God hath ſubic&ed them vnto : namely, more to ſecke. 
Gods fauour, then mans face; and rather tobe loyall in heart 


... anddeed,forconſcience, then counterfeitloyalticin wordand 


Prou, 17.17. 
& 18, 24- 


ſhewe, for commoditic. God hathordained authoritie fo re- 
uerently to be regarded and honoured, as that ſubics ſhould 
ſcriouſlic ſhewe themſelues ſubics, and that with fidelitic,and 
not ſportingly play the ſubieRs,as though they acted a parton 
a ſtage, ina vizard, with fraudc, and hypocrilic, | 


Verle 7, Al the brethren of the poere dot hate him: how mach 


mere will bis friends depart farre from him? Thonph hee beinflautin 
words, yet they will not, | *y 


[I the brethren the whole kindred,cuen they which are 
Acnieawith the neereſt bonds of nature ; being yet carnall 

and vnnaturall, of the poore,of him that is decayed in his 6+ 
ſatc,or in diſgrace with fuperiours, though neuer ſo ynworthls 
lie, doe hate htm, they loathe anddeſpiſc him. .. How much more 
will bu friends depart from him? Not they which were fait full 
affeed to himat any time, and bare him good will; in-truth, 
( for a fiend loneth at all times, anda friend i neerer then « brather,) 
bur ſuch his companionsas dillembled with him, making pro-. 


fellion and ſhew of loue in his praſperitic for their owneaduan- 


= » ft . 


tage, thele in his aduerlitic, goefarre from hims, caſt him off, and 
withdrawe them(ſclues from himzas being aſhamed of hiscow- 
panic,and yawilling to take any notice of him, much moreto 
dealc in his cauſe,oc to fupplichis wants. 7; bong? hee be inflant 
in warder, albcit hee harcilic intreate, and earneltly RO 5 p46 
wi: ; Ky . e 


Tak 
+ 


; Ve 1 3. 
# them for comfort, reliefe, and fauour, yer they wilfner, they will 
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fwere, though he prayed him with his month? when his breath was "4 *&+ 


 8wickedasany Athciſt can be,yet theſe (taine nottheir ſtocks, 
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not heareany requeſt or complaint that hee maketh, they will 
not befriend them inanie matter of weight,wherein they may 
.do him good. | ; 
q Neither conſanguinitie, nor familiaritic, will make a fleſhlie Do#. 
friend firme to him that isin.milcrie.. cit 
Pouertic and afflitions, do miniſter matter enough of quar- 
rel and hreach, though no wrong be offered , though no fault 
be committed. What was /obstreſpatile,and wherewith was he 
to be charged, when his bretherenwere remoned from bim, and bis 
mwicewere ſtrangers unto him 2 when his neighboars did for- 
ſake hims, and bus familiars did forget him? when they that dwelt in 
bis houſe, and his maides tooke him for a ſtranger \ for he was a ſtran- 
ger in their fight ? when hee called his ſeruant, but he wanldnot an- 
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ſtrange vnto his wifc,chogh he praied her for the childres [ake of bis 
ome bodie? And what was Daxids offence, and the crime where-  Pfal. 38, 11: 
ofke might beconuicted, when his lowers and his friends ſtood a- 


om his plague, and his kinſmen ſtood a farre off ? 
wo Jin -E. pride,they take it fora {nbc fo their blood, 
tharanie of their kindred ſhould be poore: and a reproach to 
themſelucs, to be companions to men that arc of baſe eſtate, 
and contertined 2 but let their kinſmen or friends be papiſts, 
and Idolaters, let them be ſwearers, and blaſphemers,letthem. 
be proude, crucll, oppretlors, adultercrs, ns,orotherwilſe 


Reaſ.l. a 


nor ſhame their companie, none but the needicand deſpiſed, 
diſgrace their familics and fellowes. | TOS 
Sccondlic, intheir miſrablenes , they feare leaſt a burthen 2. 

ſhould be Jayd vpan them,and they put to charges in.relicuing 

theirneceſſities, and therefore though they miniſter little or 

nothing vnto them , yet thedreade of expences doth as much- 

diſquiet them,as if great ſummes of money wereextorted from Fe 
them, - Sce Chap. 14. 20. "n ELBA 


Verſe 8, Heerhat poſſeſſeth bic heave, lonerh his owne ſoute+ he 
keepeth onderſtanding , to finde that which is goods 3a 
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| ns poſſeſſeth his heart, ]J who hathrhis minde rightlicin+ - 


formed with knowledge and iudgement,and-orderlic mo. 
_derateth his delires and affections, /oneth his owne ſouls, 


hath a: due care of himſelfe, and victh dire meanes for his, 


ſaluation,fafetic, comfort,and welfare; For tolowe ones ſoult in 
this place, is otherwiſe taken then in the Goſpell by Saint /ohn, 
ehap. 12.25, where itis ſaide,that hee which loweth hs; ſoule, ſhatl 
Loſe it, cn4 hee that hateth hs foule tn this world, ſhall keepe it 11 to e« 
ternal life. Toloxethe ſoule, that is, to: bedelirous of reteining 
this naturall life, as rather to'denic the truth of God,and forlake 
the goſpell of Chriſt,thento make profeſlion therof;and yeeld 
ſincere obedience to it,with hazard and perill : and he ſaallsſe 


bit foule, that is, forfeit his ſaluation and happines, as hee that 


hateth his ſoule , which chuſeth to: forgoe life, rather then the - 
fcruices of God, and a good conſcience, ball keepe it unto cternal 
life, be ſauedand glorified for euer. Hee keepeth wnderſtanding; 
notonely hearcth good inſtructions, but ſcrioullic Lib 6+'s. 4 
tothem,pondercth of themin his meditations, laicth thenwyp. 
in his memoric,obſcructh them diligently in the courſe of his 
life;and retaincth them conſtantlytill the time of his death, to 
findthat hich is good;thatis the end which he propoſeth tohim 
ſclf,&@thisis the ſucceiſewhich he obtaineth,that Gods fauour 


. ſhalbeconfirmed vnto him,borh by the bleſlings ofthis preſet. 


life, and by a bletſed eſtate, in that which is to come hereafter. - 
C lt is a prerogatiue peculiar to the wiſe and godlic, tobe ow- 
ners of their owne hearts; MO bo Freed fg, gn u] F 
Pooles and graceles perſons arc otherwiſe deſcribed , when 
they are ſayd to hane 4 price intheir band to get wiſedome,but they 
lacke an heart. Andtherefore alſo the Prophetlikeneth them 
to Doxes deceined, as being without an heart. Which ſayingsare 
nor ſo meant; asif they waited integrall partes ,, orrcaſonable 
ſoules of men, butthatthey were deuoyd of grace & power,to 
vſc & gouerne the ſame, as muchas the lillic bruitiſh creatures. 
' Firſt, Sathan rules and raignes in all the wicked, as a king, 
and workecth inthcir hearts as a God, hauing no lefſe power o- . 
uer their ſoulcs, till God by gracedcliuer them, then the Fow- 


ler hath ofthe byrd thatis taken inhisnct,which he may carric 
| whither 


y 


bs A a... OY 


9 = 


arrogate to themſelues, and yeeld toothers,how much ſocuer 
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any rceſiſtanee. © B24 OFEP FT ANTT 73597 of 
Secondly,luſt and paſſton claime's juriſdiction .inthemand 2 
hold the ſame, and rigorouſly exerciſe it-to'their greateſt 
dammage.They arc thereby conſtrained (but willin gly,which 
isthe molt tyrannous compulſion) todefire nothing but that 
which will huctthem, nor to diſtaſt any thing ſo much, as that 
which will doe them-molſt- good: tobe well pleaſed with that 
which prouoketh Gods anger againſt them,and farre offended- 
with that which would procure his fauour vnto them: to be 
merric, when there is greateſt cauſe of mourning z and ſo to 
mourne, as no ſound comfort ſhall follow after it. Now what 
can depoſt the diuell from his regalitic, and what canreſtraine © _ 
theſe Juſts. and paſſions from their violence, butthe word of 
God, but the (piritof Gad, but the power of God, which arc. 
cfcuall onely in them that arc wiſeand godly 2 3s | 
' Confutation' of that crronious and pernitious dodrineef YJel-- 
the papiſts, maintaining free will without grace, whereby they 


- | whither hewill,anddcale wichin what manner helift, without 2,Tim,2.26, « 


iathralled to ſiane;an vaderſtanding in minde, to iudge of the. 
right way to ſaluation, and a power of heart to chuleit, and 
walke in it attheir pleaſure. As though Sathans captiues had 
no manacles on their hands, nor bolts on their heeles,*nei- 
ther were ſhut vp in priſon, nordoore locked yponthem, but 
enioyed libertic, to be within,and without; inhouſe, in'ftrecce, - 
and in field, as they luſt, and to ſtayasthey will; and depart - 
when they will,and doe whatthey wil :lfthis be {o;thereis leile 
crueltic in the diuell, and ſinne;then'the Scriptures 'complaine - 
of, If this be ſo, why may not wicked men fafcly preſume to - 
ſpend all their daics in luſts, .becaulc it is pleafant'te live in-: 
them, and yetleaue off at their latter end,/becauſe-itis dange- 
rous to dic in them? Ifthis befo, whatnecded Chrifttobearſo- ' 
great paines & charges, as to lay downe hislife; ahd powre out: 
his ſoule, to redeeme his people from their iniquities, when - 
themſclucs had wi wiſcdome,and:-power, toprouidefortheir: . 
indemnitie with letſ&tormentand trouble 2 i 
Inſtruction to get wiſedomeand pictic,thatwe may Eye 2: 
. G. g: Ee: 
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ble of this prerogatiue, - and obtaine-this ineſtimable poſſe(- 
lion, without which, the hauing of houſcs, lands, Lordlhippes, 
kipgdomen and worlds, (ifthere were many to be gotten) is 
nothing comparablc. 
- How greatis his power, that canrulc his owne minde when 
wrongs and iniurics be offered vnto him : that can polleſſe 
his ſoule with patience, when troubles and afflictions be vpon 
him: that can mourne with godly ſorrow when there iscauſe 
of heauines; that can recioyce. with Chriſtian gladnes, when 
there is matter of comfort : that can ſubdue thoſe corruptions 
whereunto others arc in bondage: that can bring into Gods 
reſence the vprightnes of his heart, as well as the geſture of - 
is body, atall holic cxcrciſcs: that is made ablc to diſpoſe of 
his will, and affeions, according as the Lord his word, or 
workes doc call vpon him to be affected ? But no man can at« 
tainc to this freedome by his owne poyer, or by the might of 
any other creature: the word of God is that which muſt puts 
in polſeſhon of it, if cucr we will obtaine the fruition ofit, as he 
thatgid purchaſc it for vs doth teſtific in the Goſpcll Gying 
the truth ſhell make you free, Neither yet will the word of truth 

- worke it,where tlic forec of grace is wanting : for where he ry 
of the Lordis, theres libertie,: (aith the Apoltle. And what then 
but bondage, and thraldome is to be found, or looked for, 
where the ſpirit dwelleth not? % | 
q Loneth his owne ſoule, &c. Every godly wiſe man is a true 
friendtohimſclfe, ., | | 

The wicked arc full of corrupt falſc loue, carnally ſeeking 
oncly their owne priuate aduantage,without reſpe of the be- 

- ncfiteof their brethren, and yetlouc not themſclues well, be- 
cauſe they doc the worke of hatred, in procuring of their 
ownc hurt, and deale with tthemſclues in ſatisfying luſts of the. 

Prou.! 3.34+ fleſhy as fond parcntsdoc in.cockring their children, and ex- 

cmpting them from the rod; but thoſe that arc induced with 
grace and wiſcdome, as they reſtraine their, ſenſual! deſires, 
la they giue a. good teftimonic of their ſound loue to them- 
_ by their prouident care,both for their preſent and future 
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_ Arguments fot proofe hereof;arenotfarre tobe ſought 
cnt text infoldeth many inro two.'-Firſt, ſhewing the'way - 

whereincuery faithfull man walkerh; cit ſaith; 'bsi keeperhwiſe- 

dame, andwiſedome ov eb the rheaſureofit) will keepe 
him'from headines,that he ſhall doznothing rafhly, andfrom 
uerfights, that he ſhall ſee whar is fir for cucry ſeaſon: and 
from flothfulnes, that he ſhall not faile tomake good vie ofall 
fit opportunities offered, 7 Vt 1Þ 1H 
Secondly, it declareth the fucceiſe wherewith he that kee- 2 
cth wiſedome, mceteth : he fixdeth igoognes, and thatwill be 
ow ſufficient in timefor compleate and perfc& Happincs, 
reaching tothe perfon;to his ſtate, his name;or whatſocuer ma-- 
terially concernethhim forthe preſent, or perpetually hereaf- 
ter. For heenioyeth God, the abſolute: &ſoucraigne good, the: 
author and full fountainc of all goodnes, and 'canany good 
thing then be detained from him?He cannot be friendics : for 
the Lord whoſe fauour is more worth thenall mens, doeth en- 
tirely loue him. He cannot be contemptible:for the God of 

' of glorie docth dignific him withthe honour of adoption. He 

cannot be hurt with violence or perill, for he ſittethalwaics in 

the lap,and is borne inthe armegof his omnipotent father:He 
cannot periſh with wants orpenuey:for the ownerofallthings 
rnderrakerhthe feeding and findingofhim;zHisbodicſhall be: 
fatisfied with all needfull proviſion: his heart ſhalbe repleni-- 
ſhed with all ſorts of graces;z and/hisconfcicncerctroſhed withi 
all kinds of comforts, Whiles he tiveth, he ſhall be:bappic on, 
carth,and when he dicth,he ſhalbeblciſed in heancn,and at the 
_ reſarreRion he ſhall be gloriousinthepreſenced? leſuzQbriſt, 
and of his Angels, and people, and ſofrom henceefarthandfor 
cucr. | 
Confutation ofthat blaſphemous Naunder, hicaeny Vie 
vp, and-fod everilly divialged;/ againfohivhicondalyiie | 
dome, thisrrue pietic and godlines;-that menimibracing the 
ſame,muſt needs become their owne fors;totheryine ofthem-+ 
klues; Theytakeit for an vndenialt maxime; thatwhoſocucr: 
deuoteth himſelfe toanytrictcourſe ofrcligian;ſhallneeela- 
rily alienate his friends, and impairc:his credit; and Ms 
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his ſubſtance,and macerate his bodic; & excruciate his minde, * 
and craze his braines,as though Gads ſcruice were nothingelle 
butan exquilitetyrannie, and ynworthy for any that regar 

his owne good,/to dealewith.,, Butifrom whom,proceed the 
inuctiues,andcalumniations? Euen from Sathans boadmen,: 
and. priſoners, whichneuer enioycd the; benchte. of libertie ;. 
which haue bene blind from their birth; and without light all; 
their life,and neuer knew the pleaſure af ſeeing. Pittie their mis 
ſcrie: for the diſtemper of their ſoules;cauſcth them thus:to 
rauc;but creditnot their reports: for there is nothing but falſe. 
hood in their ſayings, Ob. But the beſt men haue commonly. 
moſt afflictions. . Anſw,, And ſo they haue alſo the greateſt 
comforts: Noneſuftaine ſo great moleſtations and loſſes,and 
nonerccciue {o-great a reward, and;rccompence, None are{o. 
much vilified with the tongues of moſt men, and none arefo 


_ much honouredinthe conſcience of all men..,0 _ ., 
. Verſe.g. Afal/enitneſſe ſhall not be vupuniſhed: and he that pets 
keth lies falperiſh, 3 

þ hee the ſame both in words and ſenſe with-the fift verſe 
& ofthis chapter;ſauing thatthere was ſaid,the /iay ſhall not oe,” 
cape, and here he ſhall periſh; ſothat it isnot onely a repetis 

_ tion,buta bricfc expolition.of that;concluding, that as heflall | 

beſurely puniſhed, ſo he ſhall be ſorcly plagued, cuen withno; 
lightcr ſtrokes, then deftruRtion it (elfe, which no gaine or ad 
uantage can beable tocounteruaile. | i Th, 
| Verſe.ao. Pleafure is not camely for afoole : mwch leſſefor ſo 
want to bane rule oner Princes, . of; 46 4 | > ©. 


| > arent the affections: of ioy and delight, the meancs 
- whereby they are wrought, and.the obie&s wherconthey 
. areſctled, as abundance of wealth, delicious fare, gorgeous | 
apparell, ſumptuous houſes,coftly farniture,pleaſantpaſtimes, 
or whatſoeuer is of like nature, not: comely for afoole;. is not fit | 
for him that is deftitute of grace, . and good vnderſtanding to 
hauc,' as neither making for his honour, —— 
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dignified witha ſpirituall aduanceiticfit 3 1& thepr 
in extenuating the cotidition-of Gafult mcty;'4 ary 
mworthinctle by way of gradation; that all ſorts of d6ſi 


thinges arc too good for' hen es more authoritiCarid Y 
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3. Thirdlic ;their owne miſerable calc ,) 2nd:Gads: righteous | 


pleaſures and 
_ CE hard+hearted, fierce, violent, - 


Laxe doc callchem-from {olacc and nuicth, ;110-forroweand 


Jac. 49. & 54+ Cn Opt thatthey may be humbled ,and pardoned, it. wy : 


(en ,, or becaulethey.arcto. be damned and.; 
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atinall our plenti proogtions, 4 ifparts 
Wee. ? ag Ptþe0gs harſocucr, weeconli der as well what wee be., as 


what wee hauc,andwhetherour repalts arc aſiycll — | 
x deſires are carriedtothem. "232404 


V3,45 
But how ſhall I know that I may be merry and che 


comfortand.gladney bcJongto mee?, When chou,findelth 
uation confirmed to ang by the remiſſion of thy ſuancs , a1 
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| "+ Soibielecke thelredtiticilitch lo_ncdie; þ thenghiibe- : 


Heel wers made for nothin; elle; tiue r/h6kheik 


others are” climingÞfaft; a Nis) 


great, that if itwere poſſible, they would mountv as _ 
vens;, and touch rthesKkies with their forcheads'] hey'flic 


ithche wings of earthly pride;yearather of Geiſha _ ition.- 


> An otherfort pirſucrheir pleaſures: arid: delights ſovneel-' 
Gaitly;as ifehey were created for no other vie; burroſcrucheir” 
recreations{ for ſo they would have their maifters calledy/al- 
though improperlic) as hawkirg , hunting, quatfing, ſcofhing, 
dauncing,dycing;carding, bowling, and all manner of vnfruit- 
full exerciſcs, which arcmdijicmorethen wee can recount;yct- 
nor oneaboucthenuftiber vf theni for which they ſhalbe pla- - 
_ Their hearts arcoppretſet withthelous of finfull de- 

hts, which take authoritic 'vpon thetty, ard ſhewe tyrannie 


| to Ned ſoules. 


” The cafe Randeth with them for eapetiſites, arid. plea« 
ares, av it dothwith' dritnkirds; and ſueffas have the'droptic, 


for wineahd tron;  drinke :" they thirftcontinuallic after that/ 


which turnethto the banc of their braines ; and whole bodies 
nothing is ſo welcome yttothem, a+ that which is hoſt hurt- 
full for them! '* Who 'vſeto'beftowe fo\much time'intheſe: 
idle «Rions, 28 they whichhaverime liede enough:to bewaile 
their abhominable wayes wherein they Nauealhos ,though 
manic more yearcs ſhould be «ddedtotheir tives, nr then they. 
hage anic graunt of ?' 
FE Serwants, ie, All lintiers arc bond-men, and 'oncrio goos 
man' is a Pritice.. | 
* No promotion can inns thoformer ſort,or belagtmy 
frecdometothem:' for hee caleth themsſcruants till, though 
they be commanders : andti6deprefſioncan debaſcthe other, 


| ortake- away their dignitic fromthen's rea at yan ppa2 ay 
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- Firſt, the ns how Heng Ra rn tf hg our + 
ouemlliberky ſaying, V heſoence committerh ſaive,, that i jug, 
impenicentlic inthe practiſe thereof, s ani reyineohe 
Saint Perer alignerh a caule of this ſcruipude, ,.jn, they are; 
oucrcome-of- corruption. :. and of whome /ocnrr g Pagan is. onere. 
come , exen wnto the {ame is bein bandage,  Now:Sathan alſocxer- 
ciſcthdomjnion where ſinnc raigneth-:. for one of themis ſub- 


rightin the laaescf Ganc, and Sathangtoowne them preſent- 
lie', and to ſejze vponthem in time to.come, bythe andet 
death ;and to hold them.inthralled from thenceforth for cuer] 

Sccondlie, the godlicarc Princes by birth, both by theirhs-. 
thers ſide, forthey are begotten of. God ,; who i is the greateſ} 
Kings and/bytheir,aathers {ide 3 forchey are borne of the, 
Church;whoisthenobleſt Queene, and to whom is a promiſe. 
made forthe glorious eſtate af her iſſue, : I»/frede of thy fathers, 
(Gith the Lord to her) ſhall thy children bee 2. thow halt. maly 
them Princes throughall 1he earth. And as thoip parcatage ig ys, 
norablc;ſo.isthcirpatrimonyand pollefſionsample,andl 
they being heires mth God), and heires anncxed with C hrif, nE 
Lord, .andheire of altcreatures. ./; 1; | mls 

Wee neede notto diſcourſe of their princelie valurei inexs 

ploixs, nd viRtories,jn conqueligandtryumphs. They. luhus 

ne ea corru ptions of their owne hearrs,rhey rule their, pwne. 
which isa'greater matterthenthewinningof a Citie.. Thy» 6 
wer comd the world ww auth ,as _ + the. diuell js-04 


| wt yo Forwa: naſty Mage isnot 
meant thatbad f Giperipure hould.he apes of their; 


kerſpin lagormectathe aol infeeioura Fa 
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WJc10-) PROVERBS. | "2 
ofgoodaftction; reucrenreſtimation, and friendly viage; be- 
cauſe theparcnoewealthy; iBeware thatthowapprooucnotof 
thewicked manebeh-uiourznoradmirchis profperouscttatc, 
ſithence his condition isſoſcruile and contemptiblegand take 
heede:that-th6u:teſpiſe not the poore that is godly, nor con- 
demnecither thetafethatheRandeth in, or the waics that he 
walketh in,” foraſmuch ashis dignicie isſo-great and glorious, 
Whofocuer repofeth hisowne flappincs in-heaucn, and notin-+ - 
earthy and pricceh Gods loue cro-him(elfe abouc the pompe or: 
riches of this life, will alſo giue moſt preferment- in his heart, 
to others thatſhewe themſclues to be citizens of heauen, and 
whomrhs Loyd hath choſen to berich infaith, and beires of the king« Tam.2,y, 

dome which he promiſed to them that loxe him nonc buticllow-ſer- 
vants,and ſuch asare baſe borne, will honourthedrudgesand; 

ſcruants of (inne, aboue : the fonnes and children. of God. 
Which may well feruc alſo to 'them that feare Gud, for a mo« 
tite'topatience in their tribulations and aducrfitic,ſecing that 
all-che crotles which Chriſtians doc bearc, are nothing Elſe 

but as it were the murthering of young noble: men in their 


| childhood, thatchey may be fitted for glarie! and: excellencie,;. 


" 


when they ſhall come to their riperage hereafter. 7 
© Other princes,e&c. Evillrulersncucrabuſe their authoritic ſo-DoT.z. 

muehzas-when the godlyfall intotheir hands. bf: 

It followeth-beneath in an other chapter, that when the wic- 
kedriſep, that is; loyrifh and beare ſway, men hide themſelues. 
What men arethey which arc driuen into that diſtreiſe? The: 
nextthuſe ſhewerhiby conſequent,ſaying, When theyperiſh;the Piou.z8.at, 
gn pr And was-not this!to be clecrely {eene- in- 
Pharares tyrannie, and the Epiptianscrucltic againſt the poore 
Ifraclites ? And was ie notas cuident inthe violente ofthe Babs- 
lonians againit the ewes, when they defiled the women in Zion,and. 
the maides in the ties of Indeh ? When the Princes were hanged by Lam.F4 
their hands,ard the faces of the Elders were not had m honout ? when 
they tooke the' young men to grinde,” and the children fell under the 
wood, a8 the Prophet in the name ofthe church complaineth? 


And we may fpare andpaile by that infolent, proudzand high | 
minded: Hamer, and his-bloulic delignement;:;wha (94.1 
OR H 3 | thought) 


Heſt.z.ry, thought) batting theliues of all Godspeopleathis diſpolingy, 
was reſoJute to ſparcnonc,but vaterly.coroere our fill ,aud Ueſtray. 
exery one both yeung,,aud old, thildren; xd wane yn ave dy javd th 
ſpoile them au aprey. 11:03 brig 9116751 GH NOMILt OS cid vari 

Reaſs wx Firſt, they beare an implacable hatred agiinſt them, ande- 

''* ucrhaucdaone ſiacethereſtitutionofour firft parents, at what, 

Gen.z.I5., timethe Lord himfelfe par exmitie betrwetue che ſraile,of the men) 
man,and the ſeede of the ſerpent; Now when enemies are rulers, 
and bcarcsarc ſhepheards, what cquitic, or ſafetic may: ofthe, 

focke becxpected? i! 6c thor tO #/447 
2 Secondly,they cnuy the felicitic & goadeſtate of the rightes. 
: ous(for their ſoulcsare notaltogether ignorit,that indecd they, 
be deare toGodtheir father, and before him are their betters), 
- yea &thcircoſciences ſtand indreadof ry». (bews, 
cthieſ(clfc,and ſhineth forth in their liucs, andthat their pictie; 
and vertuous bchauiour doth winne them much credit with: 
wiſe men, & therefore theydcale moſt malicioully wichthem,, 
Thirdly, they hauefor the moſt partall incouragementsto. 
lay loads and burdens vpon their backes 2 wicked men oppreſs 
ſ{:d,will as farre as they can,both retiſt, and reucnge, and many. 
others will murmurc and clamour at the wrongs that are. offe-, 
red vnto them, whereas the gadly arc paticnt, and readie to- 
beare indignitics, and cuery one almoſt will be readic to ank. 
mate and applaud thoſe that vexc and moleſt them, +. 
_ . Jnſtruction to all goucrnours, both domeſticall and pub- 

F7. like, together with Landlords, to findecout, and diſcoucr te. 

-themſclues their owne eſtates, by the exerciſe of theingoweray 
ment. Are their greateſt fauours beſtowed on :them. that giue- 
greateſt teſtimonic of the feare of God,and appeareto be molt, 
faithfull:2 Doc they reſ-ruc their kindnes for. thoſe that walke in 
aperfelt way,as Daniddid his,and bend their diſpleafureagainlk 

. ſlnderers, them that hae proudioekes, deceitful perſons, and tellers_ 

of ties ? Tf this their courſe be conflantly held, and without par« 
tialitic, why may it not be faidethat they doe wy/cly, in « perfels - 
way: that they walke sn the wprightnes of ther hearts, tpthe avedſ} of 
their houſes, or dominions? But-if they ſinile yponthe wickeds = 
and gracethem with chcir beſt lookes, and frowne ypon the- 

WTE 20701 $01 | righteous, 
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PROVERBS. | 
righteous, and browe bcate them with a difdainefall counte+- 


nance: ifthey can ealily patle by the foule faults of blaſphe-- 


mers, ruthans, quaſfers, quarrellers,gatyeſters, picke-thankes,. 
and whoremaiſters, and o bitterly aggrauate,- and cenifurethe 
ſmaller infirmities of ſuch asotherwilc are vertuous, and ho- 


nelt, (who peraduenture;ifthey had cquall hearing, ſuchas 706 


afforded tothe mecaneſtin his houſe, would prouethemiciges.. 


' not to becculpablcat allbutto hauc performed ſome gaod 


tic) then their waics tell them thattheir hearts be corrupt, and. 


by (trengehning che hands of ſinners, they ſhewe their louec to. 

finne, and by cheirrigour againſt the godly, theybewray and 

manife(ttheir owne vngodlines.. 1 2 rw 
; Furchcrmor&)fincetheproceedings:of godleile gouernours 


arc ſovniuſt and cruetl:againſt the people of God, it ſhould 2 


make vs the more ſcruiccableto-him, inallreligiousobedicce 
to his lawecs,. and loyallco his Lieftenant:our Souctaigne the 
kings muicſtic,whom he hathſerouer vs,thathe may preſerue 
vs from the handsofourmortall aducrſarics the papilits;It was 


afvwheauic ſtroke vpon- /rraſalem: and [ndah, 'to\bedelivered; 


thougha ſhortrimiey: into-:the hands: of ShiGick the'kingof Ze 
yr; that-being feruants to him, they might knowe the difie» 
rettve betweene-the feruice' ofthe: Lord, [and ofthe heathen 


ablc yoke ofchar Romiſh Ancichrift;tobe made the ſervants © 


ofthar ſerumntot foruants,whocxultethrhim(eife:ſo x56 


#bouc kings, andthegrexteſtporenrardh? Maytwe titinke, that - 


thatmenkind!boa{t (who hath folongitimelinadbblrindby 
the bloptof the! ſoules obrhemnvthar fubittitheinſolucato his. 
hes, 'and the blood: of the: bodics:of them that refibhin) 
would/imreatevs vithias great: mildies;as:Shifpzk did Rehdbot 
i, andhispeople? 


able no forufaken;thenthepape with his Ra- 


Ethalifab 


% 


39 . 


Nayyas Zeaucherib would haueidone Heme | 
pk my people? NituchedeextirwithihisBebHewan, was 
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( 2. Chron,12.9 
pe and will icbe areafteburden for vs:tobeme:tht intol- 


Ephe.4.26. 
%.: 1.20160) 5 Fdwor.” Then [hall wenotbercaſtienvithcl 
'-cefit, becauſe weiare incenſed byithem that arc faultic2rhea 
thall-we neuer. like fumiſh Balzam (all out with beaſts,&& vares- 
ſaniableercatures, muchlciſebe imbittered againſt things that 
arc ſenſclefe.Sccondly;that our anger be mealurably propor- 
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- ſonably tobe cxerciſed. Hethatis:oucrcarried with rageand 


C >. =" 
arc truely religious. by 


and it is hug glory to paſſe by an es. cot 6 5 wo 


He onderftanding of a mn] the heauenly wiſedome of - 
| God,whick.is in the minde of a regenerate perſon,accor- 
+4. dingto the meaſure thereof, withholdeth him. from raſh 

and vhaduifed anger; but not from all ainger : for then itſhonſd 
depriue him of lomevertuc, and difable him from the perfor- 
manceof many ducties. As the diſtempercd paſtions of wrath 
be workes of the fleſh, and carcfully to be auoyded, ſo arc the 
well goucrnedaffetionsofanger-fruitesof the (pirit,. and (ca- 


choller, doeth want thoſe louely graces of mxeckenes,and patis 
ence:and he thatis neuer ſtirred to any diſpleaſure, is poileſled 
with-ſtupidicic, - and deſtitute of zcale, i and:Chrifti Ti 
Now to ſhuanc theſe vicious extrcamesonboth (ides, audbby 
ſeruethe Jaudable mediocritic betweene them, thele ruleewnay 
dire&vs. Firſt;that all our anger be @nely for finne,and ſawe 
fhall beſt -put. in praiſe the Apoliies precept, ta be argr7and 
| that beinno- 


tjiofiettochtmeaſurcofthe offence, ercateſtiniignation.mut 


be conceinedagainſt cheigreateſt tranſgreiiions;; thought 


bringinorto-vs ſo great annoyances zand-ſa)aller faules ſhould 


 lefle diſpleaſe vs, thoogh inprivate reſpeds they ſcemetobe- 


more forourdammage+-forguety part.onghtrathereo be.tene 
derly-affefted at Gods:diſhonout,} then his: owne detriment 
Thridly, 'that it be noe oucrlong continuce,; and exceffiveiia 
time, but bounded within the limits of a day at the furthelts 
the Lord would not haiie wah protracted till inight, vprobv 
ſunt 10:goe downe vpor it... :Fourthly, thatthe crimes! of ourſe- 
miliars; bencfaRors, kinsfolke, and deareft fricnds; doc auike 
wn > ys 
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thatwe fake to heartthe finne of our child, more then of a brg- 
ther z andof a yoke-fellow,, more then of a childe:' andour 
owne, morethen a yoke Flow, hide, brather.or tf anic, or 
.- ; all others. | ei# $ ti +4 41, $23 t> 4.4 . 
Fifclic-, that the ire and.wrath againſt the ſinnes of our 
neighbours, drawe not our ſclues into anic-(infull behaviour 
againſt God,as to be fierce & violent in reuengement,toxaile, 
to reuile, to vomite out blaſphemics, or imprecations,&@. 
| Laſtly, that it hinder vs not from, but further vs to the per- 
formance of all good ſcruices ,e{pcciallic in the Meu” 124 wat 
partics delinquent , as to admoniſh them, pray for them, and 
give them direRion for reformation of their tranſgreſſions, 
And it is bis gloric, it winheth him honouran prailes nd chat 
worthilie , to paſſe by an offence ,. to winke at (maller jahrmi- 


ties,and to remit greater wrongs , yctnotlo,as to be fleptar- 
1 


Gods diſhonour,with the perill of theſoule, of the finner,or at 


fcruation, which p 
him'for his dcftru 


RI. " #ROVEERDS. 
* vsmoreangriethen theirs thatare not ſa neerly ynitedto vs: - 


Dot. 
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ſceth notthat Pa#/by paſſing bythe indignitie, without indig. 

nation hath graced himſelfe before'the companie tharthen. 
hearthim,atrdall othiers, whicheucr lince haue heardof hims 


"See Chapt 12. verſ16, * 


.. Verle 12. The wrathof the king , us like the roaring of a Lyon: but - but 
his fanonr is as the deawe vponthe grafſe. | 


FP He writh of he ing]the indignation of a Ptince,or mighty 


£ potentatc,hauing authority &power,incenſed(not againſt 
the innocent andrighteous,but ſuch as were 2Licharah, or 
Ely«h,whom Achab ſtormed at,but killed not,or thogh he had 
killed them, yet he cquld not hauc hurt them, but himſelfe ra- 
rher,as Toab did, by [laying of Zachary, & ſending himthe ſoo- 
nero heaven) butagainſtmalefaRors, rebclls, traytors, con- 
temptuous perfons, and tranſgrefſors of his wholeſome lawes, . 
'oraniewhom God ſhall putintothe magiſtrates hand, as men 
of death, for violating 'his commandements, #& like rhe roar 
of a Lyon,which hath more courageand ſtrength, bothto roar 
more hideouſſic, & to teare more cruetly : Forit isnot vnder- 
ſtood of them that be.taken,and ſhut vp like captiues in holes, 
whom we may hearc,and lookeypon throughgrates,and ſtand 
neerc tpo without peril, but of ſuch as mecre'witha prey,cithier 
of man or braſts,in the forreſts,oropen ficlds,oranic where in 
their owne walkes.” But hi fauoxr, his fouc, & countenance, &- 


L 
4 
> 
o 


Tpecially cowards worthie men, /ite rhe dear upon the grafſ ,ve- 


ric comfortable or profitabletotliem , reioycing their hearts, 
aduancing their ares, preſerving, and protecting them'from 
wrongs,as the deaw,or mild fhewres,do ell the ficlds,cauſe 
graſſe to growe,and preſerue the ſame;that che ſcorching heate 
of the Sunne dricit not vp, and cauſe it to withier,' © 


. £ 


of the princes affeQions. 


© ltisexpetlicnt for men tobe goo (abies, cucn for feare, 


at ho 
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Ro:135 53. The Apoltſcs,both Paiand Perer, lay a ſure foundation for 

| 'Toyaltic to bebuilt vpon and groung it in the conſcience of 

i.ta 2.13» 'c k 1 mi. 

+: +: +»  rif{ebutifaitic befo impious,anddcyoyde ofreligion,thatthe 

otdininceofGodbeofno ſprce with tim;yer good dlſeterio 


thatfor the Zordrſake, they ſhuld be fubicRto autho- 
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might maxcnim afgajdeto expoſe himſcife tothe di calixe,.. 
and ſcueritic of the Magiſtrate ,and. to induce hira3p facke the. 
benchte of hig benigniticandfauour,. Secchapas. 3645s; 


Verſ.I'g. A foobſo ſame is the calanitie of bisfathir and the con- 


tentions of a wife, are like a contienall dropping. 
T Wo of the greateſt afliGionewhjchbebil the gonernar a. 


& in cheir familics,gredeclared inthis ſentence. T] eformer 


is « foohfp ſome, a ſinful, vnhappic child,after what ſortſo= © 
uer his [caudnes breaketh oe whockes by contumacic,& ftyb.- ' 
bornnes,when he ſhall contemne his parcnts,and deſpiſetheir = 
precepts,or by riot,& ynthriftines,when he ſhall be,asitwerea.. 
ulphcoſwallowvp all his fathers labors,8& thole things which | 
he hath beneſo carefull to prouide,orby any other means ſhall 
bring ſhame anddeſtrution vpon himſclfe,who i the calamity. 
his father, the workerof his woc,and cauſe of ſorrow,for the. 
looſencs of his life, and atthe (ight,or fqrelight(by all probabi- 
litic & likelihood)of the miſery of his death. The other is acon- 
_ tentious wife, whole brawlings offend the carcs,& vexc the hart, 
and ſometimes demoliſhthe ſlate of her husband, & therefore 
arc comparcd to a continual dropping: they art agirkeſome,and 
hurtful, as for raine to picrce through cucrie partofthergofe, 
intoall roomes of the houle, falling an the plancks, and walls, 
and ftuffe, and heads of them thatare doing their worke, or ſit- 
ting attheir mcatc,orlying in thcir beds, which muſt needs be 
' bothtedious, and noyſome,to ruinatethe building,& ratte the 
goods,and molcſt the inhabitants, howthisreſemblethan vn- 
| quictworhan, and what miſchiefe procecdeth from a wicked 
wife, wehaue familiarlic ſhewed, Chap.-12.verſ's.. 


q The moſt deletable commodities of thislife , turnemanis ,, a 
times tobevery.offealue. 1 ou ob 
:  To-palſe bythe ſpecialls, heere [pccatied {1 rice wife 
and childecn,) arc well knowne. to be delireable , (it god) 


* 


and much deſired, in hope, that they will be good, an: 


66" | FROVERBS. Chly:th' 
medof, andwho would not gladlie enjoyit? "and yerit 'were 
better phiretiticke perſongjand midde njca tobe withoutit, as” 
Mar,r.4 5 that pbefopolloſſed petfonfete, whithiphuckeu bi thine) afloss 
der, and brake ha fetters inpieces, and ſtroake himſclfe with bones, 

' The greatcr part of mankindedoth thirſt for golde andſil.. 
uer,and money, it is the earthen God,almolt of all the inhabji. 
rants of the'carth cucry worldling dottraJore; and worthipit, 

Recch. 7.19. and yct Ezerhicl ſpeaketh of a timme when #5+y ſhall caſt cheer file 
wer inthe ſtrectes,and their golde farre from them, being opprelled: 
with feare and rerror. 5x) Mr f | 

It is not very iclightfull and pleaſant,cuen a matter ofcon«! 
tentm-nt ro moſt mens appetites; to ſitar full cuppes of wine; 
and Ntrong drinke,with varictic,andabundanceof delicious dis: 
ſhes,and ſuch companions as they belt ike of ? And yet thinke: 
how B:{>zzu4r thatcurſed king of Babel, could rellith all his 
delicatcs , when he ſaw the hand writing his ruinc'and deſtinie 
vponthe wall': when the interpretation of it was tolde him! ' 
when hee beheld che enemic ruſhing into the houſe 'with a. nas 
ked ſword in his hand, to ſlay him, And then his pompe, and: 
then his-power, andthen his dignitic, hislarge dominiong; 
andample poiſc{ſions , though all of them wereſuchas were: . 
admired of all,could yct bring nocomfortat all vatohim.: 
Firſt, diſappomrment is a torment vnto them , when they! 
faile of that felicitie , which their delights ſecmcd to be great: - 
with , and readic to bring forth into theirlippes, and in'place 
thereof, ſhall finde ſo many antioyances and troubles', which 
they neucr ſo muchasſiſpedted; 74 5 7h LOYE 
" "Secondly, God by a wiſe prouidence; will hauc all worldlie 
deleRations ſubic&,as it were,to putrifattion, & loathſomnes, 
. thatbecomingſomtimesvnfauory;they mightatnotimebeſs \ 
vchemetly longed for. We ſee now(notwithftanding thatrhey: 
ye p* jue (> bitter, & if the griefs wherewiththey 61 many mens 
icarts) that fewe arc to be found who hunger not after them 


witha greedic appetite, and what would they docthen,, if they 

were priuiledged from all iriconueniences,yeclding purepleas | 

ſures, withour anje inixture of anic trouble or vexation #' 

-" And withall', heercby hee ſupporteth the heartes of by [ 
T— people, 
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FH WIS, a6 Hug Bey were" pacTerie Notoriety 
felucs lichence they bearefoheauie | urdens of great vnquiet- 
nes, when thicy ſcene tobe moſt fortunate and happic. 


' Inſtrution, that no man ſhould fatisfic hitnſclfe in obrai pe, 


ning good thirigs, 'vnletſe he receive them with afſurance of 
Godsfauour, and hikewife enivy them by verrne of Gods blef- 


fing. H-«4 thought, rhat che very having of her firſt ſonne had: 


bene the getting of a great ſubſtance, and therefore the called. 
his name Cai, that is, a polleffion : but poore woman, ſhe was 
deceiued in her expeation (as calily the might be. through. 


© / 


want of all experience) 


Habel,who was in deed a worthy poſlefſion:Whatſocuer there. - 


fore thou wiſheltto haue made comfortable to thee, relie not: 


-ypon too much, as though of it (clte it could miniſter any ' 


comfort,how ſpecious,profitable,or pleaſant ſocuer ita peare,. 


but ſuc by praicrto him that gauc it,that he would giue the ioy4 
full fruition of it. And be admoniſhed by this, toſecke princi-- 
lly,and with greatcſt iaduſtric,things which are aboycyto la- 
po molt for heaucnly graces, which certaincly would bring 
I fpicituall gladnes with them. Get faith ratherthen riches,&let- 
y heart be furniſhed with the feare of God, more then thy 
fate and houſe, with all manner of treaſures, and ornaments... 
Thoughthy wealth doe vaniſh, thy ſtrength decay, thy great- 
hesdecreaſe, thy friendsforſike thee, or all theſe remaining, 
cannot preferuc thy heart from friefes, & feares,yerthy godli- 
_nes,thy wiſedome,thy loue, thy mercic, thy patience, and the- 
like,will abide with thee, and. ſtandto thee, and ſuffer no-miſe--- 
riccoſcize vpon thee: Eo pokes: 1x6 
' Verſe. 14. Houſe and ſubRance are the inheritance of the fathers,” 
but a prudent wife is from the Lord. NOT 44 xtzre 
Þ the former ſentence, by a liuely ſimilitude, heſhewed how 
noyſome a bad wifcis, and in this by an otherargument, he 
'maketh it appeare whar a great benefit a good wife is. He 
Prooucth it from the —_— 
FTA | + 


Xo le, thatthey ſhould notbe'difcouraged at the7 roſperitie 


ice) for he wasſpfarre from being a potlef-Gen.4. 
fis of any worth,as that he diſpoiletſed her dig pap 2. 


that the Lord doth beſtowe-- 


Wh PROVERBS. | 
her,and that in manner differing from his oxdinaric | 
mon gifturcs. Houſes, and lands arc his gifts alſo, anJ{oare 
commonly,and mediately receiucdfromanceſtorsas fathers, 
grandfathers, and great grandfathers, to whom the Lord hath 


_ 


rom hand to hand to their polteritic. But apradent wife, a god: 
crcet, and gracious husband, zr from the Lord, made luch a one 
| by his grace,and ioyned to the yoke-fellow, _ - 
| Do#t, -| Houſe and riches, ec. No man cag paſily hauc poſleſſions 
| .. 2 of quill valew witha good yoke-fcllow,  - | 


| God is,the more-pretious it is, | | ">a 
| _ The bread which in the wildernes fell daily fromthe 
E.1 | cloudes, was farre morc' notable, then' if the 7/rgelites had 
manured the ground, and bene prouided for of corne, anditts 


c/,and the Shwnamitesſonne,was farre more honourable ther 


1 Kingt7es. handful of mealc in the barrell, and the little ozle in the cr uſe, which 
were long deked out to. the. poore widowe of Sarepta, weig 
more to be eltecmed of, then all /ez4bels plentic of viAtuals, 
Andſ{o wastheoyle that was multiplied to the poore prophets 


1,Kiog.4. 
2,K'0g.20. 


Toha.t, 


nw þ LIT] TT 5 w:$ F PAI t 5 Fi..5 oe | ? 
riches, and all forts, of FommadHHghe, DYF they Arc per lng 


given power to get, and who} xr, and awill tolcauc them . 


ly ,wilc, and vertuous wife, and in like manger, a reli ious, i : | 


| /7 /_,  _ This hath benc handledin the fourth verſe ofthe rwelfth 
Set " ,, Chapter, and remaincth to. be'furcher inlarged in the laſt - 
11 DA. chapt . 4 EIRIP it's 
| From the Lord, &-c. The moreimmediatc any good giftof | 


nedan harueſt. And the birth of /aec, of ohn Bapriſt, of Sams 


their mothers had benefertile, and apt to beare children. The 


widowe, for maintenance, and payment of her debts, chenill 
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: || ntradiQ, or: goeabvutrocroſle it; ſaying; thisthngi#procet- 


. 
” 


ſtomed helpes and meanes of ſafctic, or ſuſtenance, as others - 
wontcedly cnioy,andreſerueth them, by himſelfeginapeculiar 
manncr to be prouiged for. Inthis cafe aremany ſeemingwhos 


Þ ly forlorne; and viterly deſtitute of all aide arid ſixeconr, who 


may truely be ſaid. to live by faith, not onely for ſaluation, 


. andcuerlaſting life, for foode, apparel), harbour, and lodging, 


with other ncedfull things appertaining to this-life; Their 
maintenance ccafech, their ſtrengrh faileth, theirfriends for- _ | 
Gke them, their aduerfarics _—_ them; and yet:they'arcnot 
without comforts,and refreſhings. They huuenothingto cake * 
too,or depend vpon,andyetbehold they want nothing {eh 
found the fidelitic of this prouidence for his foode inthetime - 


. ofthe greatdrought and ſcarcitic, when he'could come by'no 
- other mcate, bit that whicha7axexſhould miniſter vneohim, x-King. 6.17, 


and that kinde of creature is ſeldome a good purueyer, cor ca- 
, and yet was he no-day neglected, as being difappoyneed 

either of &re4d or{-/þ, for dinner;or ſupper: And $i Pautamong 

[os ions Had experience of the ſame for his preſeruation, inthe 

timcof-his tribulations.” ares 2nd faieh hejwokety frde,yer 

are we not in difreſſe : in pomertie, Vut not onercome of pouertie."We 2 cg, x... 

Keper/ecuted, but not forſaken; caſt downe; but we periſh not. | 

,; The Lord hath a principal hand'inall goodimarrizges.iA n,g,z, 

yertuous wife for a faithfilſ husbiinl; is not #pattimonie be- 

-queathed by parents, bur a free, anitſpecidlt;gife beſtowed/by 

God : though commonly procured by humane induſtrie, asa 

Mmcancs of te match, yet deſtinatedby a diuine decree as the 

appointer thereof. So mutht is expfeted mtheformerdchap- 

ter, whereit is aide, that he which ff deth a wife (meaning futh proux8.44, 

a0neas is hereſpecified) finderh a poodthing, nid yeceinetbfunaenr 

#f the Lord. This is cuident to be ſeene mw'the- cafe'o L 

and Rebecca: Abrahams [eryant was well acquainted with-this - 

Point,and grounded his praict vponit;defiriagtoknoveby'la 

i (which in deed wasextraordinarie) whatraf3 Gel hador- Gen, 24.14. 

duned for his{ernuant Iſaack; and that be had ſhowed'mercie'owhis 

maiſter. And the cffe& was (oapparant, IO verſe, 50,51. 

Bethuel, were driven to acknowledge it direly; anEduritaoe | 


ZZ 


aA 


aed 
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ded of the Lord © we cannot therefore ſay tothee, cither ewil or g; 
Behold Rebecca is before thee, take her, and goe, that ſhe may Erb 
nuiſters [anne wife, enenas the Lord bath [aide. Now albeit his 
hand were more conſpicuous then in dealing for //azc, and ms 
kingthe voyage of 45rahams metſengerſo proſperous, yetit 
is exerciſed (till, in other godly mcris-affaires of like nature, 
though-notſo much diſcerned. _. + | 
--.Fir(t,by;his ſpiritboth men and women are made marria 
able, that is, prepared with gifts and graces for the eftace bf 
wedlocke,and become mectc companions for Chriſtian yoke. 
fcllowes. | | | 

2 --: Secondly, his prouidence diſpolcth of, and proſpereth the 
occalions, motions, and proceedings thereof, in ſuch ſort, as 

. all impedimentsare remoued,and thoſe meances made cfeQy. 

+ all which arc vſcd for ſetting forwards of theſe matches, He 

frameth the affecios of the partics,that one ſhould like of, and * 
loue:the other: he igclineth the hearts, of fricnds that'the 
ſhould willingly.conſent, and giue incouragement thereto he 
defeateth the practiſes of aduerſarics, that they ſhiall ory 
. -waile in their oppolitions agaialt them. - Euen'thoſe thil 
which ſeeme caſually to happen, . and accidently to makee! 
ther for their; ouſct; oc:progretie, . arc purpoſely appoint 
by him, forthe accompliſhment ofhis willin that ma 


Reaſons. I, 


. % 


ter, As: 
for example, docth itnot.now appeare, that therefore Elams- 
"tech with his wife and ſonnes were (ent into the countrey's 
A4oab;that Chilien ſhould marrie Ruth ? And for Chilionto mit- 
rie-Ravk, thatſhe might he knit both in alliance & affeRiontd 
Naomi Andthcreforctobe ſo vnited to Naomy, that ſhe mi it 
bring her with her to Beth/chens ? And therefore to be brought 
to-Beth/cbem,that ſhe and her waics might be knowne to Boaz! 
;Anditherefore. to be. knowne to Boaz, that Boaz might 
Haveduccallingtochuſc her for his wifc? Adde hereunto 
* gleaninginthe held, her ſighting vpon Boaz his held, the! 
manitie which he did ſhewe vnto her, the refuſall which the 
other kinſman made of her, doenotall theſe, and mary oof 
* 


circum $ concurre together to, bring this to paſle, 
Boazſhould hauc ſo good opportunitic toenioy her? .._.. 
: | InſtruRion 


1 rghur PROVERBS, 67 - 
= V1Inftruftion for them that would ſpeede well , and finde 
goo ſucceſle in their wooing , and marriages , that they ſue 
to God for his direction and afliftance, before they become 
ſuiters vncothe parties whome they atfe&, for the winning of 
. their affeRions. : g 
Abrahams Agent for- Iſaacks match , in his wiſedome= fay 
that to be the belt way for good ſucceſle, and therefore fellow- 
cdit, andaccordinglic proſpered, as by the toric appeareth': 
and if he then were ſo prouident,and profperous,for the bene- 
fite of an other,ought not cucry wiſe man to be as prudent, and 
to take the ſame courſe,in anic matter oflike importance, con- 
ccrning himſclfe 2 | OY Fi 
But withall , let him that defireth to have a goed wife 
| ted to him , looke well to his owne (oule , and take 
- to his wayes , that he may beto her a worthic husband, 
and to God a faithfull ſeruant : Otherwiſe, his attempt to 
attaine her,ſhall all be fruſtrate, or her goodnesinthe end, will 
make but little for his comfort: - Heemuſt pleaſe him, and get 
his favonr ; ( as was cited out of the: former Chapter, which 
| -_ finde him ſohcncficiall, as to inrich himwithſuch a ble(- 
 fing. | | 
| A is promiſed in the Plalmes, as a reward proper to them Phal.tah.z- 
that feare the Lord, and walke in his wayes , to make them bleſſed, 
thatthcir Fines fhall be prefitable;and-comfortable, fruitfull,and 
lcaſant, /ike to the Vines , on the ſides of their houſes : which fal- 
h out when they are well-graced before hand , and fo by his 
goodnes put intothcir boſomes,or afterwards reclaimed from 
vices, and as-it were transformed vnder their diſcreete go-. 
uernment, | ab | Ga penithy 
And fo godlie men,afflited with godles wiucs,are not with- . 
outhopeeftheir reformation, for asmuch as hee is no leile a» 
ble, or willing toworke grace in them thatarc alreadie marri- 
ed, then ia thoſe that yet be vabeſtowed and ſingle. * ' *' ©, 
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Verſe 15. Stothfulues canſeth heanie ſleepe to fall, and a decals 
full perſon ſhall be affumiſhed. | 


| Om dangerous cffeds of ſluggiſhnes , arc here ſetdowne, 
& anddeſcribed, whereofſome are {innes, and heedfullicto 
be ſhunned, and others arc puniſhments thereof , and. 

ly to be fearcd, | | 
The firſt is., immoderate andexceſſiue ſleeping, whereby 
mens callings and labours are neglected, their time loſt, and 
thcir wits and ſcnces dulled:: and this groweth partly from the 
abundance of humors, by whichthe hcad is oppretlcd,8 part- 
lic from the want of cheerfulnes, whereby the nn touldbe 


refreſhed: and therefore obſeruc, thatall (luggards arc lumpilh, 
andlike dead men , fauing when they be about the praiſe or 
ictof ſomething vnlawfull.. | | 
Thisdrowfincilc of theirs, and: diſpoſition to-leepe,.they' 
are charged with , and challenged for, in the (ixe Chapter # 
. How long wilt thou ſleepe, 0: ſinggard,, whenwilttthonariſe out. of 


thy ſleepe 2. OF. | Fes F : ch 
Theſecond is-deceitfulnetle, becing inferred'in the latter 
clauſe,as that which inſueth both vpon ſlothfulnes and ſicepi- 
nes. For they that loſe their time, can neither get wealth well 
nor keepe that which others hauec formerly gathcred:by:their 
trauell. Then muſtthey necds fall into indigencie and want, 
and beeing not able toſuſtaine the violence thereof, ( for none 
are ſo impatient. of poucrtie, asthoſe who retchleſlic throwe 
themſclucsinto it, ) they will liue by their witres., and ſhift for 
them(clues,by falſhood and indire&courſes.. | 
Thethird,which is the puniſhment of all: the former, is. f4- 
mine,and miſcrable neccſiitic , which their fraude and deccits 
fulnes doth double ypon them, and not preuent, or diminiſh, 
Or if itfalLoutthat ! ca a wrongfull dcaling arc holpenin 
their ſtate for a time, yet it turneth totheir greater hurt, and 
deeper decay in time following : or ifthey thriue cuen totheir 
lives end,by theirvniuſt and fraudulent practiſes, yetthey ſhall 
ruc it inthe worldescnde, forthe wu/eries and plagues that will 


ka 


come vpon them, as Saint ewes doth teſtifie. | 
The ſenſe therefore ofthe ſentence is this: Slothfulnes cau 
ſcthmen to be ſlecpic and deceitfull , and hee thatis deccirfull, 
| fleepic,or flothful, ball be effamiſbed. PE 
| q Slothfulnes is a vice veric hurtfall both to bodic, ſoule, and 
outward eſtate. Drowſines is noyſome to the bodic , and for 
healths ſake to be auoyded.. Deceitfulnes is pernicious to the 
ſoulc, and for conſcienceſaketo be abhorred : and affamiſh- 
ment is the dcſolation of the ſtate, tending towardes the de- 
fruRion of life, and therefore is with due circumſpeRion and 
prouidencicto be preuented. The cuilsthat ſlothfulnes brin- 
geth : See, Chap. 12. Verſ, 24 | 
qe Afaniſeed, cc. Vnrighteous dealing bringeththat milcrie 
ypon mens heads, which they arc moſt afraid of. bo 
What thing is ſo dreadfull, grimme, and horrible, toal 
worldlic men,as penuric and neede? Gods wrath isnot: the di- 
vell is not: death is not: damnation is not: hell isnot,(though 
 alltheſe in time wilt be ,) for doc they not prouoke Gods an- 
, and make themſclues a prey to the diuel , and caſt them- 
lus into the month af death, damnation, and hell it ſelfe, 
to purchaſe profites,, and keepe of-pouertic? And yet miſta- 
king their way, the faſter,many would runne from it, through 
the by-paths of craft, and iniuſtice , the more haſt they make 
towards it , till at laſt they bedcuouredof it. See Chapt, 18. 
Verl. 4. & 12. V. 27. | 


Verſe 16 He that keezeth the commandement, keepeth his ſonle: 
but hee that deFiſeth his wayes, ſhall die. I. 
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_— ghenes of his heart, obſerueththe law of the Lord, 

tow 

as little as he can,thogh he cannot obey itſo fully as he would, 

& is hblcd for ma jo anni wo _ & triſgreſſions, 
th bis ſoule, him apart being p thew pre- 

Cock the life both of bidfoule and bodic, froman vntimely 

death,& cternal deſtruion,not a” meritofhis A 
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Ee that keepeth the commandenernt which inthe integritic, - 
kin the ſame,althogh he cannot fulfill it,beaking it - 


Tam, f I, 
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but by tlie mercic of God, that rewardeth him for it: Buz 


he that 


' deffiſeth hiswayes , makeEth noaccount how , or after what. ſore | 


hee doth liue, nor hath caretobe direed by thepreſcript.rale 
of the holic word of God, /b4! ve, ſhall certaincly periii., and: 
be deſtroyed for cuer, atthe laſt, though peraduenture he be. 
ſpared fora ſeaſon. 

Thus tandeth the oppoſition : Hee that keepeth the com« 
mandement ,andregardcth his wayes ſhall liue : but hee. that 
breaketh the commandement, and defpiſeth his wayes , ſhall. 
dic. : ; . et” 
« So much conſcience as anie man maketh of obedience to- 
Gods will, ſo much aſſurance he hath of ſaluation and fafctie, 

They that haue great care to ſhewe themſcluces obſequious,. 
and faithfull vnto him , haue great cauſe to looke for proteQj. 
onand bletſednes from him: they that are moreremitle in per. 
forming thoſe duties which his commandemets require, muſt 
needes be more abridged of that comfort which his promiſes. 
doc offer : and they which refuſe to ſubmit them(clues to the: 
authoritic of his word,or todo him anie ſcruiccat all,muſt well. 
vnderſtand , that they arc notto expe from him anie preſer« 
uation,or fauourat all, but rather puniſhments and vengeance, 
Letvs vs attend to the teſtimonic of David, who ſpeaketh his- 
knowledge, and that by the experience which himſelfe found 
inthis caſe. Becasſe ((aith hee) 7 kept the wayes of the Lord, and: 
did not wickedlie againſt my God , (for all his Lawes were before mes, 
and I did not caſt away his comm madements from mee : I was vpright- 
<lſo with hims,&5- hane kept me from my wickednes) therefore the Lord 

wwarded me according tomy righteouſnes, and according tothe puree _ 
wes ofmy han is in his ſight. With the goalie, thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe- 
godlie ; with the upright man,thou wilt fhzw thy ſelfe upright. Wah 

the pure, thouwilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure + with the froward, tho ſetteſs 
thy /elfe towreſtle, . Thus thou wilt ſaue. the humble ( or poorepes« 
ple) and wilt caſt downe the proude lookes, 5. 

Fifft , nothing is morcacceptable , or better pleafing tothe: - 
Lord,then obcdicnce, faithfully performed to his will : neither” 
doth any thing more offend him,norſo much incelc his indige: 
nation,as the contempt,& ſmallregard of his MG 
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or whatlaith Same! to Sevl, touching this lame point? Hath 


the Lord greater pleaſure in burnt offerings; and ſacrifices; as when 


the woyce of the Lord is obeyed? Behold to obey, 1s better then ſacri- 
fire : and to hearken, is better then the fat of rammes. But rebellion 
ks as the finne of witchcraft, aud tranſgreſſion it wickednes, and as 
idolatrie, Tt 

Secondly, they that are belccuers, and obedient, haue /e/3 "= 
Chriſt for their mediator, and redeemer, an&how then'can © 7 
butthey be ſaued 2 but ro them which be diſobedient atthe word, 3» Per-23, 
he is a ſtone to ſtumble at, and a rocks of offence, and how thencan it be | 
that they ſhouldnot periſh ? 

The Lord himſelfe is the keeper ofthem that ſeruchim, b& 3 
gnes are ouer the righteous; and hzs cares ave open to their pratzrs : but PC,24.T5.16- 
the angry face of the Lord is againſt them that doe evill,” to cnt off 


their remembrance from the earth. 


Laſtly,the promiſes andbleflings of life, faluation,and hap- _” 4 
pines, are all alſured to them that heare the word of God, and keepe nas "og 
it: tothens that diligently obey the voyce of the Loxd their God, and | 
obſerue 14 doe all bis commmdements : andthe threates for 
death, deſtruction, and miſcrie, are direRedagain(t thoſe that | 
ſhall d:ſÞiſe bis ordinances, and whoſe ſoule abhorreth his lawes, ſo Leuit 2C.thry 
that they. will not doe all his commundements, but breake hi cone- 
wants. | 
. Inſtruction todeale ſoundly for our Ges raed make cleere Y/e- 
and manifeſt the good eſtate of our ſonles, confirming our ' 
hope with ſure and infallible proofes: of : regeneration and 
grace,andnotſeducing ourhearts with fallacious,and guilefull 
illuſions. The Apoſtle would not haue'a»y man /ecme ro bimſelfe Gal6, 3.4. 
that be ts ſom:what, when he i nothing, deceining himſelfe in his ima- 


. gination, buradmoniſheth exery man to prooue his owne works, and 


then he ſhall hane reiajcing in himſetlfe onely, and not in an other. All 
the cuidence that many hauec of their ſaluationis this;that their - 
acquaintance, who. yct are vaacquaiated-with their hearts, - 
and the courſe oftheir behauiour, commend them for Chriſti- 
ans,and hope well ofthem : and fo their whole comfort ſtands + 
inthe opinions whichthcir neighbours conceiuc, and not in - 
any allurance that themſclucs obtaine, And diucrs' concl wy, : 
we? K-3- of” 


- 
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of their owne ſafctic, by no other argument, but onely the 
lightofother mens pcrills: thac their life and condition muſt 

' - ncedes be good, becauſe the courſeand caſe of ſo many leaud 
perſons appearcti ſo ba1: and fo the very foundation of their 
confidence, is nothing elſe but a ſandie compariſon. 2. Terror 
for impio1s profane perſons, which blciſe them(ſelues, when 
Gol curſcth them;which arrogatethe promiſes of life, when he 

Dav.i%i9, denounceththe threates of death : which hawe aroore of bitterner 
5n thems,and ſay peace ſhall be to me, although I walke according tothe 
Rtubbornnes of mine owne hart.lf they perliſting in this their (tub- 
 bornnes, & perpctuall peace, Gods ſeruants walking faithfully 
bcfore him, ſhall finde eternall miferic : for he is as iuſt to cxe- 
cutc his threatnings, as kinde and gracious to performe his 
promiſes. Now itis impoſlible for Gods children to periſh, as 
it is for his ewne nature and bcing to faile, and therefore be- 
hold the damna ble tate oftheſe preſumptuousmiſcreants, If - 
they witbe blaſphemers,if they wilbe ſcoffers atreligious cxer- 
ciſcs;if-they profane.the holyſabbath, which the Lord hath. 
inſtituted to be ſanRified:tif they will deſpiſe the authoritieof 
their goucrnours : ifthey will beproud, and high minded: if 
they wilbe vamercifull and cruecll:1f they wilbe vnchalt and 
filthy, or intemperate drunkards, or couctous carth-wormes, 
or falſe fingercd, or falſe tongued, orallowethem(clues in any 
kinde of vicious bchauiour, lctthem procecd in their leaud- 
nes, and God will proceed in his rightcouſnes: their {eeuritie 
will bring them no ſafetic, the more they contemne his words 
by (inning againſt them, the more he will glorific his words, 
by manifeſting the iuſtice, and veritic of them. Andthis may 
alſo ſcrueto admoniſh all to beware, how they, negleing the 
commandements ſo ftrialy to be obſcrued, in ſteed thereof, 
reſcribe to themſclues a worfhip which the braine -of man. 
Le inuented, and the wiHf of manimbraced, without warrant 


of,and therefore contraric to the word and will ofthe Almigh«. 
tic. As theſe arc nottobe numbredamong the Atheiſts, be- 
cauſc they be not ſo impudencly impious as they be, ſonei- 
etherarethey to be reckoned among ge 7. nor 


+* 


| » becauſe 
they want that humilitic, and vprightnes which they haue. 
For 
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Ir ſuperſtition ingendred by pride, and ſound religion gotten 
by grace, arc ſo oppoſite, and coatraric one tothe other, that 
no man can polltbly haue in him the habite of them-both to 
gether. Andif the keepingofthe commandements be of ſuch 
importance for the tranquilitie of the conſciencegto giuefatis- 
faction therto far.the certaintic of faluation, then ditlemblin 
| Chriſtians alfo, and fruitleiſe profeilours of the Goſpell, __ 
| necdes: be voyde of all found comfort, For though they 
| | a of goodacs, yetthey onely ſpeake,and practiſe not;and 
though they heare the voyce of dd, yet. they be hewers onely, Lam.1.24 
| andnst deers of the word, as S. Tamer (aith, deceining their owne © 
foules:whereas the promiſe ismade tothemmhich are not forget 
full hearers, but docrs of the works, that ſuch ſhalbe bleſſed tw their 
deeds. For where knowledge, profeſiion,and tranſgreſſion,con- 
curre together,the {inne is the greater, becaule it is ſcandalous, 
and wiltull, and the burden thereof the heauicr, becauſe the 
hcart is more priuic to it (clfe of guiltines,andapprehealiue of 
puniſhment, | 30% | 


+ Verſe.17. Hethat giueth fieel to the poore, lendeth we ther 
Lord,and the Lord willrepay bun his reward... ; 


HE that gineth freely] whichout eflioqomeaen and mers- 

clexvihom any carnall, or corrupt reſpect of his owne ad- 

-... - uantage,miniſtreth foode,apparcll, harbour,or any kinde- 

ofhclpe and comfort, by-word, or deed, to the poore, tothem-+ 

that arcinafflition, of whas fort (ocuer, elpecially-iftheybe- 

Gods faithfull ſcruantg,- or ſcemeto be ſuch; lendeth-ro-the- 

Lord, not that he is behaldento vs, or recciueth; anybenefite 

stour hands: for whatcan we giue thathelcat notto- ys, nor is- 

his owne,nor in his power, to take, anddiſpoſe of, towhom he | 
will,withoutour leauc? but heis-plcaled ſotoacceptof our be-- : | 
neficence.to our brethren, as-if hicaſelfe-wete thereby gratis = -1 
ficd, and had a. good turne done-to him: for men aremany 

times pleaſured by that which-is lentthemiintheiencede, and 

arc glad tobuy the yſe thereof with-loanc, and therefore iris Pers, s; 
noted as aworke of mercic from. agood many agtoncly mat 


DoZ. | 


Prou I493I, 


Mat.35.34. 
&c 


. 


Reaſons.2. 


- bound thereto, andas an honeft borrower will :be carcfull co: - 


and foulc,and all that they hauc is worth. 


ſeructh cucry where, all the mercicthatis ſhewedby any to his' 


the ſametowards one of the leaſt ofhis brethren. ' | 


_edtohim, for wholeſake thoſe poore Chriſtians arclo merci. 
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he beſtoweth gifts, butalſothat he lendeth freely. So. then GE 
vouchſafethto repute that which is paide vnto him, though; 
imperfely too, and ſcarce by the halucs, to be asit were, a.. 
coartelic and kindnes from vs, as if foie thingof ours were 


deliuered to him. Ard the Lord will repay him his reward: he will - 


as faithfully recompence the mercifull man, as if he were: - 


pay that which he oweth..For of his grace he maketh himſclfe 
adebter, tothem which are morein his debt, then their body; 


Whatſocuer good is done to godly men afflied, is.accep- 
ted of God, as doneto himfelfe.” - FI ok 
So farre is he from caſting off;anddiſclaiming his people in-- 
their poucrtic,and tribulations, as thatat no othet time in this- 
life, he doth more profeſledly acknowledgethem, and publiſh 
the tendernes of his affe tion towards them, As what greater. 
teſtimonie-can there be of loue and kindnes, then this, that - 
their enemies be hisencmics:their friends his friends:theirbe>- ! 
nefacors ſo graced andeſteemed of, as if they were become* 
his-creditors. We haueſcenc in ſome other place before, thae 
be which oppreſſeth the poore, reprocheth hins that made him, but he 
hononreth him that hath mercie on thepoore. © "> 


And our Saviour himſelfeprofelſcth, that he preſently ob-. 


poore ſcruants : and how he will requitethe ſame hercafter, in. 
calling them as blefſed ones to thefruition, with him, of his 

celeſtiall kingdome, and why he will renderthem (o great ares? 
watd,becaufethey fedde him in hishunger,gauc him drinkein- 
his thirſt, and cloathed him being naked, &c :and aftcr what 
manner they performed theſeduties vnto him, by excrciling 


Firſt, he is obcycd therein, requiring ſuch care tobe hadof 
his necdic and diftrefſed people: andthe greateſt loueyis ſhewe. 


fully intreated. tea Ferrari 

Secondly, the partics thus relieued are the ſonnes of God, 

and the brethrentiof Chriſty as by the ſcripture lafft alledged,. 
ve: appcarcth: 
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Ppcarcth : and what tender-harted father,or well affe&ed bro- 
ther , would not gratcfullic take the ſuccour and:reliefe that is 
-minittred co his deare children, or brethren in their necedlitics:? 
Thirdlie , they arc neerer to our Lord /e/as ChrifF then one 
brother is toanocher,or child to the father :for they are mem- 
bers of him, fleſh of his fleſh,8 bone ofhis bones;and as much 
arded of him, as the apple of his cyc:: and thereforc he is in- 
terclicdin chefauourthat the leaſt or feebleſt of themſhall find 
atany time. F 
Encouragement for men to beſtow willingly,cheerfully, and #7e.2. 
{iberally,on the poore Saints,fithence their beneuolence is(ure 
to finde (o good allowance,and will certainlie procure ſv large 
a compenſation. Can they puethcir ſtocke into a ſurer hand 
for ſafety, withoutany perill of loting? Orcanthey meetwith 
amorc commodious banke for gaine, as to haucthe principall 
. | doublcd, and tripled,& increaſed morethen ten thoufand fold? 
* | .- If they would hauecthcir ttates ſufficiently provided for,and 
- ÞT their hears cheerfull during life, andtheir confciences com- 
* | fortablcat their death,and ſoules and bodies happic and glori- 
| | ousforcuer,thelctthem (o imploy their portion, and all the a- 
| bilitie thatisin them,thatmen may recetweproteRioazreliefe, 
| counſell;comfort,or ſomerefrething from them,and they'may 
exp-&-this munificentand kinglic retribution from the 'Lord. 
Reproofeof their follie, which miſguidingtheiraffaires with- L. 
out judgement, are willing to doc nothing for thein;by whom 
they looke to be anſwered nothing : for they account all that 
to be loft which man repayeth not. Sce how-vnthritrily they 
| deale; and whateu'll husbandsthey are for their foules;, in'de- 
frauding themſclues of fo gr-at a commoditic as they ſhould 
hauc gained by taking God for their pay-maſter. It'is not one- 
lie a iuſt precept, burwiſecounſell, which Chriſt giuethin the 
Goſpell, as by the m— therevnto-annexcd,' istnanifelt. 
When thou makeſt a dinner, or a ſupper ,callivat thy freendey, nor thy | 
brethren, nor thy kinſm:n_ nor thy rich neighbours , left theybi4 thee Luk. 14.13, 
4r4ine.and arecompence be made thee. But when thou makeſt a feaſt, 3-14 
| call the poore,the maymed,the lame, and the blinds. And thoufhats 
- | bleſſed, becanſe they cant recompencs thee : forthow ſhalt be ve- 
IS compenced 
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compenced at the reſurreHion of the inſt. 


04. But mult men be carcles of their ſtates in prouiding for: f 


their ſaluation? Is all to be done for the ſoulc, and nothing for: 
the houſe 2 What ſhall I lIeaue my Children?. ; 
Anſw. Providence for thy cucrlaſting tate , doth'nothing! 


impaire thy preſent ſtate,and thy liberalitic doth augment,and; - 


notdiminiſhthy childrensprofperitic. Is the Lord fo barren. 

of wiſedome, or deſtitute of power,as that he cannot inrich the 

© one, buthee muſt impoueriſhthe other ? Or that he cannot 

Pl. 113, 2:&c helpe the father, without hurting the childe ? £ 
Agodlie man isdeſcribedin one of the Plalmes, to be wer« 

cifull, and full of compaſſion , aud rightcous. But howthen goeth 

| the world wich him and his poſtcritie.?: Hw cede ſhall be mighs 

tie ppon'the earth , the generation of the righteous ſball be bleſſed, 

PC37. 25 26: Riches and treaſnres ſhall be in his bonſe , and bis righteonſnes remai+ 
netrbforener. And totheſamepurpole ivisſaidin another Pſal,. 

I hauc bene young,and am old: yet I neuer ſam the righteous forſaken, 
war his ſeede begging bread, But heeis ener merciful, and lendrthy 
and his ſeede emoyeth the bleſſing, - TT (2 

3 Conſolation to Gods afflicted children,whichare in wants,os 
feares,orother calamities,that their caſe is nothelples,though, 
they cannot helpe them(ſclucs. -For as: muchas the:Lord yite- 
dertaketh to ſatisfiethoſe thatſhall be. helpfull vntothem,jitis 
notto be doubted, butthat ſome bodic will take his word ,and 

ſhewe that mercie. He is not outofcredit,though vabelicuers 
darcnottruſt to his promiſe: for he hath-many friends, wanie 
feruants,many children;which will be ready for his fake,to dog 

all the. good they can foranic ofhis that ſtand inneede of their 
aid. Who would notthinke.himſelfan happy man,if he a 
hauc opportunitic,to doe ſeruicetothe King,by pleafuring his. 
ſonnevpananicoccalion;clpecially ina weightic matter, & be+ 
ingrequired,and encouraged by him,with promiſe of great re>- 


ward,andprefetment todo it?. Thendoubtlesſhallthe Kingof 


kings tinde many loyalland well minded ſubieRs,, who for his 
ſake, andthcis.ownc, wilknot be wanting to his diſtreiſed chile 
dren, whomfor the fame<nd, he bringeth into ſuchaduerlitis, 


Dothnotour Saviour intimate asmucb,whenherecounteth 
| | | not: 


cr” .,a+4 k bad 


2 


_ -” 0 


- 


S 3 Yo 15 $009; 9 8: WD oY} OO 


Fe. PROVERBY, 76" 
 ancly the vagictieof afflitions which heeſuftainedin his 
mebers,but likewiſe the readines of comforters to relieue him? 
When he was hungric,ſomefed him: whe he was thirſtic,ſome. 
gaue him drinke': when he was naked, ſome clothed him:when 
he was ſicke, ſome viſited him : when hee was in priſon, ſome 
came vnto him: till as his neede required, ſo were they preſt 

with remedics toſuccour him, I 7. | 


"Verſe 18. Corre@ thy ſonne while there is hope , and let not thy 
ſonle ſpare, which # to-kil hins, + 


Orrett thy ſonne while there is hope, ] chaſtiſe thy childrenof 
cither ſexe,beth by tongue& hand,with rebukes & ftripes, 
being yer young & tender,8 not growne (tubborne, ſtiffe- 
aecked, incorrigible,and paſt hope of amendmet, before they 
arc accuſtomedto cuill waics,or hauelearned todeſpiſe the ad- 
monitions, menacings,rods,8 ſcourges of parents, And/et not. 
thy ſoute ſpare: bewarethat thy fond atfeion withhold thee not 
from duoing this neceffary dutic, which is, rokil him , leaſt thy 
too great induſgency to them,and cockering of them,turne to 
their deſtruction, | | 
q Correction of children ought not to be oucrlong deferred. 
- Soexpedient and behoucfull it is for the childe to betrucly 
nurtured, that Se/amer giueth wotd, for cucric louing,wiſc,and 


diſcreet parent, that he will chaſten bu ſonne betime. Prou, 19-t4e 


«Firſt, pportunitic,and hope of good ſucceflce, which our text 
putteth vs in minde of, ſhould be a motiue tovsto auoid delay, 
The vnrcaſonabvle wilde creatures be tamecable when they are 
young, andtender plants are flexible, and may cablic be bow- 
ed hither and thicher 2 and cuills at the beginning may with 
kiſe difficultic be cured,and remedied. © 

Sccondlie, the mannerof Gods dealing wich his children, 
ixthe beſt precedent for our dealing with ours, 8 he permitreth 
none of his to eſcape too lang, before hee humble them} and 
take downe their harts,cicher by vutward croiſcs and troublcs, 
orby inward tcares and ſorrowes, or by ſome ſuch meanes as 
may beſt ſerue to make them feareand obey him. ' Andat 
hee foreſecthand worketh, ſo godly menallo feele and ay 

L 3 my 


. forthe [aluation of the Lord. An 


Lam, 3-27. 


Dott.” 
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the great bencfite, and profitable cffets that followe v ; 
ſame. 1t# good, (ſaiththe —_—_— both to truſt , and towaite. 
then, /t ir good for a man that hv 
beare the yoak; in his youth, Hee ſutteth alone,and keepeth filcnce, bes 
cauſe h: hath borne it upon hims, © | S125 S 
In'trudioa to inJuce our (clues to the diſcharge of this du- 
tic, by ſuch motiuesas may.molt (tronglic perlwade vs there, 
vnto. Asthatthediſciſc of ſinneand follie is breeding in our: 
childrens hearts in their infancie , and before they be able to. 
ſpeake,and what is the medicine to cure it, butthe rod of cot- 
reQion , which in great poſlibilitic and.likclihood will bee a. 
meaaesto kill it'?- Ap: <4 
Letneede therefore and lone;and hope preuaile with vs.and; 
haſten- our diligence to helpe them. Bur the ſtrokes of the 
twigges be paincfulland ſharpe totheirtender ficth: and ſoare 
Allocs, and ſome other medecines for the wormes, vnpleaſant: 
alſo and bitter:o their taſte,and yer for fafcties ſake, and preſers 
uation of their health, we will gitte them thereof to cate,whiles: 
they ſucke on their mothers bre(ts. And why then ſhould wee 
ſpeake, and doc ſo much againſt them , in ſeeming to pleade 
and deale for them, ſaying, they know not yet what correction 
meancth : their owne diſcretion will teach themrto amend their 
faults hereafter : th-ir own rod will beate them in time,& learne 
them more wiſedome,&c. The ſmart of corretion may make 
them to know the meaning of correion: & they are the more 
likely tobe diſcreete forthe amendement of their faults heres 
after,if Gods diſcipline bevſed to them before: and itisbeſtto: 
be fo inftruRed by the parents rod in .child-hood;that they be 
not whipped with anic rods of their owne in riperage. 
q Tokil vim, cc. They ſhewethemſelues vnmercifullparents, 
which exempttheir childrenfro due correRion, Sge c.3.v.24; 


> 


let him eſcape, yet applic chaſtiſement againe. 


Jt formerſeneence was decluredthe neceſſity of correfti- 
I — 
| | bo 


verſ.1 9, Being in great wrath,reneit the panlevens + bu ifthou | 
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What is the fitteſt ſeaſon to begin it, 'cuen-in their- childhood. 
Now in this headmoniſheth:icacry- main totake'heedetthat het 
matre it-not, or hindct:chegood effec thereof by chisovwne 
diſtemper. . Andthereforcitis ſaid, 'Bring in-greatwrath, when. 
thouart in an angrie moode,and burneſt with furic,and hotdiſ- 
plealureyremre the puniſhment, Ict paile for that time the punith- 
ment of the partic offendling.'+ Bur fthon let hinveſraps, yet applie 
chaftiſement aoaine. Neuertheleſſs, though for thattime, and: 
perhaps forchat faultchou let him goe free, yet leaue himnot 
Þ to himſelfe, nor luffer himco goe on (till vapuniſhed; but 
when thou art more caline, and as occalion ſhalbe offered, take- 
him in hand, and chiſtiſe him, MD CAIC 261 4% 
E Corre&ion is neither to be giuen in paſſion, nor omitted DoF. 
remillely.-It is vnhe to ſeckeredretſe of other mens faults; by - 
committing as greatourſclues: oraltogether todiſpence with, .. 
and paſle ouecr their offences to:the hart of cheir ſoules, bee 
caulc it ſeemeth our ſclues are ouer-carriced with" corruptions.: - 
Both theſe are hurtfull-exrremitics,” buckwill inlift eſpecially- 
vponthe former, becauſe the perill ofnegleing punithment- 


appeared by the former ſcntease, and other places of this 


booke. To thepoyaethercfore in hand,'S. Tame; (peakethper--- 

tincntly, though nor particularly,when he ſaith, The wrath of fam:1.26; 
man,doth not execute the righteouſnerof God, which euery onethat 

inflifketh any puniſhment vponan other,ought to Jo; When Nam.x0.to- 


the troubleſome: [rachites had driven Moſes that- mecke f(er- 


vant of God into apailion, by vexing of his ſpirit; cuen he; for 
the time was not in cafe, ſo much as to repreh=nd themin-that-PL106. 3 3. 
manner asbecame him, but {pake vaaduiſedly with. his lippes, - 
both in rating ofthem, and neglecRing-toſanAifiethe: Lord. 
And yceld that Dawid might warrantably: haue-proceeded a- 1-Satnaaye + 
gainſt M451 for his vathankfull, churliſh, infalcat, and con- 
temptible behauiour,' yet what worke:would hethaue made 
his rage, when for one mans faulthe was refolucd ro-murthera .- 
wholc familic ?-- © £1 27%. be 2A 

Fir, a man in his diſtemper can hardly keepe meaſurein Regſorr.x,: 
puniſhing,as the example laſt produced doth witneile, bur ſhall _ | 
by the.ſforc (treame 'of hig/anger, beccarried ro-theprattiſc of : 
L-z: violence, : 
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violence,beyond all bonds of moderation. ci 
2 Sccandly,bcing in that ſort moued,and kindled with irc,the 
feruonr and heatcof bischoller will ſo fire his tongue, thatno . 
rauc and coole-expoſtulations and admonitions, which put 
ie we correions, and cauſe them to worke, can bedeliug- 

redby it. 

3  Thirdly,wrath and immodcrate anger disfigure the face of a 
man, making hiseycs and browes, and all his viſage, to looke 
fierce,andill fauoured, and diſcoucrethalſo the impotencie of 
his affeions, and ſo he that isſmitten (notwichRanding that 
he be afraidof him) will yet by the fight of theſe great infirmis 
tics, bebroughtto condemne and deſpiſe him. ,  _.. ;; 4 

Ve. Infiruction not to be ſuddaine and haftic to ſtrike our vny, 
derlings vponthe firſt apprehenſion of a fault committed, Fi 
wegiuecaulſeto our (cluesto ſmite our owne hearts afterygt 2 
with ſorrow and ſhame for our raſhnes, They that be ſoſwiftto 
tight, becommanly as ſloweto examine the cauſc, or to pittie 
the offendor, and pray for him, or toconcciuc hatred of the 
ſinne « or to deliberate in what manner they may belt re» 
dreſſcit. ew ies 

Fe.  Reproofc ofthemythat can neither fight nor chide,but one- 

| Iz inthcir fume,and when their blood is hot. They that be moſt 
boiſterous to ſmite withthe fiſt (which will hardly proue to be 

-- Godsordinancc) and to lay about them with ſtaucs, pitch- 
forkes, and whatſocuer is in their hands, haue vſually the Icalt 
careto reſtraine their people from vices, by ſcaſonable and - 
Modcratcdiſcipline. h a 


'Verſe;20. Heare counſel, and receine infiraftien, that thes maj 
oft be wiſe at thy latter end. | >] 


T_JAving in the premiſes giuen preceptsto-parentsand go-. 
fo he Bo conuerteth hisſpecch bn wal +. 

ſuch as in the Scripture-come vnder the.name of chil- 
dran, thar is to ſay, all Gods people, to whom he doth offer 
himſelfe as a father;being readie to teach and diret them. And | 
the firlt letſon that he giueth vato them is, that they DO 
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eare connſell, lend an carc, and harken diligently with: atten- 
tion, to wiſe, and wholeſome dofrines andadmonitions: the 
fecond, that they recciue in#ir»iov, or corretion,' for the 
word fignificth both:thatis,to ſubmicthemſclues to,and make , 
vſc of,and profite by; reproofes,threatnings, or chaltiſements. 
And the reafon of thisexhortation, is both from the motiue 
thatſhould perſwade them thereunto, andiche. cnd that: they 
ſhould propoſe tothersſcluesthereinz and the happicſucceile 
which they ſhould finde thereby, that rhey may be wife inthein 
Batter end, that their wiſedome may be manifeſted, and they- 
reape the fruit thereof in their old age,or whenſocuer they are 
readic todepart out of the world, not but that he would haue 
men to be wiſe alſo before, but ro note, that all that timetheir 
hcaucnly wiſedome will ſtand them-inbeſt Reed. - BY 
q Agodly man ſhall haue the greateſtbencfit of his pictieand Det. 
graccs,when he drawethneereſ(tto his death 7 
Atthe firſt they ſecme burdenous, andtroubleſome; inire-- 
R ofthe afflitions whereby they arc oftenaccompanicd,as 
cede time, inappearance; doth onely devourand fallow yhr 
mens corne, and exatcheir labour and trauelli, but afterward: 
they ſhewe themſclues comfortable and'precious, as the beau» 
tifull fight of haracſt, doth declare the commoditic of ſcede ; 
time. The wicked i purſued in his miſerie: but the righteous hath 9190 14-32. 
. hope in his death, faith S«lomon. firke the upright man,and behold Pl.37-37- 
the iuft: for the end of that mas 75 peace, (aith Danidin the Pfalmes. .. 
And when was the ſtate ofthe wiſe virgins.made knowne to be Mat, 35. 
better then that of the' fouliſh; not when they toake rheir 
kmpes,or lighted their Jampes;or prouided their oile,or went 
forth together, orwaited together, butwhen thebridegroome 


came. . W | 
Firft, at their lattercnd thefaithfull-haue greateſt (oreand 44/999 1+ 

plentic of graces: for they haue bene ftill-gatheringjlaying vp, 
anddaily adding rotheir (tocks;' by learning, faftiagypraying, 
ſhewing of miercie; diligence their callings; mornfying of - 

their corruptions,and diſcharging of many good duties, 

' Secondly, then haue they greateſt neede and vic thereof, 2 
2 — ____—_ | 

OF? 
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of Sathan, both which would ſtirre vp. all the infidelitie th&® 
remaineth in them, to diſcourage their hearts, were: they not ſa 
well armed with theſpirit of God,and a good conſcience. 

- Thirdly,thea arethey belt ſcaſoncyd with humihtic, and pa- 
ticnce, having patſcd through many temptations, and tribula.. 
tions (as ic falleth out tothe greateſt number of the godly)and 
yetkept the faith,and therefore are moſt capable of, and readi- 
eſt for comfort,with the teftimoniec of Gois fauour, whole ſer- 
uice they hauc faithfully performed. :_ | 

4 | Fourthly, «hen they approach apace towards their reſt, and 
happines,chcir worke being fiviſhed, and their wages readie to 
be put into their hands, they ſhalbe.no longer yoaked with 

finnesand milcfics, nordetained from the fruition of perfeR - 
holines and glorie,' but be ſatisfied with the faines thereof in 
-thepreſence of God their deareſt father, and of che Lord /e/iu 

Cbriſt,their bletſed Saviour. | | 
;YFje. : Inſtruftion-to make our whole-lifc, by liftening to this 
countfell here commenced ynto vs; and giuing inſtruction a 
practicall entertainment; a continuall preparation for a come» 
.fortable death. 'In the very firſt onſet toreligion, religion if it 
be ſound, will dirc& mens minds to thinke of, and to guide 
.thcir waics to provide for theirend. And therefore Ao/es, or 
rather the Lord himſclfe, conuinceththe hypocryticall 1/rae- 
lites, negleRing fo waightic, and needfull a dutic, to be viterly 
deſtitute of all heauenly wiſedome. They are, ſaith he, « nation 
void of counſel, neither t there any underitanding in them ::O that 
they were wiſe, thenwould they ynderſtand this : they would conſider 
their latter end. Ob. Burt they ſhall meete with. many troubles. 

Anſw. And they ſhall cſcapeout of all troubles, Ob, Bur moſt 

menin theſc daies will thinke themto be fooles, and ſuch as 
knowe not what is good for themſelues. Anſw. But all men 
ſhall one day knowe them to bewiſe, and ſuch as haue choſen 
chat which is .bcſt ſor themſelues, when the teſtimonie of - 

Chriſt, and their owne happic condition ſhall giue them com- 
mendation of wiſcdome before all the world. Nay, they are 
fooles,and knowe not what is good for themſclues, which pur- 
chaſe preſentdclights,withtheir future calamitics,like oe ; 


('y 


w— 


Joe 24. 
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ingtheir wholc inheritance at one game, Such are theicouc- 
tous , the ambitious , the voluptuous, and allthoſe thatarein 
bondagetoanic deceitful luſts, and vanitics. They paydeare. 
fortheir wealth,though they get it; and for their GEM, 
and forthcir plots and for whatſocucrthey.compatlle, with: 
a burden to their conlcience,and hazard of their ſoules, -- - 
Manic iudge them wiſe, and praiſe them for their pollicics 
now, which by fight and'experience of theirmiſcries, will con-' 

_ demne their follic hercafter ; and them(clues moſt preiied' 


v8 
d-thrifts,waſtingalltheir patrimonicat one hanquet,orie- 


with puniſhments,will more then any other,bewaile theifowne ' 


wilfulncsand madnes, _ 6s 
This then, to coaclude,is wiſedome, worthicto beſo called, 


and that which will beſtecd: a man at his latter ende, ratherto . 
hauc a Legacie bequeathed to him(clfe in Chriſt his will; then, 


to bequeath greac portions to others in-hisownewill ;:andto 
hauec atlurance of ioycs and glorieto goe-vnto, thenaremems- 
brance of pleaſures,& dignitics,whichhe muſt depart away frs. 


- vere 21. Marnie denies arc in the heart of man: but the conn: 


Al Anie deniſes are inthe heart of man,Jundricthoughteare in 
'LVAthcir minds,of bopes,anddoubts,and dclires,audſothey 
_  colſematterstooand fro-intheir imaginations, howthey 
may auoyd that which they fare, and accompliſh. thatwhich 
they delire,and yetſcldomebringthem to anie<tfeR; orwhen 
they do, it is not by force of their plotting orforecalt. - \Bu# 
the cornſetl of the Lord it foall tand.; his will (hall take place,what- 
oeuer hee hath. determined ſhall ſucceed 5 whether mens li- 


kingsbecoit,oragainitic/. ooo os on 
q Things come not to palle by mens purpoſes, butby Gods 
appointment, .' - | () 152 F VB: ' - 


There: is a marucllous.agreementand. conſent of the Pro- 
phets,and holie writers in chip mater, choughwe willpreduce 
the teſtimonic onely of one at two, for DNUgriT. tion t ors 


as thatof David dircAiywizactiing th ame: 


Dol. 


Mf.z3.toate 


F 


Rea/.1. 


Pia, [,3.3» 


Lan3, 37: 36 
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Chap. th 


andexpreſſcly az our Text hath:it. The Lord breaketh the coun«”” 


ſellof the Heathen , andbringeth to nonght the denies of the peo«' 


ple. Thecounſellof the Lord ſhall ftand for ener, andthe thoughts 


of bis hears throughout all ages. 


ty 


. Andhow farre different from thisin fenſe, and ſubſtance, is- 


tharin the Lamentations? Who i hee that ſaith, and it commeth' 


oceederh not exill and good 2 | 

Firft, his will is[mperiall, by which the whole world, both 
heaucn and carthis goucrned and ſuſtained; Irdecreeth , and: 
prouidentliie fore-appointeth the motions; ations, occurs 
rents, andeuecnts of cueric thing , whether weightieſt, or of 
ſmalleſt importance. | 


10 paſſe, andthe Lord/aith it not 2. Ont of the month of the moſi high- 


Secondlie, it is cternalland immutable, and not poſliblie 


ſubic&to alteration. SUITES 6 © LTH 
\- Thirdly, itis abſolutely holie, wiſc, and righteous, that hee 
ſhall neuer haue cauſe to change it. K62272+//:2-9 1 

Itis puilſant, powerfull, and mightie, whieh neither many 
nar Angell, nor anic, norall creaturcs- arc able to rcliſt,, and: 


- prevaileagainſt. © 


InſtruRion, that asneere as we can, we purpoſe thoſe thingy, 
which he appointcth,and ſeeke his helpein all our affaires,and 
ſoour hes ſhall ſaccced well, and our delires be ſatisfied, 
by vertue of his decree and counſell. For fo runneth thepro» 
miſc inthe firſt Plalme, to every godlie man: he ſhalbe bleſſed, 
and wharſorner bedoth ſhatlproffer: © And why? Forhis delight 


ir-inthe lawe of the Lord , and inthat lawehee nieditateth day and 
wiphr.. 29394. al; watt 
Eeacloel cheir follie that oppoſe theirpractiſes toGods 


words, [cckingto fet vp'that which hee hath threatnedto'caſt 
co and to keepe downe that which he hath vadertaken ts 


alk. | =. 
As Saul would hauc defeated David of his kingdomezſce- 
king toſley him before hee ſhould obtaine it-: and the imali- 
civus Iewes and Gentiles, would hane bereaued Chtift of his 


LS 4 


Souldiers, to Goppukiatomeling paved | 


glorie :: hoping as they prevailed totake his life, fo'by 
| eating © lop orilingagainerin 


UM 


ee S 


of Erſte 223 PROVERBS. 8; 


attempting by fire & fagotzo deterrecucry man fromthe pro 
felon of it. ButwhatfaiththeLord cocerningalltheke deuiſes? 
Y Why doe the Heathen rage , and the people urnowremn waine , a+ 
| gant the Lord, and againſt his amoynted ? Hee that dwelleth in 
of the heanens ſhall langh': the Lord ſhall hane thens in derifien, - 
j | TheConlolation for Gods people, againitwhome the pur- 
poſes of the wicked, with all their wittes and forces arc bent.” 
Sce Chap. v. 1.9. | LOOTYRS 7 $4 


/ Verſe 22. The defire of a man is his goodnes : and a poore man 
p x better then a har. | 68 


| "F" He defire of 2 4,7 thatwhich cucric man ought moſt to 
4 wiſhandlabour forin himlſelfe, and toc{teeme and com- 
mendin others , « his geodnes, his pictic and religion to- 

. wards God, his mercic, tructh, andvprighe dealing towards 
' | men,and nota greatcſtatc, and carthliepompe, and hee that 
| in this manner doth good , and is faithfull and true, though 
- {|  hebepoore,nothauing ſtore and abundance of outward pol- 
ſeffions, is berrer, in happicr caſe, and more regarded of God, 

) and good men, ther 4 har , then an impious,vaprofitablezand 

falſe man, though heebencucr ſo wealthie. 17 

q Vertuc and weldoing,isthe beſt ornament that anic man can 
bedecked with. Saint Paul incffct doth lay as much , and 
-  confirmeththe ſame, whenheedeclareth, that the kingdowe of 
God, conliſteth not #*: zeate and drinkz, and then , not inrich 
andcoſllic apparell, neither money , nor anic other corrupti- 
ble thing ; butin »ightranſner, and peace, and ioy inthe holie Ghoſt, 


'For whoſoexer in theſe thing s ſeruerh Chrift is acceptable to God, and 


eppronedof men.” " boring roaett onpaebhs wie. 
- And that cxhortation-which' EccleſaFe: inferreth, as the 
ſcope'of hiswhole-booke, and hee is the yericquinteilence 
extracted outof the ſame, maketh direAlic for thepoint, ' Ler 
vr hearethe end of alt: Feare God , andkeepe bis conmandements : 


all that man is, or man hath, is nothingelſebut vanitic. 
| Feit, valefbchtr eee g UI O- 
1A, 2 - aneltly 


and the idoltarous papiſts would hauc ſuppreſſedthe Goſpell, | 


Dot; 


for this i the whole max, or whole of the man, without which, "Fcd,t2493- 


Reaſe1, 


2.. 


We. 


Tam, 2.3; 
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neſtlie commaunded of God, as a matter of principall weight”. 


and moment : neither would the Scriptures commend-it-ſa- 
much , as giuing. preferment to- the ſame aboue all other 
things-inthe world... | eh, 

-Sccondlic, the price that was paide for it, and'the parffes 
for whome it is prepared, doe proouc the value thereof to be 
wonderfull great. For the bloud of Chr which was giuen 
forredemption , was alſo ſhead to purchaſe grace for vs. And. 
it1s a prerogatiue peculiar to Gods children , and Chrifhis 
ſpouſc,to be inducd therewith, as it is (aide in the Reuclatian?- 
Toher was granted, that ſhe ſhouldbe arayed with pure fine lonnen, 
& /hinins ;_ for the finelinnea is the righteouſnesof Saints, 

-: Thirdlic; the rarcand (ingular effects which it worketh;he+ 
ing peerleiſe, and admirable aboue all , giue teſtimonictoir, 
that no other thing is matchable with it. What will ſo much- 
comfort a man in histrouble 2. what will refreſh: him ſo much 
with hope, and at his death? whatwill bring him ſo great haps 
pines in heauen, and make him ſo glorious at the relurreRion 
of the iuſt ? 
Inſtruction, for cuery one with greateſt dilgence to labour 

for that which the ſpirit of God doth commend as a thing cue» 


"ry way moſt defireable.. Which bringeth ſufficiencie, though 


a-man had nothing e}ſc totake to,& withoutthe which:he ſhall. 
wantthe vc of cucry thing,that in appearance, is not vaproui» 
ded of any thing. Hethat hath the outward man: of his bodie 
clothed with vile rayment ,as $S. J2m-s-tcarmeth it, which may 
occalion vaine men todeſpiſc him, and the hidden man of his:. 
Hart vncorrupt with faith, louc,mercie,mecknes,humiliticzand 
other gracesof the ſpirit, isnot alittle ſet by of God , neither 


would God haue him lightly regarded of his people,& though ; 


an other weare on the outlidevpon his backe,gay.clothing,as 


filkes,ſattens,veluets, gold,(ilucr; pearles,and precious Nones,. 


and be 25:richly eladas eucrwas Salomon, yet if withinithe'in- 
ſide, in his ſoule,he be tattered & torne, with theragees & pat- 
ches of pride, cnuie,crucltic,couctouſncs,impuritic,and other- . 


damnable luſts,theeycs ofthe Lord will abhorre him, and hee 


alloweth nothis ſeruants toadmirc him. wo 


” Wo. ſe:22. PROVERBS. 35 
= | Andas much may beſaid concerning all othes excellencie; 
profites, and pleaſures, thatwithout the feare of God; and a 


d conſcience, they arc vanitic of vanities, and onely vani- Eccl.z.z. 


_ ic}they are nothingbutvanitic,& vexation of ſpirit: If therfore 
we would not becenſured/for vaine perſons; let vs labour for 
that whichiis beteerthen vanidie.- lo 1b nt vt on 
| Reproofeof thoſethatthink goodnesnot good enoughfor , 
them, bue deſpiſe, and deride it,asignominious, and.contemp- 
tible,and which they are aſhamed to giue any countenance vn- 
to. They be baſe minded perſons in their judgement, that giue . 
themſclucsro'praying;hearingofermons, reading, and medi-" 
tating ofthe Scriptures; ſantifying ofthe ſabbath;chat will be 
ſociable with: them that vſe wholeſome conferences, and 
Chriitian excrciſcs. -Butas for themſclues, 'itis'fit-for men of - 
their parentage, partes, and places,to ſweare, and whore, and 
quaffe, andicarouſe, and make a trade of carding, andidycing, 
. theſo be exerciſes chey take tobe agreeabletoitheir education, 
and well beſceming their degree: and:to:ſomechatarenot(o 


much affecd totheſe courſes, pride ir a chaine, asthe Prophet pr,y.6. 


faith, and crnelti; covereth thens as a garment > and others reſigne 
oucr themſclues wholly to other-manner of delights; 'thatall - 
ofthem loue nothing ſo-much as finne, norloath anything fo - 
much.as goodnes. 


q 14 a poore man, &c. Pouentie is-no diſparagement Tofthe DoZ.2. 
+ 


godly,nor wealth anyprefermenttothe wicked; + | 
'Menare notto be ſts ned ofaccording totheirſtate, but | 
their honeſtic and worthines, He began this chapter: withthe 
' ſame matter,andin the firſt verſe,the ſamepoinrisconfirmed, 
"| where itis ſaid, that better & the poore which walketh _——_— 
' nes, then he that abuſeth bis lippes,and is a foole, And ii 
chapter; the r5ghreome is moyoexcellent then bi neighbour,” And in 


feh Prou,12.26;' 


Ecclcliaſtes't Better is apiore, and wiſt child, then av old,andfoolifh Ecd.q.rz; 


king, which wil no more be admoniſhed. \Thercis in appearance, 
greatoddes betweene ancld nan, andachild; betweene one-- 
that hath ſuch princely treaſures;/and the otheytharis ſobare 
thelowe abicRion of a poore boy :and-yer-if ſuchiameane ' 
—_” | M. 3- | ioferiour” 


——— — ——  _—  — _—_ < 


Reaf.1 " 
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inferiour be wiſe and teachable, he is in better caſe by the ef# 


 atonetime;willnocfaileto miniſter whatſacyucr is; 


_— of chis cext, then a mightie ſuperiour that is fooliſhand 
ww] 5 , F : . 
Firſt, God honoureth. thera that are 'vertuous, though . 
p_ with all preferments/ of parentage, as adopting them to 
ce his owne children: of dignitic, as aduancing them to be 
kings : of inheritance, as making them coheires with his oncly 
begotten (onne : and he vilifieth them that arc-lcaud and (in. 
full;though wealthy,with al diſgraces,as reputing them fooles, 
andbondmen;and beaſts. : /  _ 5 


2 + Secondly; he hath excrciſedthedeareſt ofhisſeruants with 


ic, as Etyah and Pal, and; Chrift himſclfe, whichhe 
would neuer haue done, if it could have made them vileand 
miſerable: and he hath beſtowed on the worſt of biscnemies 
theſc earthly riches, as on Achab, Teroboam, and Balſhattar, 
which they ſbould ncuer haue gotten,if they would/hauc made 
them hanourable and happie. For the vſcs, (ce chapter..12:7; 


26 andthe firſt verſe of this chapter. 


.- Verſe.2z. The feare of the Lord leadceth to life, ant he thatis 
wo PIE fball remaine ſatisfied, and ſhall not be viſited 


rence of his maieſtic, ioyned with an vafaincd love 
- ®. thereof; /eadeth ro hife,is by gods free rare pes + 
to hispromiſe through /e/ia- Chrift, rewarded with a blelled - 
andacomfortablelifec in this world, and a glorious, and cters 
nall life inthe world to come, and hethat i endewed therewith, 
ſhaltrens25n ſatisfied:the man in whom this holy feare dwelleth, 
ſhalf neither live in miſcrable want, nor ia feare or danger 
thereof, bur /bell lodpe ſatisfied, as the ward ſignificth, hall con» 
Rantly hauc competent provilion, in che night he (hall not * 
carc for the day following, nor hiedey bedendwot ore 
ſhall doe tomorrow,butheby whoſe prouidece he;is ſulla lat 


_ ſrareof the Lord ſound pictic and religion, a reuss 
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ef * d _ ; ; | x 
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And ſhall not be viſited with enill,; ſhall not: be plagued with 
hurtful calamitics,and yerſometimestried with ſhaxpe aduer- 
ities :and fo arc thetwo former promiſes touching life,. and 


| plentie, to be' vnderſtoud, thatthey are ſecured onelyfrom a 


curſed death, or penury, whichare puniſhments of. WoGs and 
ſignes of Gods diſpleaſure. 
q Eucry godly man liverh alwaics in afericgfhis life, An vn- D#2.1. 
timely death ſhall-neucrouertake him,and a-kindly death ſhall. 
ncucr hurc him, buttranſpost him toa better life. This/is the 
current of all 'Gods promiſes, . andthe ſtreame of hismercics-_ 
runneth thigway,and Chrift had lofthis ſufferings, gnddiced in. 
vainc, without any benefit to-hispeople, if he had left. them in 
© ae jenp' eftatc, and not deliucred. them fromthe' poweraf 
th. 
- Conſolations of this natuee were familiar. with: bios, bs 
flowed continually out of; his-gracious lippes3:/aw-there/ar- Tohn.t 1:35. 
reffion,and the life : he that beleemeth in me, though he pe ins 26 


| fhalt he line. And whoſoenor liweth,and beleenath ine, 


ſoallnener dis 
Verily,verily,lſay vntoyen he that heareth my word and dnlamdbis Ioh.5.34 


| bimthat ſent me,hath cucrlafting life, and ſhall notcome intocondens- 
nation; but hath paſſed VS onto life. Heisnot the God of -uk, 20.38, 


the _ but of them which live: for all live vatohim.' Sec 


1:19. 
« ShallyrmaineGrieGed, &c. Godlines procurcth ſufficient Do#.4. 
provifio for mens outward eſtates. | 
TheLorddothnotonchyyn dertake for theſaluation ofhis 
foules;but he is alſo nidtarſaecbein bodies;Herbar - 


Hilicenthy, and principally {eeketh the kingdowe of God, nd his Wy 


righteonfaes, (hall be ſure to haucall other needfull things; as-. 

——_—_— apparcll;,andthe like, niwifred vnto him. The Lord 
promiſeth,and will-yndoubtcdly pcrformeit, 

Chae Gicls em Thott Ye bis Saints: # ran} rs Df 24-9.10.. 


l 


$3 _ PROVERBS. | Chap. 19; 

and fiſhes, and ſcrpents, andwicked people, how much — + 

will he exceed” in goodnes" towards his owne fonnes and 

daughters ? £457 7 $1637 | 
' 2- Secondly, godly men arc induſtrious and diligent in-their 
callings, and ſotheir laboursafc bleiſcd vnto them g andtheig 
prudentfrugalicie and thriftines make away forthe increaſe of 
Prou,14-22 theirſubQance ang) poſſeſſions. For a diligent band maketh rich: 
and ine{ labour there is abundaxce, as diucrs texts of Scripture 
ct beingeck co andeheir mindeie 

3 Thirdly, godlines bri contentment, andthcir mindeij 
vTim.6.6. ſatisfied withtheir allowance, bet: much or little, iuſily-iud- 
ging thatto be enough for them (for ſo. God doth make itts 

be) which others would murmure at, as an incompetent, and 
Phil.411.12. coo fhorta pittance for their hungric appetites. Thave learned 
faith Paxl, 5 whatftateſorncy 1 am, therewith to be coment. Aud] 
© Carbe abaſed, and Ican abound: exery wherein all things, I am ts 
frutted, both to be full, and tobe hungry, and to 'and to hawe 

went, Scechapter. 10.v.z. 5 

Dol. 3. <@ Notviſited withenil,cc. Nothing that is hurtfull can befall 
any man that is. godly, & Wb Ay ne tte. vl wilh. * 

- - When poucttic would turneto hisannoyance, he maybe 

well affured thathe ſhall-nener be poore: when ſicknes would 
benoxious, and harmefull, his health ſhalbe continued and 

the like may be ſaid, of diſgraces, of moleſtations, of lotle of 
friends,or whatſocucr may be incommodious vato him...;:;;/ 
© The tcftimpnie of the Prophet; beingiin ſubltance Gods 

P'.119 165. promiſe,is of large extent;faying;cbey hes lowe thy lawe foull bane 
great proſperitic, and they ſhall have none hurt. Arid the ſpeech of 

lob.5.19-20- Eliphasto Hob, is of noſmall forcewhen heſaith, He ſballdeliner 
| thee in fix: tronbles, andinthe ſenenth, the exill ſpall not towch thee. 

In finaine, he foall detiner thee from death : and in darntcll, fromthe 
power of th: ſword. Thou ſhalt be hid from the ſcourge of the tenghe, 

ard thou ſhalt not be aff ide of deftiruttonwhenit commeth, 
Reaſ. 1. Firſt, cuery one that feareth the-Lord, is greatly.beloued of 
_ him; morethen the deareſt child of the kindeſt father, orthe- 

ſivectcft babe of the eendereſt-mother,' hiscyc(inalwaics vigh 
fant for 'their lafctic, his watchfull prouidence contioacly 

18 | . . . guarding 


| 


” | fob 23, 


_ ng ofthem. He is neither heedles oftheminthe day,nor 


j 
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cepy inthe night,nor remitle in looking to them atanytime. 


Hee ſeeth and fore-ſecth, becauſc he fore-appointethall things 


that ſhall befall them : he knoweth, and fore-knoweth , the c- 
_uent of cuery thing that commeth to pale, whether it will be 
helpfull,or hurtfull;whether it will be for their benefitezor hin- 
derance; whether it will be for their ſafetic,or perill ; their cre- 
* dite, orreproach; their peacc,or trouble, their comtort,or for- 
rowe, Nofuturectfe can formerlic be hidden from him, be- 
cauſe hee hath not alonethediſpoſing of ations, or of things 
that are to fall out, but likewiſe of theſuccetle,and ifſuesthere- 
of. Then conſider whetheritbelikely that he will allow poy- 
fon to be miniſtredto his darling in ſteed of Phylicke , when 
he is not ignorant that it wouldcertainly kill him, or miſchicfe 
tolight vpon therightcous for theirdeftruRion, or to doc lo 
muchas the [caſt harme yntothem. 


Secondly,thc holic Angells are miniſtring ſpirits,attending 


onthe, people of God , and their office is to Jlooke well vnto 
them, cucrie where,and at all times, ſo long as they ſeruc him; 
Forſo arc they commanded by the Lord, Valetle then they 
would become linfull againſt God, and turne diucls ( which 
they cannotdoc,bccauſe they ſtand by vertue of clefion)they 
malt ncedes beffithfull to Chriſtians, and watchfullfortheir 
fafetie.. And therefore the ſpirit of God giueth his word for 
their fidelitic , and poco the godlic good protection 
and ſafegard by their miniſterie, in this manner : There ſpall 
none exill come untothee , neither ſhall anie plague come neere thy 
 Fabernacle. For hee ſhall gine his Angells charge over thee ,' to keepe 
thee in allthy wayes. They ſhall beare thee in their hands , that thos 
burt not thy faote againſt a ſtone. | ; 
Tnſtrudtion, to ſet our ſclues to feare the Lord, and to (ceke 
this celcſtiall grace abouc all chings , lithence it hath fuch 
worthie vernits init. P i Crip. vel, 31 


Willi beat Armour againſt weapotnt,s liore-houle againſt 
wants, 'preſcruation againſt diſeaſes ,a deliuererfrom death 2 
Will itworke our indemnitie, andfquevsharmletlefrom the 
poyſonand venome of paines and griefes,andlofſes, and of all 


Pl.gx.10. 


F/ehs 
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Rom,$8,28 


fortes of croſſes , troubles ,and afflitions ? why liue wee (OW 
much without it, and may ſo caſilic hauc it? why makewe no 
morereckoning of it, ſithence it is ſo precious, profitable,and 
necellarie? £ | 

| Belide the deſire of Gods gloric and fauour, which ought 
principaliic tobcregarded : beſide thereſpe of life eternall, 
which is moſt carne(tly to be ſought for: our health, our ſafe. 
tic,our peacc,our plentic,and cucry thing of this nature,might 
beforcible motiucsto allure vs to religion , ſeeing the Lord is 
pleaſed to make it ſo beneficial vnto them. "s 

Conſolation to them who haue imbrace3 this holie feare 
of God, who faithfullic obey and pleaſe him, they hauc im- 
munitie ,not from advuerſities: (for fewe are afflicted with fo 
manictroublcs as they are tried with :. fewe ſo much depraued,. 
maligned, and moleſted asthey bec) but from all plagues,and 

ils, and miſcrics. | : 

They arc alike ſafe in-eueric place, cucn in the middes of 
theirmortall enemics, as among their kindeſt fricndes : and. 
likewiſe atall ſcaſons, as-well when theyarc moſt praftiſcd a-- 

gainſt, as when nothing is intended to theirhurt : when they- 
be inthe bogome of aduerſitic , as when they lit in the toppe 
of proſperitie. For theſe cannot ſeparate them from the loue 
_ of God, nor the hope of ſaluation, nor the canſcience of well- 
doing. | 
' Andtoconclude , wee knowe that all things works together for 
the be$t, to thems that lone GY faith fwys. fe es 

Verſe 24. The ſlothfull bideth his hand in his boſome, and wil 
nor put. it to his mouth againe. be; 


Alomon hath often tolde vs the nature and qualitic of the 

llothfull,and the mifery and want;which of forcethey muſt -: 

indure,by meancs8of their ſluggiſhnes,notwitbſtanding be- 
cauſc the number of them doth daylic increaſe, and Haag 0A 
full vice groweth Rironger,and more vielent in them, he con- 
tenterhnothimſelfe with ſo manieaduertiſements, which hee 
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hath alreadic given vs, but tothe ende that wee may airy 


e 


p werſe.25, PROVERBS, | on. 
hecd of it, or clſc be more incxcuſable, and iudged worthic of 


greater penurie : he repcatcth here againe the.miſchiefe that 
it workcth in him oucr whom it getteth dominion, deſcribing 
the lame by an hyperboalicall, or excefliue kind of ſpeaking, 
Gaying , that hee hideth hu hand in his boſame , not ſctting it to 
worke, but withhoſding it from labour , and wil! net put it to-bis 
mouth againe: to auoyd the colde, and for loue of caſe, he hol- 


deth it in a warme place, and though the diſtance be but ſmall 


betweene the boſome and the mouth, yet hee is vnwillingto 
bringit from the oneto the other , ſo much as to feede him- 
ſclfc : for though he doe it (cumpelled thereynto by necefli- 


tic ) yethedoth itwith difficultic and greefe, as it is (aide in an Prou,z6.cy- 


other chapter. | 

Not that hee ſztteth ſo littleby his meate ; for none arcſo 
huogrie after honie, as the idle Drones :, butit is a torment 
yntothem to rake anic paines for it: their deſire is,that others 
ſhould trauell for them,and put their meate into their mauthes 
alſo, if ſhame would permit it. 


So then , the hands of lazie perſons are as it were bound: 


with che louc of caſe , which they preferre before matters of 
| profite and neceſlitic , cſpeciallie concerning the ſoule,, and 

the ſpirituall foodethereof , cuen the word of God; whereby 

oucly itis to be ſuſtaincd, | "4 rt 


Verſe 25. Smite 4 ſcorner, that the feoliſh may beware : and 
reprooue the prudent, and hee will wnder ſtand knowleage. Ts 


Afite, ] cither put todeath, if thou be a magiieate of that 
authoritic , and the cauſe ſo require , or otherwiſe puniſh 
according to thy placc, the/corner, a refraQtary perſon, him 
. thatcontemneth and derideth all admonitions andinſtrudti- 
ons, one, of whomethercis no hope of amcndment; fora 
ſcorner is inthe higheſt degree of tranſgreffion ,/thae: the fro 
li, ſuchas through limpliciticand ignorancearc cariedfore- 
wards tocuill, may beware , may be bettcr broughtto a ſight 
of thcirfaults, and the danger thereof,and penitently reforme 
their wayes, : | 
Mane” | Ws - And 
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Reaſons. | 
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And reprooxe the prudent , giue ancaſic rebuke to him that. 
hath wiſcdome , and hee will underſtand knowledge : he (hall not- 
ncede to be ſmitten , as the {corner , nor be brought to [ce 0+ 
chers puniſhed, as the fooliſh , but an admonition or reproofe 
will ſufficicatlie worke vpon him , both for information and- 
reformation. 

« Though obſtinate perſons beexcluded from good counſell, 
yetthey are notto be exempted from due puniſhment. Hee- 
thatſaide before, Rebube not a [corner , doth here commaung. 
to /mite 4 ſcorner : and this of Salomon, that ſtripes ſhould be 
laidevpoa him, is nothing contraric tothat of Chri7 , that 
pearles ſhould not be caſt before him. 

An iniun&ion for this procceding, is cxpretſcly giuen by- 
the Lord himſclfc in che Lawe 3 That man that will doe preſump<. 
tuouſlic , nxt hearkening vnto the Price: ( that fkindeth before the 
Lord thyGod to miniſter there ) or wntethe iudge, that man ſhall 
are, and thou hilt take away ensll from [ſraclh. Se al the people ſhall: 
hzare, and feare, and doe nomorepreſumptuonſiie. 

_ Firſt, the rulcr:{tandeth charged with their crimes, vntill he- 
hath difcharged his dutie., by inflicting iuſt penaltic vport 
them for the ſame. ; | 

© Secondhie, the place, (whether it be familie, ifthe cone 

temper be private, or towne, or Countrey, according to-the. 
extent of the ,oucrnours iuriſdiction, if the contumacie be. 
publicke ) cannor well be purged from the guiltines of ſuch. 
foulc off:nces , without the puniſhmene of the offenders; 
That of Dcuteronomic prooucth it, ſaying ,.. 7 how ſoalt raks a+ 
Way cull from [[rach. | | 

Thirdly, though the contemptuous perſon {mitten,be no- 
thing bettrered by it, but ſtand out defperatelic, in hispertina« 
ciousperucrſenes, yet their (marr and Thame, will be cxempla- 
ric; and for.example to othery , as the fore-cixcd allegation- 
doth witnetſe, hauing alſo-an other fentence of this opoke 
conſenting with it , and ſaying, When the [corner is pe viſhe ' bee” 


Riffs 


' Fourthly, by che cxccution of Gods iuſtice vpon theſe 
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iffenecked and vnreclaimcablerchbelles, - they are madeleiſe 
infolear, and triumphant in their wicked courles, they thall 
findeſmall cauſe to glory in their ſuccetles. Whereas thrbugh 
the wantthercof,they growe arrogant,and audacious, and out-. 

ragious,and take vponthem to be ftrikers-of others. _ + +. 
Reproofe of them that arc too fauourableztoo impudent,and. 


godles (corners, giuing theny-libertic toliucas they: lit, per- He. 
' mitting them co goe,ruanc,ride,and flieforwardsin ail abomi- 
 nable courſes, with impunirie. They may icſt;and make (portat 

the ſeruants, and all the feruices ofthe Lord : they: may hya(- 


_— the glorious nameof Got, with hideous, 'and horrible, 
range,and new deuiſcd oathes,asthough the diucll himſclfe 
had taught them to (peake alrogether in his language ::they 
may not onely prophane the fabbath, but moſt contemptu- 
oully, and with the greateſt: defpite-trample-vponit : an4 ſo+ 
likewiſe profeile, and ſee vpthe trade of diſobedicnce, cruelric, 
impuritic, and allkinde of iniquitie, and yet whoatmoſt is he 
that drawzthout the ſword of his authoritie, either publicke 
or domeſticall , roecliſt and ſuppreiſe their execrable villa- 
nics. GU TOS : h BIG g! 

Many parents ſo traine vp their children, that they are inz- 
boldned by their example andallowance; to contemneall that -- - 
God or man fpeaketh againſt-their ſenſuall and enormous be- 
haujour. And many maiſters maketheir houſes kennels vf def + 
peratc fuffians,- and ſtics of (winiſh drunkards, giuing.theava - 
tolleration, or incouragement rather, to beray their families, 


; with-thcir-impious, fblthy and vicious bebauiour: Ob, Tt is 
. boaotles to correct them, there is no hope of. their amend- 


ment,no ſcucritie will ſerue the crurneto tame chem. Anſw. Yet”? 
it is not bootles to obey God, who:commandeth thee tore 
them : and he can turne their puniſhinent to the profits of 0--- 
thers, that they by the. benefite thereof, may eſexpe vapuni- | 
ſhed : and this is worth the paines,- and this with oucrpoaile all- 
their murmurings,' that thowdoelt diſcharge thy Jurie, righ- - 
tcouſnesis exercifet#bythine hand. The Lord plaguett many | 
whom his plagues convere-riot,' and yet he ſtriketh nor one ©: 
ſtroke in vaine, becauſe his iuftice iscxatted, his name is ho- - 

: N. 3: noured,;, 
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noured,and his peoplearecithcr awed, orelfe comfortable by 
the lame. | 
That wiſe men muſt ſometimes be rebuked, and how vſc- 
full it will be vnto them for increaſc of their graces, fee chaps 
tcr.9.v.s.9. | | : 


Verſc.26. A leand and ſhanefrnll child, ſholeth his father, aud 
chaſeth away hu mother. | 


Leaxd and ſhamefullchild] one that is graceles,and giuento 

riot, and other: ſinfull waics, whereby his parcnts and 

friends are made aſhamed, fpoilerh hisfather, doth him as 
much harme, as if he brake into his houſe, and robbed him, or 
came as an open cnemicto makefpoile ofall that he hath: and 
many ſparenot their parents ſtate in deed,but cither filch away 
| their goods, and ſet them! in debt and arrcarcages, by their 
waſtfulnes, and chaſeth away his mother, ſo alicnatcth heraffeRi- 
on from him, by his rude and rebellious behauiour, that ſhe 
Mieth, as it were, his preſence, and is glad when ſhe is outof hig 
ſight:& ſometime groweth tothatvnnaturall inhumanitic,and 
morethen barharousand ſauadge outrage, that he driucth her 
out of his preſence by rayling and bitter ſpeeches, yeacxpel- 
leth her out of the houſe, and turneth her out of doorcs, 
when once he commeth to his inheritance, See chap» _ 
£cr. 10. V. 1, | | 7 


Verſe.27. Leaxcoff, my ſoxne, to beare an ahi the infiruftien 
that carſeth thee toerre from the words of knowledge. | 


Eae off,my ſome] though in former times when thouwaſt 
 A<dthediſciple of deceiuers, and the child of wrath, thy care 

was open,and readic to hearcſuch leſſons as poyſonedthy 
heart, yet now thatthouart become the ſcholler of me wiſe-" 
dome, and begottento be my. child, as being Gods child, now 
deſiſt from that hurtfull and pernicious courſc,ceaſe ts heare any 
wore the inftruftion, that peſtilent and infectious counſell and 
doAtrine, which isdcliucred for inſtruQis, & carrictha m—_— 

| erut 


p 


 Paſety. 


Srruth and wiſcdome, and yct will cauſe thee 29 erre from the 
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words of knowledge, cither perucrting thy minde with erronious 
opinions, or corrupting thy heart with finfull affeRions, or 


deprauing thy waics with leaud and wicked behauiour, ſo that 


cither thou ſhalt not vnderftand the words of knowledge, the 
heauecnly doQrinesof Gods holy word, whereby ſound know- 
ledge is obtaincd, or. clſc wilt be inticed to tranſgreile 


them. 


5 


@ Whoſoeuer will proceed conflantlyin the waics of God, DoS, 


muſttake heed of ſeducers, 

Our Sauiour Jeſs Chriſt, giuing many picked and choiſe 
precepts fortruc happines, in his ſermon on the mount, and 
ettcring nota word, that tended not direRly.thereunto, doth 
finglc out this as a matter of no ſmall importance, laying, Be- 


ware of falſe prophets, which come to you in ſpeepes cloathing, ont in- Mat, 


wardly are we woruler, And S. Pau{doth (tritly admoniſh 


$19. 


the Epheſians, that they ſhould nor be children waxering, and car-Eph.4.14, 


ried about with enexy wind of doftrine, and by the deceit of men, and. 
with craftines hereby they tie in waite to deceige, | 
That the word and fpirit of God ſhould be the pilot of their: 
conſciences, and. not ſuffer their hearts, without ſterne, or 
ancre, to be committed tothe {ubtill blaſts of the falſe Apo- 
files: and like men of wiſedome and. diſcretion, they ſhould 
keepe their ſtocke of grace and trath, and not like (illie boys 
fall to gaming with che cogging corrupt teachers, and(ſo.lofe. 
their patrimonic. And S. Peter mingled precepts with-promi- 
ſes,to the three thouſand whom. he conuertced together,teagh- 
ing them, not onely the way. to ſaluation by faith in Chriſt, but 
the meanes of perſcucrance inithe ſame, with dug care_of 
them(clucs, and to that'end; he beſlought. them, and cxhor- 


ted them, ſaying, Save your. ſelues from. this froward.generas Aus 4 


fi0w, | | ; 
Firſt;:deceiucrs are; maruellous-cunning, and 
trade ;the diucl] bath taughtthem his art, and he 
his ſeruice;::- rg! "Tt | 


pethalſq in 


There is no cauſe fo vileand bad, but they by painting and, 
rarnithing of itcanmakc it ſceme very iuſt and good: neither 


38. 


ily intheir Regfs- 
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is there any ſo cquallandright, but they, by caſting the m$ | 
of calumniations vpon it, can make it looke as though it were 
wrongfull and naught. Their ſpecches are charmecs and-in- 
chantments, asthe'Apoltic ſaith,” © foobs/b Galathians, who ha 
bewitched you, that ye ſhowldnat obey the trath ? 
When Exe would giue care to Sathan, he made her belecue 
that the Lord himſelfe was not well minded tewards her, and 
-her husband, inreſtraining them rom cating of any fruit, and 
that he in good will didſecke their welfare, in,perſwading them 
totake their libertic,and breake his commandement, 
3B Secondly, mans nature is ſubie&to crcor,and his ſoule very 
aptto be perucrted:flaxe,tinder,and gunpowder, are not more 
readie for to take fire, then our hearts. are prone. to take 
_ InfeQion. f She; 2:46] 
Fe Reproofe of their temeritic and raſlines, which being confi. 
 dentoftheir owne wittes and ſtabilitic, aſſure themſelues that. 
nofallaciousſophiſmes can beguile their minds, nor any allu- 
ring perſwalions ſhall moue their hearts : and therefore giue 
libertic to Brownifts, and Papifts, and:the moſt perilous. ene- | 
mics of ſanRification to diſcharge all their ſhot againſt their 
Daked brefls. Letthem ſay what they will againſt the polpell ; 
of Chriſt, againſt the miniſteric of God, againſt the miniſters 
of God, againſt the worſhip of God, againſt the people/of 
God,all ſhall be heard whatſoever they ſay.Ob. But themſclues 
arc ſound and ſettled in'the truth; and therefore they arc'in 
hope of doing good, butnotin perill ofreceiuing hurt, Anſwr, 
This is truc, if they be ſufficiently qualified with gifts fit for 
ſuchan imployment:ifthey hauc acalfingthereunto,the Lord 
| ſetting them on worke: and if vpory the ſight and:fenſe of 
their owne corruptions; 'they ſeeke afliftance and preſeruation 
From heaucn, otherwiſe they arc like roworke no better a cure 
vpon others, then an healthy man doth by blowing vpon the 
diſcaſcd, nor yet may-cxpe@ berterlafetie tothemſclues, then 
he that is whole getteth from the breach oftheinfected; How ' 
many profeſling hoſtilitic againſt poperic;haue turnedpapiſts 
by reaſoning with papiſts? And'how'many'arce' declined and 
fallen to Browniſme by taking vponthem — | 
ni 
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whe ſhewers ofhurtfull conferences, which have almoftextin> 
guiſhed their zcale, and drawne them into many euill wares 


: which before they were afraid off. [20% 

] Inſtruction to auvid cuill companicas much as we may, if =, 
we would not haue cuill counſel to amioy vs. A companion of 

| fooles ſhall be made wor/e,laith he,in the thirteenth chapter. v.20. 


where thou-maiſtſce more concerning this vic. 


Verſc.2$. A wicked witneſſe mocketh at indgement, and the 
month of the ungodly ſwalleweth wp iniquitie, 


| Ares witneſſe] a witnefſeof Behid, as itis in the Hebrew 
"Arcxt, 'one that the diucll himſclfe, and his owne wicked 
diſpoſition ſubborneth to periure and deale corruptly, 
wocketh at indgewent, not onely giucth in falſe cuidence, but 
doth the ſame of ſet purpoſe, maliciouſly, and without any 
fare,making no more account eitheir of right cauſes,or of ma- 
ifiratcs that arc placed to execute iuſtice, or of God himſclfe 
that will puniſh falſe witneſſes, then of a icſt, or things tobe 
| laughedat. And the month of the wngodly will (wallow vp tmiquitie. 
This heallcadgeth as areaſon of that his vntruth arid falſe- 
hood in wiengg-bcaring, becauſe he isdeſperately ſinfulland 
bad in all hisbehaujour, Hi month, himfelfc vile wretch, yet 
the mouth is mentioned becauſe ofthe allegoric, ſwallowerb vp 
iajquitie, committcth all villainics, with as great delightand 
pleaſurc,agdrunkardsdoe ſtrong drinke;or gluttons delicious 
mcates. ' 4 SHITEOIS!'» FY 91-17 2B OH - Uithegy 
A wicked perſon may eafily be madeafalſe witneſle,”” © 
He that is diſordered in his ordinaric behaviour, will make 
no bonesto giucafalſe teſtimonie before the magiſtrate. /*za- 
beſhad thatin her head to helpe her husband with,ſo ſHone as. 
cuer ſhe knewethe cauſe of his paſſionate diſcontentment, and 
vndertooke forthwith tobring Nabothsvincyardto his hand: 
for it ſeemerh that ſhe h-@4 made triall of ſuch mens ſeraice be- 
fore that time? and therefure _ mr tnre pref 
of. Iſrael. preſcribing whome they ſhould imploy, ' /onner of x. King.2.19. 
Bebal, varkbiſtie crions, diffoluterake-halls Zan hte hs 
| ""l | ou 
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4 obedicnt child, hewill applic himſelfe to Bclials buſines ? 
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ſhouldappoint them to lay, that Naborh did blaſpheme Godgw 
and the king, not once making.doubt, butthat ſuch mighe 
quickly be prouided, and wouldin-that manner be directed, . 
and (oitfcll out accordingly. And the hic priefts,and other ad- 
ucrſarics of Chriſt knew well that ſo. many leaud fellowes con- 
ucrſing withthem, falſe witnelles were not farre to be ſought, 
nor hard to be. found, but would be there preſent, and made 
readie for their turne with fewe howres warning. 

+ Firſt,all that liuc inordinately, and lead a wicked life, beare 
juſtice a deadly grudge, for that it iuſtly threatneth to cutte 
them off for their due deſerts :and ſoalſo haue they a quarrell 
againſt rightcous men, becaulethey difalowe their vnrighte- 
ous dealing: and therefore when they preeend inſhewe toteſti» 
fie the truth, and to ſpcake their knowledge, they meanc in 
deed to bereucnged on their aduerſaries, and to ſpeake againſt 
the truth which they certainely knowe. | 

Secondly, ſuch as maintaine the fouleſt matter, arc viſually 
the deareſt friends vnto them, as being not onely their fcl- 
lowes in the ſeruice of ſinne, but cucn their brethren the 
ſonnes of Sathan : bcſides,that the tongue of the one ſortis ſet 
toſalc fora price, and the bandofthe other js ceadiggo hire it 
with wages. oli d EIT, 

Thirdly, they arc deſtitute of the feare of Godzithey dread 
no danger, they conclude of impunitie, orelſe they would not 
beſolicentious in all the reſt of their waics, and what will they 
not vndertake then (when as it ſcemethto them they may goe 
through ſtitch with it in fafctic) to hurt their focs, to-hejpe | 


their friends,and greatly to benefite themſelucs ? ' 


Inſtrucion for iudgesand all other goucrnours to be very / 
circumſpcd in the choiſc of lurours, the admiſlis of witnelles, / 
and proceeding vpon the accuſations. ordepolitions of di 
Jutc perſons, vnlctle other circumſtances doe confirmet 
teſtimonics. And aslittle heede ſhould be giuen of eucry map, ' 
totheir privatetales and reports, which way ſocuer they tend, 
whether to the extolling of the wicked, or depraving of the 

odly : what is to be thought of Beals ſonne, but that as an. 


Hu 


Verſe.23. PROVERBS. - | 
"4 His month ſwalloweth up, cc, The greater delight any man D#2.2. 
taketh in ſinning,the more gricuousalinner he is. EY 

Notorious and hainous offendoursare thereby deſcribed in 
or _ —_— LOO _ the ſame manner as in this 

ace, but ſomewhat morelargecly, and clcarcly : They cameot 
| ws except they bane done enill, and their ſleepe Fader 4 except Prou-4.1 5.16 
they canſe ſome to fall. For they eate the breade of wickednes, and 
drinke the wine of violence. And Zophar forctelling the plagues 
and miſcrics that are readic tolay hands on acruell man, and 
enc that is ripe for deſtruction, ſaith, that wickednes was ſweete intob.20,13 13 
bu month, and he hid it under his tongue, and fanouredit, and would * | 
not forſake it, but kept it cloſe in his mouth. He tooke it fora daintic 
morſcll, and fed vpon it, and rcliſhed itſo well, thathe was wil- 
ling continually.to be chewing of it. 

Firſt, the more delight a mantakethin ſinne, with greater, Re4{1+ 
ferucncie he loucth the ſame : and according to the louethat 
he beareth thereunto, .is his hatred and cnmitic againſt God, 
and his word, 2654 GL 1294 | | 09 

Secondly, his affe&ion towickednes conuinceth him to be 
carnall and fleſhly : for they that are after the fleſs ſanonr the 

' things of the fleſh. Yea ſuch aoneis not onely flcfbly, but fleſh 
it ſclfe, in full proportion, which is odious and loathſome to 
the Lord. For though they that haue the ſpirit doe ſometimes 
ſlippe into ſinnes, yet they hate them, and mourne forthem, 
andreiocenot inthem, 

Thirdly, his heart is the harder, and further from repen- Fg 
tance, by how much his luſt and deſire is more ſatisfied in 
cuill : it argueth that men are paſt feeling, and remorſe, when 
they gine themſclues to works wickednes with greedines. See chap- Bpheſ.qu1ge 
ter.10.23. \ IA | 


Verſ.29, But iudgements are prepared for theſe ſterers, and 
ſripesfor the backs 2 "Y = te: 


He behauiour of theſe contemptuous perſons was decla- 
red in the former ſentence, and their recompence fol- 
lowcthinthis : forall their cunning andſcorning _ 

; O 2 89- 


lfay. 392-33» 


Delt. 


EG " PROVERBS. Ebap.r19,. 
the plurall numbernoteth the multitudeandvarictic of theme 
are prepared for ſcorners, not onely appointed, but readic to be- 
exccuted vpon them, cither by the magiſtrate, or elſe by the 
Lord himſelfe, in this life, or in that which is to-come, og in 
both. And ſtripes for the backs of fooles, ſharpe and ſeucre plagues, 
reſembled by the ſcourging of bondinen, are in a. readines. 
both for the ſoules and bodiesof theſe malicious and incorri- 
ible fooles,which ſhall not lightly be chaltencd, bur greeuouſ<. 

y, and cxtreainely tormented, to their. deſtrution. For the 
preparation doth argue ſome exquilite torture,as fire prepared: 
forthe diuclland his Angcls:and Topher preparcd. of old for- 
that curſed king of Aſſy, &c. | 

4 Though finfull men deride the wordsof God, yetthey can». 
not eſcape the execution of them. 

The lciſe account they maake of then, the more ſpee- 
dily,and fearcfully chey ſhalbe plagued for their 
contempt,as will better appearce in the firſt. 
- chapter, 
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CHAPTER XX 


Verle 1, 1Fine is «mecker, andftreng drinks is raping, and whes 
feener is deceined thereby , ſhall nor be wiſe. Mes ; 


ATTIRE Ic ncedleſlic, orimmoderately taken, « « 
N MC 4 mocker,makethrhim a mocker which intem - 
s\ V//; fy pear balk it: &-ffrong drinke i raging, 


cauſcth them tharare ouer-gone therewith, 
[© A to brawle, contend, breake forth into out- 
&- $|rage, and goe together by the cares. And 

f] whoſoexcr is deceined by ir, inticed by the co+ 
| lour,ortaſt of it,to cxceed in it,by drinking 
ta oen,ortoomuch, fllwor bewiſe - citherwith divine wiſe- 
dome;or humanc,but ſhew himſelfe a foole,and reape the fruit 
of hisfollic. 


« They thae giuethemſclues:todrunkennetle ,doe caſtthem- 71,0 


ſelucsinco-manic milchicfes; | 
The os; the /orrow;the murnuring, thi rednes of eyer, and' 0- + 
ther cuils reckoned vpy inthe threeand'twentierhChapterfols = 
lowing,docmanifecltthis, andourpreſentText;doth-yeelde vs 
per enough; and ftrong enough, for further proofe of 
lame; . | 


O. 3; As: 


Reaſa Ons, 


Pl.69.12+ 
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102 PROVERBS. 


Chapt.1g, 

As firlt;, they are made mockers, they ſcurrilly in their cups 
fall toicſtingat,and deriding of others, but in ſuch abſurd man- 
.nerthey doe it, that they. make themſclucs ridiculous, and a 


ocke toall. A 


icſting ſte time, hauing hardned their harts, 


through theeuſtomeof ſofoule aſinne, they growe to be im- 


ious {corners of religion, and bittcr deſpiſcrs @f Gods faith- 
ull ſcruants : as Dawid complained that the drunkardes made 


Songs of him, and became malicious perſecuters, 


And let it beconfidered whether anic one kind of people be 
morc impious & impudent blaſphemers, and aduerſariesto all 
picty,then they whoſe greateſt traucls abroade,arc to Taucrns, 
and tipling-houſcs, and ordinarie cxcrciſcsat home, to drinke 
hcalths, and ſhew their man-hood, nay worſe then beaſt-hood, 
in ſubduing thcir fellowes with force of the flagon,and offering 
facrifice to Bacchws in the Cellar. 

Sccondlic, they are made furious, and ragefull, being infla- 
med with the liquor whieh boyleth withinthem : and hence 
proccede thoſe murmurings,thole contentions, and thoſe needleſſe 
wounds, which arc ſpecified in the other chapter. Drunken quar- 
rellsarc commonalmoſt at all drunken mcctings, & the origi- . 
nall of moſt fraycs,will be found tobe amang manycarrowles, 

They arc madefooliſh,foras Hoſea faith; wine, &- new wine,do 
take away their heart, bercauing them of mcete diſcretion, and 
good defires, by meancs whereof, they ſhewe them(clues tobe 


both ſillie & (infull, Their braines are drowned,their wittes are 


dulled,their vnderſtandings decayed, & their whole ſoules fil- 
led fullof luſts,& lcaudaffetionsandtoproceced.yct further, 
to othereffcce of their Fookſpnenthhey bring diſcaſcs vps their 
bodies, they bring neceſlitic vpor their eſtates, they bring re» 
proch vpon theirnames they bring confulion intotheir Now: 
ſcs,they bring the curſe of God wpon themſclucsin cuery thing 
here,& ſtop vp their owne way from' cuerlaſting life hereafter. 
For Drunkards arc in the number of thoſe v=righteous, which! 
the Scripture faith, ſell notinherit the kingdom of God. 
Inſtrucionto be the more afraid of this (in;, becaulc itisſo 

pernicious,&to look narrowly toourſclues,thatwe be not ſur- | 
prilcd by it , becauſe it is ſo deceitfull: for to innumerable _ 


Verſe IF. 'PROVERBY, 103 
be ſecure and carcles thereof,it prooucth avenemous ſerpent, 
as well for craftas crueltic. It came ſtealing ypon Nee, (whom 
all the world could not ſeducc)and bit him ſo,as that his wicked 
ſonne Chaminſulted ouer him,and his godly ſonnes Shew and 
Taphet, were ſorie toſee him in ſucha'caſe. Whereforc our Sa- 
uiour by way of a caxeat,doth preſcribe onepreſeruatiue againſt 
it,and that is a prouident care,& conftant circumfpetion,that 
wefall notintoit, ſaying, Take heed to your ſelues, leaſt at ary time 
your hearts be oppreſſed with ſurfutting and drunkennes. Which 
doth admoniſh vs to be warie,what companie we frequent, or 
elſe, we arc altogether -heedlefle of eur owne ſafetie ;-for com- 
monly the ambuſkes of this vice, whereby ſo many are circum- 
uented, doclic in contagious companie, 
Neither will it ſuffice thee to decline the ſocictic of them 
thatarc of bad note, but thou muſt be: watchfullalſo oucr thy 
ſelfe, and thy appetite;in feafting with men of better account: 
Divers arewounded whicre they ſuſpeRed no peril], and manie 
oucrcharged with prouocationsand healths,where'nothing in 
ſhewc,but ſobrictic is profeiſed;- A s-it'is a ſhame for the one to 
make fuch vndecent challenges, ſo it is neither diſgrace tore- 
fuſe them,nor difcurtefic not toanſwere them, And Saint Paw 
doth adde yctan other preſcruatiue to the former , and giueth- 
direQion how we may keepe our bodies from thisintemperan- 
cic, andthat is-,'by ſtoring our (clues with grace, which will 
furcly defend the whole man... Be nor drinker ( faith hee ) with Eph. - 5,18. 
wine, wherein is gxceſſe, but be filled with the ſpirit ; &e.' + 
Verſe 2, Thefeare of the. King is like the roaring af 6. Lyon: he 
that prouoketh ot pick f iagtgtxh his awne #44 eh 
= feareof the King ,) his wrath , which {triketh a terronr- 
; intotheir hearts, with whom hee ſhewerhhimſelfe offen-. 
dedzis hike the roaring. of a Lyon,vetieifeartull 8& dangerous: 
. hee that prouoketh him to anger;;\ which incurreth his indigna- 
tion by diſobedience, oranicili demeanour, fixneth againſt:his 
owne ſoule : notonely defileth hisfoule, with the triſgreſſion of 
Gods holic Lawe, but putteth his life in; great perill,and expo-- 
ſth the ſame to the ſentenee of death... See chaps 26,14- : 
57 Vert. 3. 


Luk 21.34. 


404 PROVERBS, whe Þ 
verſe 3. It is an honour for a manto ceaſe from ſtrife, but enerie 
Foole will be medling. 


ws 7 i541 honour for a man]it makcth for his praiſe,and procurcth 
ries an and harts of mea to giuc him a good tcltimonie, 
£0 ceaſe from ſtrife,cither nottocnter into it at all;if vps good 
conditions,without wrong to Luſticc,orrighteous cauſes meet 
to be-maintained, he may be freed from it,orclſc to break off, 
and put an cndthereto, with as much celcritic as may be con- 
uenient: but exery foole will be wedling :(uch asare vnwilc on the 
.other ſide, doc loue contentions,and delight to be [tirring and 
riving vpon cuery ſlight occslion. Thus ſtandeththe oppo- 
ſition: It is a mans honour to ccale from ftrife, and cucry wile 
man will indcuour to keepe himelfe quict ; but is a mans re- 
proach to be centcntious, yet cuery foole will be mcdling. 
gt is a laudable vertueto be of 3 quict dilpotitiog,f&to auoyd ' 
contentions. When Gad faith it is fora mans hogour,we may 
well conelude,that he is trucly honorable,in whorhe that grace 
is found: forthe Lord giucth nothisteſtimonic as manic men 
do,for faſhions ſake,as a meerccomplement. E prevllynhen 
he doubleththe ſame,as he doth forthis point; for theſe words = 
here,thats: « a mwrs hovowr to ceaſe froftrife,donothing differin. 
ſcnſe from theſe elſe-wheregthat it © a mans g/orve togaſſe by an of 
Proun9.tt. cure. And if they be pronounced bleſſed bythe Sonne of God, 
_ Which arc peace-makers,and compoſecontronerhicsbetweene os. 
thers,then they arc no lefle, which be peace-keepera,e as muck: 
as.in them 1ycth, abandon all controperſics themſclues,. . 
© Firſt, there is a concurrenec,and vnion of manic cxcellent 
Re/-I. yertucs in thoſe which delightto be peaccable: as wiſdome,be- 
Þ cauſcitisthe propertic of fooles tobe wrangling: & _— 
08-23-12 becauſcome/y by pridemen muberh contetions.:&fortitudebeeailſe » 
ETONT 5... man8tiaincth tethis,but by;conquelt of him(ſclfc,& he that 
10345 (bdxcth his owne minde,ic bettir then he that winneth a Citie: Nei 
ther do mcn grow, to beſuch,by.a naturall valure,humilicice, or 
wiſedoinc,but ſpirituall&heauenly,as it is faid concerning one 
oftheſo,& to beynderftood ofall,chewy/cdame rbat  fromabone, ' 
# peaceable;yentle, cafiots ba emtreated, 0. | to! 
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from Peace and Concord, and manifold miſchiefes-hereby pre- 
uented: The heart hath more reſt} the State hath moreſafetie, 
the credit is better preferued, then by.brawles , and ſuites, and: 
needleſſe oppofitions , which doe interrupt all Godly and Chri- 
ſtian medirations and exerciſes, and cauſe mnch vncharitable' 
dealing , vexations , expenſes , and infamy, inſo much that he 
compareth the beginning of ftrife to a'breach made intheSea. 
banke', where through the waters breake, and*drowne vp a: 
whole Countty. See Chap: 17. v.14: and13:v.to.DoR, 2, » 


Verl. 4. The ſlonthfall will not plowe becauſe of Winter ,where- 
fore he Jhall begge in Sommer and hane nothing. 


T He ſlonthfallwillnot plowe becauſe of Winter, | Here'is a de- 
ſcription of a tender and fearefull ſluggard. In deede win- 
ter is colde, and the weather then ſometimes biting, bur yerit is 
.a ſeaſon meete for plowing, which becauſe the aire isnipping 
and ſharp,he lettethalene;by which-mannier of peech is meant, 
that a ſmall matter will eafilyſtay an idle perſon from following 
his calling , Wherefore he ſhall begge ,ſhall be driven to ſeeke re- 
liefe at other mens hands, # Sommer,in harueſt when his neigh- 
: boursthat tooke paines in due time, are reaping of their coms. 
modities , andintoy plenty, which wilt be the grearer eye-ſore: 
and harts-yriefe'vnto him, becauſe it isinthe nature of ſluggards' 
to be enuious, and haxe nothing-he ſheweth the cauſe of hibeg- 


ging, namely penury and neede, when all his ſubflance-is conſu- - 


med: and ſometimes it falleth out alſo by Gods righteous pro= 

uidence, to'bethe ſucceſſe of his begging , thatno manſhall be' 
leaſt ſufficientfoode or apparell vnto him. / IT 

q Light occaſions will hinder carelefſe men fromthe doing of 


neceffary duties. BT 


= X 


his boſome, ray Be it to hismouth gy, 


T Wherefore heſhallbegge,&'c. Het 
| "Þ 


Secondly, great and admirable. is the benefit that proceedeth * 


moued with compaſſion towardes bim , tominifterany, orat-. 


It was faid in the former Chapter vetſ. 24. that irwas more | | 
then the ſlouthfull was willing to doe, to plucke his hahd out of - 
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he ought not, ſhall feele miſery when he would not, 


| Ver, 5. The connſaile in the hart of a man is like deepe waters, . 
but a man of underſtanding will drew it out. | 


" He comtſaile in the hart of a man,] the ſecret intent of his '_ 

- minde and purpoſe of his hart, which i like deepe Waters,is- 
by ſome diuers times ſo cunningly hidden, &cloſely concealed.in 
the ſecret corners and buttome of the ſoule, that it is ahard mat-, 
ter to ſound or perceiue the ſame. But 4 man of vrderflauding 
will draw it ot , he that is indued with wiſdome and diſcretion, 
will diſcouer and apprehend what praGtiſcs are in hand, and 
what matters are like to be attempted. So it commethto paſſe 
often, but not alwaies, nor neceffarily , becauſe 'good men are 
not ſeldome circumuented by the wiles and crafty deuiſes ofthe. 
wicked; 51 


'« Malicious men haue further reaches and plots 1n their heads -_ 


then the world knoweth of. | 

Be awvaliant Sonne in law , faith Saul to Danid, and fight the * 
Lordes battailes, and I will gine thee my Daughter to Wife : but 
Saul thowght, ſaith the Text, wy hand ſhallnot be upon him,but the 
hands of the Philiſtines ſhall be upon him. And againe , I deſirens: 
dowry fir my Daughter, ſaith he, but an hundreth fere-chins of the 
Philiſtines to be auenged on the Kinges enimies : but what moued.” 
kim to offer ſuch gregt kindnes vuto Dazid? Why, Saul thought 
ſaiththe holy Ghoſty}ro make Dauid fall into the handes of the 
Philiſtines, When eAbſhalem. had a mindeto raiſe a rebellion. 
at:Hebron; and to. conſpire againſt the State and life of the King... 
his owne Father, what pretence had: he of going thither,, an - 
drawing:company vnto him? He had forſooth, a wow to be per- - 
formed at Hebron, andthatwithas much devotion, and great: 
ſolemnity as might be... When Herode had a full reſolutionta 
goe to Bethlehem, that hemight murther Tefus Christ, he defi- 
reth to be informed of the-wiſemen where he might be fureto 


finde-bint, tothe endthat he mightrepaire tothe place, and:. ”" 


worſh;p him. ; | $2 ; 
- Firlt, corrupt nature hath-poyſoned the harts ofallmen ynre-, 
| | gencrate- 


Perf. 5. PROVERBS. | 
generate with guile and ſubtlety in ſuch ſort as that the Prophet 


maketha grieuouscomplaint thereof, ſaying, The hart is deceit- Ir, 17. verſ. g. 


| full and wicked abone all thinges , who can know it ? Neither are 


Gods owne people, no not the beſt of them free from that ve- . 


nome of hidden craft lurking ſecretly in their ſoules , whercby 
themſelues are many times beguiled. Did- Danid once dreame, 
or had the leaſt = that he ſhould be fo farre carryed away 
with wanton lookes, and wicked luſts, as theteby to fall into ſo 
foule adultery, and murder? And would Peter belecue , though 
Chr: did ſpeake it, that there would be found ſuch cowardiſe in 
him, that he ſhould forſake and for-ſweare his owne Maſter, 
whome he bragged ſo much that he would ſtand to ſo manfully, 
and dye with ? | | | 


Secondly, malice doth alwaies beare craft and falſe-hood 


with it, making ſemblanceof one thing , and minding another, 
neuer hauing keener purpoſes with edges of ſwordes,then when 
they giue ſweeteſt ſpeeches with {moothneſle of oyle. Joab 


would imbrace eAbner , and Amaſa , whea he intendedto{lay 


them, and [#das would needes kifle our Samar Chrift, when his 
- purpoſe was to betray him. . | 
Thirdly, Sathan doth inſpire, and learnethem his skill of de- 
ceit, becauſe they are in hand with his worke of miſchiefe,” By 
the fame meanes wherby he proceederh and ſeemeth to proſper 
in his owne helliſh attempts, he informeth them to manage 
- theirs, | | 
Inftrution toſhake off this ſinne-of guile and diffimwlation, 
and l-t our harts be apert and fingle, though not indiſcreet, and 
toq ſimple. For two extremities are with greatheedefulneſle to 


be auoided, that we neither be deceiuers , nor negligently ſuffer . 


our ſclues to be decciued:that we be not like greene quagmires 
0 intice others into our daunger, nor like ſeely Birds for a baite 


to caſt our ſclues into other mens nets. Ic is 'not alwaies ſafe to _ 
wade in till waters whichrunneſoftly, becauſe they often proue - 

| very deepe,neitherisit wiſdome totruſtto faire ſhewes of faith- - 
TF” fulneſle , hecauſe they are found diuers times to be deceitfull, Tr 


was a barbarous treachery of Iſhmael the Sonne of Nethaniah 
ſo fraudulently to ſurprize and maflacre that charitable a_ 
Ef. is P 2- | | 
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ler. 4T, 9.1.2. andhis company , who little ſuſpeRedaany periltfrom him : and 

- jt was too much ſecurity of Gedabahnor ro miſtruſt Z/hmacl, e- 

| ſpecially being forewarned by ſohanan: of the pratiſe. in hand, 

andthe purpoſe of his comming, S, 

DoFt. - But a wen of underſtanding, &e. Thete be none ſo crafty,but 
2.. others may be as wiſe to ſift then, 

2 Fiſhes: bh long lines or nets are drawne from the bottome of 
Riuers : and Marriners with their plummets vſe to ſound the 
" depth of the Sea it ſelfe, and nomanshart is veterly:bottomeles, 

though it be farre and hard to peirce to the dottome thereof, 

Phil. x, verſ.15+. They that preached Chriſt: of enuy., would not tell the people 
what was the motiue of their preaching, and yet Paul was able 

| to diſcouer it. ' And they that heard Ezechiel fo negligently 

Exech.33.v.37, Without conſcience of obcying., profeſſed not their worldly at- 

| fections, that their harts wear after their couetouſneſle;(for they 

came to him, as people vſed tocome, they fate before him, they 

heard.his wardes:, and praiſed his ſermons) yet Exechzel could 


connince them of nypocriſte. , 


© Ny - +9 >, af 


Reaſ. Firſt, the Lord hinſelfe knoweth all theirintents, thoughts, 

A and imaginations, and who ſhall inioyne-him to keepe their 
counſailes, and not dilcloſe them? DIY 

"A . * Secondly; he hath variecy-of .meanes whereby he:doethiim- 
part to his people the plots and practiſes a » direting _ 


them ſometimes by ordinary rules to dete&them, as by parling 

with them), and propounding queſtions vnto them, and ſeriouſly 

udging of their {peechesand anfweres : and ſo by obſeruation 

of their. gcliures,z of thejr countenance, &c. which now and 

then bewray the miſchiefe which they conceiue in their-mindes, 

- And ſometimes by extraordinary reuclation, as Jeremycconfell 

@ þ ſeth, ſaying, The Lord hath taught me,ard I know it , cuen then 

| thou ſbhewed(t me their prathiſes, - But: I mas like a Lambhe , or Bul- 

:locke that was brought.to the ſlaughter ,avrd I knew not that they 

had deuiſed thus agumſt me,laying, ;let 1s deſtroy the treewrth the 

fruit thereof, and cut him-out.of the Land 'of the lining, thaths |} 

name may be no more in memory, Ascraftily as Teroboam had } 
_  .contriucct the matter, to ſend{his wife-diſpuiſed to Abyah the 

_ .Propher, yet eAbyah informed by the Lardknew whoſhee 


Ter.11.0.18.19. 


- __ 
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was, anTwhy ſhee came, before ſhee ſet a foote within his dore. - 2 *-l 

In like manner was Gebefi found out by Elſhah, and eAnarias 1. King-14. 9.6 _ » 

with Sapphyra by Peter, and others by other of his ſeruants.. -... we 
Inſtru&tion to imbrace this wiſdome and vnderftanding which Ye. 

will deſcrye the traines of our aduerfaries, and preuent their To. 

fetches, that they cannot preuaile againſt ys, It went to the hart - + 

pf Saxl ro be ſo oftendefeated of his purpoſes againlt Dawd, 

thathe could neuer ſucceede to make a diſpatch of him:-and 

what. was the let and impediment ? The watchfull eye ,-and 

mighty hand of God, which was alwaies his ſhield, A 

refuge, but meanes.there were belide,which Saul indiſcontent- . - 

ment declarethin the worſt manner, ſaying , He. is {zbtile and 1-Sam.23.v.23. > 

Crafty * and Dauid-in thankefulneſſe acknowledgeth inthe beſ, | 5 

ſaying , By thy Commanndements thou haſt made me wiſerthen Pal. 119.v.98; 

mine entmuies, ; | | 

Terrour for them that harbqur cuill thoughts and affeQions - Og 

in their harts,for they are alwaies-in danger to be diſmaskedand _ - 

Jaide open to infawy-and ſhame , for their falle-hood and lewd- 

neſle :no art can preſerue them from reproch and contempt, they 

daunce ina net when they ſeeme to deale moſtcloſeiy. -And ifa 

wiſe nan can efpie a diſſembler now in this world, when thz one 

hath ſo many couerings to hide. him, and the other ſo great 

dimneſfle of fight to hinder him , ſhall not. all gyilefull perſons 

much more befound out,and expoſcd ro confution inthe world 

to come; and at the day of the Lord, when. all their cogitations | 

and courſes ſhall be fiript naked ,. and all eyes moft clearely be. 

hold them ? when the Iudge of the quicke and the dead ſhall in- _. 

di and arraigne them, before rhat great and generall. aſſembly © 

both of Men and Angels , and bring all their. wayes to light and- 

iudgement ? '; | : TS 


F 4 er(c 6, 


| Verſ.-6,: Many men will boaſt exery one of his. geodpeſſe , but re 
who ſha finde. a farthfullman *:: > bectthichydueiend 5 
M2 men,\Proude and vaine-gloriousperſons which are 5 OLE I 
IV inuny, vil boaſt enery one of biz goodueſſe, wilpubliſhand = 
ſetabroade the commendable qualities which they taketo-bein - 


=_ 


Dot þ 


KMath.7.16.18. 


- © thernſclues, and the kindnefle and benefits which they performe 


| dothimport an impoſitbility,that 


pride, andio madethe worſe 


PROVERBS. Ferſ.6. 
to others : burwho can a ay or man ? The interrogation 
| aithful men are not only rare, 

bur none at all : yethis meaning is not abſolutely thar there are 
none faithfull (for that would contradiR other Scriptures;which 
haueteſlitied of thevprightneſlſe of ſundry gaod men by name, 
anddeſcribed the integrity of others which are not particularly 
mentioned) bur that among theſe braggers , whichare ſo fore. 
ward to magnifie themſelues , and celebrate theif owne praiſes, 
there. is Not oxe faithfall man to be found , which doeth good 
with a good conſcience , in finglenefle of hart rowardes God, 
and loue and compaſſion to his as | 
C The beſt workes of vafaithfull men be of no valew with God. 
They are highly conceited of that which they doc , whereas he 
little paſleth for that, bur rather obſerueth what ones they are. 
Men nener. gather Grapes of T hornes , nor Figs of Thiſtles. eA 
good Tree cannot bring forth enill frgit , neither can an emill Tree 
bring forth good fruit. The Phariſees wereknowne both in Jeru- 
falem, and throughout all the land, to giue much almeſleto the 
poore, to faſt, to pray, todoe diuers thinges which the world 
admired, and for the ſame had them in great eſtimation, and yet . 
becauſe the mn were naught , and their hartswere naught , all 
thoſe glorious painted workes were-fſinnefull and loathfome, 
Our Sauiourtelleth vs of many that will ſceke acquaintance of 
him, for prophecying in his name , and caſting out of Denils by has 
name , and doing many great workes in hzs name : and yet he will 
profeſſe that he nener knew them, but bidde them depart from him, 
as being workers of iniquity. | | 

' Firſt, whatfocuer proceedeth from an vnregenerate and fleſh» | 
ly man, muſtneedesbe corrupt as a worke of the fleſh, and con- 
ſequently vnfauoury and finnefull, bf 

Secondly , .allthe workes of the wicked doe want good ſea» 
ſoning by gi, and Chriſtian loue , without which eudry thing 
isdiftaſifull to God how deleRtable ſoeuer it ſeemethto men. | 


_ ©** Thirdly, the harts.of hypocrites and gracelefſe men, by occa- 


fion of any.good which th pronouns , aremuch om vp with 
by good ations , as here appea- 


reth 


Verſ. 6. 


PROVERBS.” 


' reth by the boaſtes which they make of their 
the example of the Phariſe glorying how'inft 


2 0 A 
FF. 19 21 


5 5 oc * 


- EET! 


:00dnefle :and by Inki8 vis. 
e was, how much 


{  hegauve, how often he faſted, and what duties he difcharged*' 
whereas enery gooderuice vprightly performed by the Godly; 
will cauſe themthe.more to 1ce their ynworthineſſe ,-aridto be 


humbled. When Dazzd and his ſubieRas had liberally contribu. 


ted towardes the building , and beautifying of the Temple ; he: 
' breaketh out into the praiſes of the Lord, and debaſement of 
himſelfe, and his, faying ; ho am 1, and whar is my people thar 1.Chroag.o.14, 
we ſhould be able to offer willingly after this ſort ? fir all thimgs come 


of thee, and of thme owne hand hane we ginen than. When Iſaiah 
had vſcd his lips and his tongue, as faichfully as he could in the 


miniſtery of God , andfor the benefit ofthe Church, yet at the 
fight of Gods glory, and his owne vilenefſe he cryeth out, Woe 77.6. ve: 5. 


5 me, for I am vndone, becauſe Fam a man of polinted lips, © 
Inftrution to take heede'to thy ſelfe in all thy wayes, that 


thy integrity rather commend thy aCtions to Gods eyes ,'then 


that thy tongue ſhould extoll them to mens eares': and let th 

' good workes be alwaies well done, ifluing froma fincere affe- 
ion,and an heart purged by faith , that the ſtreames may bee 
more cleare and acceptablc,for the purity of the fountaine, He 
that indeede is faithful , and our of his faithfulnefle dooth apply- 
himſclfe ro be fruirfull, ſhall not neede Pharifaically to' pubh 


V fe. 


his yertues to allthe towne-«for /eſws Chrift in due time will- © + 


proclaimethe ſame to all the world - and in the meane time 
cauſe rheir goodnefle ſo to be regarded of them that be good, 


that the leſſe praiſe they feeke ,' the morethey ſhallfinde, and* --* - 


that reuerence which they neither aimed'at; nor looked for,ſhall* 
without their ring or ſeeking be offered vnto them.” He thatis* 
| found in his ſoule, and vprightin his dealing eannor be without” 
honour , whoſoever hebethat deprauethhim't and euery" one" 
that is hollow harted and wicked', ſhall'bearetheſhame of his- 
miquity, what pretenfes ſocuer he maketh of mercy, iuftice, and 
piety , and how many ſoeuer applande him': whomeſoeuerthe 


Lord ſeeth to be naught; he repurerh for naught , and Will ſhew” 


to benaught, andafter a feaſon bring himtonaught.. ph 


og 


Dot, 


 _T., Job.z. verſ7. 
P/al. 32. v. It, 


Job. 1, ver(.s. 


Real. .. 


To 


x72 PROVERBS. Perf. 7: 


Verl, 7. He which watketh in his vprightneſſe = a - and 
bleſſed ſhall his children be after him.” 


H E which watketh in his vprightneſſe,] that without diſſimu- 


lation , conſtantly indeuourethto obey the will of God, 
labouring to know all that the Lord requireth at his hand, and: 
aſmuch as he can performe, al that he. knoweth., and thatwith, - 
defire-to glorific him , and likewiſe with hope to be rewarded 
bimſclfe, is iu/t,perfeRly righteous by the mexirs of Chriſt with- 
out him, and righteous by the worke of Gods holy ſpirit within. 
him : Ard bleſſed ſhalhis children be after him, It ſhall both goe. 
well with himſelfe while he liueth, (for ſo much is intended in 
this ſentence, thoughnot exprefly mentioned) and with his po-. 
Nerity alſo who ſhall ſucceede him. So doth he vſually bleſfe bis 
ſcruants, but nor-at alltimes, ſome being otherwiſe recompen-. . 
ſed, and not in this manner : for many Godly men haue no chil- 
dren at all, and ethers leaue ſuch behinde them, as proue vahap- 
py and -graceleſle, | «He | 
CE Wholocucr is fincereand honeſt ,.the ſame man is alſo righ- 
teous, He that exerciſcth the behauiour of iuſtice ſhall inioy 
both the comfort and credit of beiog iuſt, notwithſtanding he 
be not free from faults and infirmities, .St. Job»: yndertaketh. to, 
make this good, and layeth it downe as an infallible verity, lay-: . 
ing, Little children , let ng man deceiue you, he that doeth righte- 
onſneſſe is righteous, Likewiſe Danid-inthe Plalmes , according 
as Salomen doth here, maketh.the iuſt and faithfull ro be allone. 
in that his conſolatory-acclamation : Be gladde yee righteome, and 
rejoce in the Lord , beioyfull all yee that are wpri gbt in bart, But: 
what can be clearer then Gods owne teſtimony tor ob, and that ' 
to the Deuill, his moſt mortall aduerſary ? Faft thou not conſide- 


. red my ſernant Tob, how none is bkg him inthe earth ? An vpright © 


ard inſt man one that feareth God and eſcheweth.emill, 
{, Firſt, theres never yprightnefle of hart and behauiour, bur. 

where finnes.,are-pardoned, and who will take vpon bim to - 

charge that man with ynrighteouſneſſe, how great an oftendour 


_- ſoeuerhe hath formerly beene, whoſe iniquities the Lord hath 


remined ? 
Secondly, 


\ 


Secondly,as he is fully righteous which hath fulneſſe of grace, 
ſo is euery one more or lefle righteous according/to the degrees 
* of his grace, ſo asthe ſmalleſt meaſure thereof doth denominate, 
and honour euery one with:the title of a juſt man, if it properly 
proccede from the holy Ghoſt, and be in truth the fruit of the 
ſpirit, | 8: 


Thirdly, were it notthar all the Godly were verily righteous, 


they could haue no place in the myſticall body of Jeſws Chritt : 
for what correſpondency would there be: betweene the_head 
which is abſolutely iuſt , and the reſt of the members viterly vn- 


juſt, Neither would there be any meete proportion , but a di- 


rectoppolition betweene member and member,betweene thoſe 
which are wholly holy aboue in the heauens, aud ſuch as ate 


Ver. 7. PROVERBS. 13 


meerely vnholy beneath in the earth. Theſe parts would no bet-- | 


ter accord together, thenthoſe of the Image which Nebachad- 
»ezzar beheld in his dreame , whoſe head was of fine gold, his 
breaſt and his armes of ſiluer ; his belly and thighes of braſſe , his 

legges of yron, and has feete part of yron, and part of clay. 


Fourthly, no happiheſle beloagerh'to any fauing to the juſt, ic | 


is their portion peculiarly reſcrued for them, and then conſe- 
quently it followeth that euery true harted man, of yertuous be- 


Day, 2. verſ.33. 


4. 


hauiour is yndoubtedly righteous : for bleſſed are they. that are Pſal.119.v.1,2. 


wpright in their way', and walks m the law of the Lord. Bleſſed are 
they that keepe his teſtimonies , and ſeeks himwuth their whole hart. 
Conſolation for -poore Chriſtians nuch clogged andyoaked 
with corruptions and infirmities, whoſe defires of weldoingare 
reſiſted by Sathan, and finnefull nature, that thoughtheir enj- 
mies hinder” them from- the performance 'of. many righteous 
workes, yet they cannot dilable-them from being righteous 
people : they ſhall neuer beableto-ftay Gods hand from giuing 
them grace to makethem iuſt., nor to ſtoppe his mouth from 
ycelding his teſtimony, and acknowledging them to be juſt. 
Their faults are to be rebuked and repented for,'as being brea- 
ches of Gods law, andhurtfull totheir owne ſoules, and ſome- 
times ſcandalous to others, but yer, they make nota nullity of 
their faithfulneſle, neither doth the Lord diſclaime them for the 

_ Game, Dazid had his lips and frailties , and failed of duty indi- 

CE . 


| = 


" uUers - 


. 


I, KIBg.15.,vS, 


Ve. 


114 ' PROVERBS. 


Verſ. 7, 
uers matters , as in his paſſionate heate yon and ſwearing - 
to deſtroy Nabals whole family : in paſſing ſuch a raſh ſentence 
againf} HMephiboſheth , to paſſe away all his maintainance from 
him : in being too too indulgent to his vngratious Sonnes, 
Ammon, Abſhalom, and Adonyah , and yet the Lordpaflethby 
all theſe, and others of the like naturc, and ſaith, Danid did that 
which was right in the fight of the Lord, and turned from nothing 
that he commannded hm , all the daies of his life , ſane only in the 
matter of Vryah the Hntite. Letthe Deuill then rage, and wic- 
ked men raile, and charge thee with hypocriſte, arrogancy, pre- 
ſumptuouſneſle, diſloyaltie, hereſie, lolardie, or with whatſoe.- 
uer elſe an helliſh braine may invent, or a virulent mouth can 
vomit out , yet thy hart and waies depoſiag for thine integrity, 
thatthou ſeruelt God asawell as thou canſt, and defireſt to bs it 
farre þetter if thou couldeſt, be not diſhartenedat all their ſlaun- 
derous calumniations, 

Reproofe of them that are only ſayers in caſes of Chriſtianity, 
hauing their moutrhes full of religion , and their harts altogether 
empty, which diſcourſe of thinges to be done, and praQtiſe no- 
thing, ke negligent trauailours,that ſpend the morning in their 
beddes, and the after-noone in the Ale-houſe, and talke of their 
journey, and which way it lyeth, bur ſet not one foote forwards 


- therein. And how much better then theſe are thofe, who doe 


many thinges which they ought, but nothing as they ſhould : 
for they only ſccke their owne vaine glory , or commodity in 
ſceming to labour for Gods glory , an _-_ , and ſodedicate 
his ſervices to pride, luſt, and worldlineſſe ? Neither may vnſta- 
ble perſons be ſpared here from a iuſt rebuke, ſuch hauing en- 
Jace a good way of mop and _—_ , doecither reuolt, 
and give vpallthe exerciſe and profeſſion thereof, which is a 
molt fearefull and dangerous eftate, or elſe retaine the fame vn- 
c-rtainly by fits and farts without any conſtancy therein. Doe 
they dreame thatGodlinefle is like analley ina garden, or a gal- 
kery in an houſe, to walke forwards , and to returne backe in for 
pleaſure, and not a voiage for trauaile, to be proceeded in, till 
they come to heauen ? If they will ſerue God but at ſometimes, 
they muſtbe reputed righteous but at ſometimes, and he that re- 

| 2 | maineth 


Verſ.8. PROVERBS. Its 


mainethnot alwaies righteous, hath neuer yet attained to-be 


righteous at all. 


4 Bleſſed ſhall hu children ,&c. Fairhfull parents haue no cauſe | 


to dread the eſtate of their children after their deceaſc. 
Themſclues are righteous, as here the wiidome of God doth 


| Dott. 


2. 


direQly pronounce them : and the generation of the righteous ſhal Fſe.t12.verſ.., 


be bleſſed, as beſides this preſent Text , diuers/\other places of. 


. Scriptures doe p—_ teſtifie. If the Lord-reckon them for 
theirs,as he will if they be his, he wil alſo for their ſakes, through 
Chriſt, and in his owne loue prouide ſufficiently for them t If 0- 
therwiſe (eſpecially if they are nothing guilty of their finnes, by 
miſgoucrnment, or negleR of prayers for them) what haue they 
to doe to cnter into Gods iudgments; and to diſquiet their harts 
about the puniſhments , which he hath hereafter to inflict ypon 
his rebellious cnimies, and the aduerſaries of his people ? See 
Chap, 13. 22. | ihe | 


Verſ.8. eA Km that fitteth on the Thront of indgement cha- 
ſeth away enery one that u enill, ; | 


A King,] The ſupreme Magiſtrate principally; and others alſo 
of great authority, ſitting vpon the Throne of inſtjce, execu- 
ting his office faithfully, chaſerh-away enery enillore , affrighteth 
lewde malefaRors, and either cutteth them off, or otherwiſe pu- 
niſheth them , or they amend their waies , 'or flye out of his iu- 
riſdi&ion, or at the leaſt from his preſence, with his eyes, by loo- 
king into cauſes, and taking knowledge of offences, whether it 
be by ſight or hearing ,. and therewithalſo he daunteth the; wic> 
ked that appeare before him, his lookes and countenance being 
terrible vnto them. , hy -F0RS L402 

C A vigilantruler is a reſtraintand terrour to vicious perſons, 


It doth euidently appeare by all circumſlances touching obs life 


that he was not.a man giuento be ſo fierne and auſtere, but thar 
honeſt men might finde good contentment in his company, (fer 
the eare that heard him (p 


' ſawe him, gane witneſſe to bims : he delinered the poore that cryed, 
and the fatherleſſe , and him that had none to helpe bins: the bleſ- 
LES Q 32 ſong 


cake , did bleſſe him, and the eye. that 


Do#. 


lJeb.19,v.11.12, 


Verſ. 8. 


lob. 30.03.56. 


Chap. 29, 17. 


Reaſ. 
I, 


2o 
1, Pet.2.v.14- 


Rom.13-verſes. 
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FP - 
mg of (ach as were ready to periſh came vpon hims, and he cauſed 
Hi 5 ni hart to md : | nt the —_ the blinde, _ 
feete tothe lame, and a Father tothe poore ).yet difordered young 
»1en dur(t not indure the fight of him, they hidde themſelues from 
hispreſence. And ſuch was the feuerity of his gouernement a- 
gainft vagabonds and vile perſons , that they were compelled to 
flee into the darks , deſolate , and waſt wilderneſſe. They were cha- 
ſed firth from among men, they ſhomed at them as at a T heefe, 
T herefare they dwelt in the clifts of Riners, in the holes of the earth 
and Rockes, Neither was this his ſharp proceeding only againſt 
thoſe that were young and wanted « * 0a , Or ſuch as were 
beggarly, and wanted power , but he brake the iawes of the wn. 
—_— of what eſtate ſocuer, and plucke the pray ont off his 
geetD. 

Firſt, heis armed with Gods authority, whoſe ſubſtitute he 
is, and by himeſtabliſhed in his place, and therefore the Maieſty 
of his glory ſhineth forth in the execution of iuflice. 

Secondly, the Lord hath ſer him vp; andput the fword into 
his hand , for the puniſhment of exill doers, and the praiſe of them 
that doe well : he ts the Miniſter of God to take vengeance on them 
that doe enill., | Le t 

- Thirdly, -a guilty hartmaketh men timerous', andready al- 
'Waies to dr. ; fin eſpecially before him who isto ſift them, 
and to call them to account for their miſſe-behautour, 

Inſtruftion to ſubicRts and inferiours that if they would ſtand 

before their Gouernours, and neither be driuen to runne away 
from, or be puniſhed by them, let themftand againſt their owne 
corruptions-, thatthey Raine nor theirliues with lewde conuer- 
fation:ſo ſhal they finde the Magiſtracy comfortable ynto them, 
and notterrible : like milde ſhowers of raine to refreſhthem, 
and not tempeſiuous ſftormes to affright them : as a ſhield for - 
their defence and fafety , and nor a fyord for their ruinc and de- 
firucion. Andin the next place, let Commanders, and men of. 
Authority be exhorted to watch ouer thoſe which are commit- 
ted vnto them perſonally, and with their owne eyes, as much as 
they may, for the ſuppreſſion of vice, and aduauncement ofver- 
mc, audnot leaue all thinges to ynder Officers , which vnder- 


3 , 
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hand, many times , deale very corruptly. And this the Lord ex- 


peQteth ar their handes , that as himſelfe is vnpartiall ; and re- . 


ſpeReth no mans perſon in his iudgements, but cuery man ſpee- 


his eftate, ſuch ſhould they be, and deale in theirs, defen 

the innocency of the meancſt, and doing them right, and cenſu- 
ring the wickednefle of the mightieft, and making themraft of 
wuſtice, which is indeede, to chit away all the exill with their 


deth according to the equity of his cauſe, and not the quan of 
ing 


es. | 
.: Reproofe of many in high places, that eye the beſt and moſt 


harmelefle people in malice to picke quarrels, and ſecke aduan- 
tages againfithem, and ſet their eyes ypon the worſt, arid moft 
diffolute perſons in way of liking to giue countenance ynto 
them. This is commonly to be feene, and greatly to be lamen-- 
ted in many great families, and places of juſtice, aſwellinthis 
Nation, as in moliKingdomes , and Prouinces through all the 
world; They which ſhould drive away all theeuiſh, Sunken, 
blaſphemous, contemptuous, and quarrellous.perfons gut of 
the Country, doe ſuffer them to rooft , and make their nefts in 
their moans hr , and fecde diuers of them ar their owne ta- 
bles, and (becauſe they can game, play , ieft, and make ſports) 
vie them as their familiar companions.. And hence it is that 
fuch flockes, and flights, and ſwarmes of malefaQours doe daily 
breede, and pefier fo many Townes, and Cities,and parts of this 
Kingdome. And adde hereunto, that ſometimes Magiſtrates 
eares inchanted with flattery, or feare of others greater then. 
themſelues,perſwade the eie cither to winke,or elſe to looke on 
the other fide ::or the eyes are fo dazeled withthe glitteriug- 

lofle,and brightneſle of golden bribes, that they cannot appre- 
Gand the fouleſtmatters, whichal che Country cuidently behold: 
and cry out ypon; t 


Verſe9. Who can ſay, I haue cltanſed my heart, I anvpure from: 
foune ?- | | 


VV can ſay, Who can truely and with good Warrant 
{ Y. affine, hane cleanſed my heart, Thaue viterly, and: 
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for euer freed my ſelfe from all vnlawfull defires , delights , pur. 


poſes,cogitations and motions, He beginneth at the hearr, be- 
cauſe it is the Fountaine , or at lea the Ceſterne from whence 
corruption floweth; which yer muſtbe vnderſiood of his owne 
naturall power,and not of grace: and of perfetion, and not of 
fincerity: for the Prophet doth truely profeſle that he had clean- 
ſed hi heart,though in his temptation it ſcemed to be # vaine, 
which he did by the ſpirite ofGod, and in part, andby degrees, 
I am cleane from ſinne ; my nature ſoule and wayes are all pure, 
nothing can be laid to my charge, for vnlawfull thoughts, yn- *- 
righteous ations,vnfruitfull ſpeeches,good dueties at any time 
omitted,or ſinfull workes euer committed : meaning by that in- 
terrogation,that no man hath power ſo to walke, nor any rea- 
ſon foto boaſt. Notwithſtanding, this is' nothing againſt that 
faying of S. Paul : Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods 
choſen? It is God that inflifieth, For he there ſpeaketh of that in- 
nocency that the godly attaine vnto by remiſſion of their finnes 
in Gods preſence , who hauing receiued fatisfaRtion for them, 
from (rift, imputed them to him, and fully acquitteth them: 
and Salemon here ſpeaketh of another matter , that no. man is 
throughly me from originall corruption,and the impure hu- 
mours that iſſue out of it. Neyther ſet any man obiect that of 
S.lohnWhoſcener is borne of God ſinneth not : for he ſpeaketh nat 
in that place ofthe praQtiſe, but the dominion of finne , that a 
regenerate man yeeldeth not obedience vnto it, as a ſlaue to his 
Maſter, but is taken capriue,or receyueth a wound, as a Souldier 
from his enemy. | 

C The beſt ſhall have corruptions and ſfinnes cleauing to them, 
ſo long as they liue. 

As cuery ſonne of eAdamÞ,fauing (rift our Saviour, is, or 
hath beene defiled by generation and conception, ſo none of - 
them can waſh any parc of their filthineſſe without his helpe , 
neyther may any looke for an abſolute purity in carth by his aſ< 
fiſtance : for that , in his holy wiſedome, he reſerued as aprero- * 
oatiue,proper vnto his owne perſon, not admitting ofany co- 


Rey therein. Here vpon certainty ofhis ground , he prop6- 


teth the point by way of demaund, making a challenge to allthe 


world, 
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world,knowing that no man could euerſteppe forth, and iuflly 

ſay; 1am entirely innocent, I was neuer cnlpable: orat this 

time,I amas good as I ought to be, and as Gods lawrequireth, 

And in Eccleſiaſtes vpon like aſſurance, hee: affirmeth the ſame, 

with an aſſeueration,faying , Swrely there is no man inft in the Eccl.7.26, 
eatth that doth good.,and finneth not, AndS, Tames comming be- 
hinde very few in ſanRtification , and holinefle of life, dooth yer 
profeſle this againſt himſelfe,as well as others, [n many things we 
' fame all: as if he ſhould haue faid, we children of men; we eleR, 
we Chriſtians, we Diſciples of (hriſ# , we Apoſtles , we that are 
counted chiefe among the Apofiles, we all, and euery one of vs, 

in diuers things doe fzile of our dueties., - 

Firſt that conflict which is betweene the fleſh. and the fpirite, Reaf. 
the onerelilting the orher in the moſt righteous, and beſtgraced I. 
of all Gods people, is an vndenyable argument heereof. We read Gal.5.17, 
of none that hath more prevailed againft the fleſh by mortifica- 
tion,or ſhewed forth better fruites of the ſpirit by viuification, 
tlien Pawl,and yethe complaineth, that hen he would do good, 
. emll was preſent with him : that hee did not the goadwhich hee 
' would, but the exill which he would not,that did he. 

Secondly,our Sauiour direeth ſo many as may call God f 
their heauenly Father,daily to pray: Forgine vs our debts : and 

the bleſſedneſſe of eAbraham and Daxiad, and all that cuer Chriſt Rom.4.6. 

hath redeemed with his blood , confiſteth in the remiſſion of 

finnes,which maketh it apparant that euery childe of God is 

daily attainted with the guiltinefle of finne, 

Thirdly,how ——_—_—_— it to paſſe, thatall men are obnoxious Jo 
to ſomany chaſtiſements and affliftions, and ſubie@ todeath;; 
and mortality,but that they haue their faults? If there were per- 
fe& innocency in them, no firokes of corrections could light 
ypon them : for it would not ſtand with the juſtice of the Lord, 
to ſcourge ſuch as are free from offending. And the foule could. 
haue no paſſage out of rhe body,to part company one from the. 
other, but by occafion of the corruptions that arein them both, 

* .Confuration of the Papiſts , which aſcribing to the deathok Ye, 
C(rift,the beginning ofiultification , doe impure the perfection _ 
of it to their owne worthinefle by infaſed grace , whereby they 
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thinke themſclues able to fulfill the law of God : and more then 
that toadde an oxer-plus by workes of ſupererogation , which 
may goe for payment of their fellowes debts : and fo they doe 
not onely deliuer themſelues from damnation ,-but are become 
p_ Sauiours,or peeces of Sauiours to others, Which are to 
e pittied for their ignorance,and rated for-their preſumption , 
taking ypon them to be Chrif his fellowes , not- rs 
Gods law requireth an exa&t obedience, with fulneſſe of loue 
5 mes” AA all that any meere man fince Adams fall, 
could poſſibly performe, And it ſeruerh alſo to ouerthrow the * 
hereticall opinions,and to pull down the proude conceits of the 
Cathariſts or Puritanes,which brag of ſuck a perfeRion of puri- 
ty already attained vnto,as that they neede no further to be pur- 
gedfrom _—_ | 
Inftrucion for euery man to looke warily to himſelfe,that he 
be not circumuented bySatan., fince-ſuch.a treacherous foe , as 
ſinneis,doth lie continually in waite., as neere him as may be; 
cuenin his owne berelfto betray his ſoule into his hands, An 
ſeeing all haue their faults, and are vnable to ſtand before the 
iudgement ſeate of God in their owne rightcouſneſle, therefore 
none ſhould be ouer rigorous in cenſliring of others,and paſſin 
too heauya ſentence of condemnation againſt their poore an 


weake brethren for their-infirmities. 


Verſe 10. Diners Waights,and diners meaſures , exen both theſe 
are abhomination to the Lord. 


Tzers Waights, one heavier, another lighter , a»d divers 
meaſures,one greater,another lefſe , to buy with the grea- 
ter weight,and greater meaſure,and to ſel BY the lefle or ligh- 
ter,or with a juſt weight and meaſure to {ell tothe wiſer ſort, 


and with the vniuftto the ſimpler , whome they may eaſily de- 
eciue,beth theſe,and all ſuch kinde of craftic and couectous dea- 
ling are abhomination to the Lord, ſuch abhominable iniquity as 
the Lord will ſurcly and ſharpely reucnge,and puniſh. Sec cap. 
ITNCLI. | | 


Verſe 
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Verſe 11. Enen a childe witl make knowne by his connerſation, 
whether he be pure,and whether his worke be right, 


Either yong,nor old can ſo lic hid, bur that they wil by one 
Ns or other,at one time or other , bewray what man- 
ner of perſons they are,and what manner of deedes they doe, If 
any may be vnknowne,and not made manifeſt in both thoſe re- 
ſpes,furely thoſe of yonger yeares aremollt likely to be they, 
who arenot tryed in fuc bi 
as men of riper age,and yet here it is taught, thatexey a childe, a 
yongling, being yet tender,and not growne to mans eſtate , will 
make hmſelfe knowne by his connerſation,by his behauiour,by his 
pn"—_— his ſpcech,by the courſe of his praiſes, whether he 

e pure, whether there be vprightneſſe, and plaine meaning in 
bim, without difſfimularion , or grofſe and profeſſed lewdneſle, 
ard whether his worke beright , whether that which he preſently 
doth,be with an honeſt nuinde performed , and whether hee be 
like totake agood courſe in the reſt of his life to come, For euen 
young Plants declare by their prowing and budding, what trees 
they will prooue to be, and what fruite they will beare hereaf- 
ter ; ſo little ores often ſhew betimes, what expeRation is to be 
had of them : they miniſter matter of hope,or 20m rothemthat 


conuerſe with them, and defire to ſee grace and piety in them, 


This is a duety laid ypon euerychilde, fo ſoone as he is of an 
diſcretion,and capable of inſtruftion,that heſhould enter forth- 
with into the good way,and walke conſtantly therein, howbeir 
we confeſſe that many faile therin,eyther through want of good 
education,and bringing vp,or yeelding afterwards to the luſtsof 
yonth,decline and fall away from this towardlinefle , which at 
the firſt appeared in them. 


+ © Itconcerneththe young as well asthe ode, tobe religious, 


and to liue vertuouſly. 


Pertinent to this purpoſe is the exhortation of the Prophet, Plat. 148. v.12. 


calling vpon yonug men and maidens, alſo olde men and children, 
that they ſomld praiſe the name of the Lord, Ando is that queſti- 
on and anſwere, which is made for their direction , in another 
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calings, nor in fo many matters 
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Plalme,after this manner: Wherewith ſhall ayoung man redreſſe 
his waies? Intokmg heede thereto,according to thy word, 

Firſt,being godly they are ſure,as well as the auncient, to bee 
rewarded with ſaluation in the life to come, and honoured with 
praiſe and good eſtimation in this life, Otherwiſe the hol y 
Ghoſt would never haue giuen them ſo good encouragement 
as he dorh by preferring a poore,and wiſe childe before an old and 
fooliſh King : beſide the notable example of /oferh, Danid,S am. 
el,loſiah, John Baptiſt,and others , as Timothy by aame,whome 
the Apoſtle aduiſeth by that meanes to preſerue his reputation, 
faying, Let no man deſpiſe thy youth and be unto them that beleene 
an example ,in word jn conuerſation,in loue,in ſpirit, in faith, and in 
prreneſſe. 

Secondly,the remembrance of that goodneſſe which is exer- 
ciſed-in youth , will be a ſingular comfort in olde age,and ſu- 
fteine the heart againſt the manifolde- infirmities and tedioulnes 
thereof. 

Thirdly,on the other fide , they which live vitiouſly when 
they are young,ſhall moſt certainly be plagued, when, or before 
they.come to be old,if the curſe cut them not off, or weed them 
not out(like hurtfull bryers,or nettles) ſooner. . And many , yea 
moſt of them, though they liue to be olde, yer ont-liuve not their 
ſinfulnefſe,with which they infeSted themſelues whiles yer they 
were young ; that will continue in them, and goe to the grave 
with them,as Zophar trucly teflified : His bones are full of the 
ſiane of his youth,and it ſhall lie downe with kings in the du$t : Ney-- 
ther will it be buried and conſumed there , but accompany the 
ſoule alto to hell,and accule it before Gods iudgement leate,and - 
there cauſe them.to be condemned and deſtroyed tor ener. 

Inſtruction to domeſtical Gouernors, Miniſters and Schoole-.- 
maſters,that they giue wholeſome precepts to boyes and girles - 
committed to their charge,and reſtraine them from looſe and 
diflolute behauiour, in hope of proſperous tuccefle, . whereby 
they may become both fruirfull trees in the Church of God, and 
happy inheriters of eternall ſaluation. It-was paines well beſto- 
wed by the Mother and Grand-mother of 7 :mothy , to ſeaſon ' 
himſo timely with the wordof the Lord, that by their induſtry 

he-. 
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he knew the holy Scriptures 6f a childe, and' therefore did fo 
much good to many,and moſito himſelfe when he was a man. . 
And if it lie vpon parents ſo carefully to educate their children, 
and Gouernours mult looke ſo narrowly to the wayes of their 
youth, bow much more ought they of the elder ſort, hauing mil- 
ſpent many yeares in the ſeruice of finne,and are nor yet reclay- 
med from their wicked waies , to beſtirre themſelues for refor- 
mation afore it be too late, Their.daunger ſhould terrific their 
hearts,and driue them to take a better courſe, leaſt they periſh 
ere they haue well thought that they are in perill : and their ſot- 
tiſhnes ſhould make them ar wn of their ſluggiſhnes, which 
haue ſuffered bayes, and wenches, and children-to.goc before 
them in wiſedome and honeſly : and withall there is cauſe that 
| hope ſhould heipe them forwards in godly endeauours : for if 
orace be giuen to themthat are ſo young, and of leffe capacity, 
(beſide the manifolde vanities thar youth and childe-hoode are 
ſubie& vnto)to purifie their hearts and reQtifie their workes, it 
will not be denied to them, whoare more apprehenfiue of yn- 
derſtanding,and may be better able to gouerne their affeQions, 
and order their wayes, if they faithfully ſecke it. 
Confutation of that pernitious errour, which too-many,both 
men and women illude themſelues with, that youth yeeldeth a 
priuiledge to them that are young,to bee impious, proude,ryo-: 
tous,and wanton with impunity. :It is thought that they be 
fooliſh, and mopiſh , and hauedegenerated fromtheir age, 
which will giue themſclues to theſeruice of any butof finne and 
* luft,tillrhey be paſt that age. Why-then did not'the yourhfull 
Sodomites plead their priuiledpe, and preferuethemſelues from 
deſtruction when thereſt periſhed? They were taken with the 
manner afwell as others:' there was'notice taken of them as 
well as of others, for thetextaith;that the mer of Sodome com 


paſſed Lots houſe round-about;from the young enex'to the olde, all 

the people from all quarters. And: they? were burnt vp with fire 

and brimfttone,and deſtroyed a{wellas others: And how came 

it to paſſe that the children ſpedde/fo ill which mocked: Eſha, 

ſaying, Aſcend thou bald-head,aſcend thou bald-head ? Why did / 
{obely 

fay, 


he carſether-in thename of the Loyd, if children might 
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fay, and doe whatfoever them liſted > Did notthe ſlaughter of 

two and fourty of them made by two beares, openly declare the 
wrath and indignation of the Lord againſt them? Burfor al this, 
ſo they will thinke fill, and ſo they will line till, and therefore 
ſuch we muſt leaue tothemſelues, and let them take as they fhall 
finde one day , only we may tell them what the Scripture ſaith 
vitto them in this caſe : Reioxce 0 young man in thy youth, and let 
thme hart cheare thee m the daies of thy Jenth, and walke in the 
Wayes f thine hart, and in the fight of thine eyes ; but know for all 
theſe thinges Goa will bring thee tomagement. | 


Ver. #2. The Lord hath made both theſe , enen the care 
which hearcth , and the eye which ſeth, 


H Is meaning is, that the Lord hath formed the whole man, 
all the parts of his body, though.he nameth only theſe 
two, as the ſcates and inſtruments of thoſe noble ſenſes of hea- 
ring, and fecing , whichare mentioned with them , andtheſe, 
together with all the reſt , he enableth and quickneth to doe: 
their office. 

pk Our members and ſenſes. are the workemanfhip and gift of 

od, | 

Noart can make them, nor all the power of all creatures, if 
they ſhovld vnite their firength together, were ſufficient to fa- 
ſhion ſo much as a Finger, or Toe, orany other limme, and put 
feeling into it, The honour hereof the Lord doth challenge to 
himſelfe in that ſpeech of his to Moſes : Who hath- ginen the 
month to man ? or who hath made the dumbe, or the deafe , or him 
that ſeeth, or the blinde? Hane not F the Lord? "2" 

Firlt, it is not m the power of creatures to doe {maller mat- 
ters then to make eyes, and cares, they cannot make haires , nay 
they cannot giue coulour to their haires which are made to their 
handes , and grow ypon their heades : that which is blacke they 
cannot change into white , andthat which is white they cannot 
turne jnto blacke : now hethat is not able to doe the leffe , will 
tefle be able to doe the greater. 


Secondly , if any part of wan, or ofother liuin g creatures, or 
| of 
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of plants, or of any naturall body, or ſubſtance might be made. 


without Gods owne hand, he fhould ceaſe to be an abſolute 
creatour, and creatures that could doe thelc feates wonld be- 
come demy-creatours. 

Infiruction to depend vpen him for the preſeruation of our 
ſcnfes, and members, who 1s the ſole and only maker of chem, 
and therefo:e alſo let them be continually imployed in his fef= 
uices. We can no otherwiſe deale fo ſafely for our ſelnes,nor fo 
thankefully with hin, as to confecrate his owne workemanfhip 
to his owne glory, It were an vnworthy part of vs, and might 


pong bereaue vs of the vie of our life or deareſt members, ro . 


beflow his gifts of this nature, or valew in contempr, ornegle& 
of him, ypon his greateftenimies, finnefulneſſe, and Sathan, 
But may it not be done ſo cloſely , and with ſuch ſecrehe, -as he 
ſhallneuer know of irto take offence at it ? Is it not poſſible to 
delight our ſelues with our vnlawful ations, andſerue onrowne 
turnes by abufing of our tongues , and yet all be hidden-from 


God ? Vnderſtand yee unwiſe among the people: and yee fioles when Pſal, 94.v.%g, 


will yee be wiſe * he that planted the eare , ſhallhe net heare ? orhe 
that firmed the eye , ſhall be not ſee ? Butthat we may inioythe 
right vic of our ſenſes our ſelves, andnot haue thenr infeQtious. 
and noyſome to. our foules, and may alfo render to him due 
praiſe for them, aCtually by them, it ſhall be needefull to haue 
recourſe to him , .and ſccke his helpe , that as they were created 
by his hand , and are depraued by our corruptions , ſo he would 
againe repaire the ſame , and ſanRifie them to ſpirituail fexurces, 
For otherwiſe a man quicke fighred'in earthly chinges , may be 
Nacke blinde in heauenly , and he that hath a ready care to liften 
vnto mens ſpeeches , may be vtterly deafe at the Countailes of 
God. And that cauſed Moſes to obraide the carnall Iſraelites 
in the wildernefle with ſuch a palpable ſenſelefleneſle, ſaying 


vnto them : Tee haxe ſcene all that the Lord did before your eyes, Dent29.02:3.4 


in the land of e/Egipt, unto Pharao, and wnto all his ſeruams,, and' 

vnte all his land: the great temptations which thine eyes hane ſeene,. 

 thoſepreat miracles, and wonders, yetthe Lord bath not gizen 
yeu an hart to perceine , and eyes to. ſee ,, and earestoheare, onto: 


this. day. 
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Conſolation for them that profitably exerciſe their ſoules and 
ſenſes in obeying of Gods holy will, and doing good to his peo. 
ple, he hath more intereſtin their members by right of creation, 
eſpecially being alfo incorporated into the body of Chr, then 
they can haue by vertue of poſlefſion,and therefore he will looke 
alwaies better ynto them for proteQtion and defence , then they 
at any time can doe, and th: refore not only their bones ate kept 
by him, that not one of them ſhall be broken for their hart , bur 
likewiſe the haires of their head are numbred, that none of them 
ſhall miſcarry. Keeping themſelues therefore in his fauour,the 
may bouldly expe ſafety, or though ſometimes they belicke, 
ſore, lame, wounded , maymed , depriued of fight, decayed in 
their hearing , or ſubieAto other like inipediments , yet tuch is 
the tender care of their heauenly Father rowardes them, that he 
will be more prouidentfor their recuring, then any parent : and 
ſuch is his skilland power , that he is more able to repaire, and 
heale them, then any, or all che Chirurgions, and Phyſitions 
through the whole world, : If the maladies therfore of any good 
man doe proue ſometimes incurable, and cannot be holpen, it 
proceedeth not from the defect of his loue , as though he negle- 
Cted to doe them good: nor from any want of ability in him , as 
thought were beyond his power to recure them : (for it is al- 
waies cafie with him to recure that which himſelfe did make)bur 
from his holy wiſdome knowing the continuance of bodily in- 
firmitics to be healthfull for their ſoules , rill that perfeRt reſtitu- 
tion , and reparation be made of life, limmes , and ſenſes at the 
glorious Refarredion, 

Confutation of thoſe that aſcribe all the members of the bo- 
dy, with the powers and faculties of the ſoule to nature, gene- 
ration , conception, and ſecond cauſes, and looke not to God 
who is the Lord of nature, and the cauſer of all mediate and ſub- 
ordinate cauſes, The Prophet Daxid had an hart that vnder- 
ſfiood more, and an eye that pierced further, when he yeeldeth to 
the Lord the honour aſwell of his conception, as of creation, 

P/al, 139.913. ſaying : Thou haſt couered me in my Mothers wombe, I willpraiſe 
thee : fir I ans fearefully, and wonderfully made. My bones are not 
hidde from thee, though I was made in a ſecret place, and cane 

exeat 


% 


beneath im the earth. Thme eyes did ſee mee , when T was withe/t 
forme : for im thy booke were all thinges written , which in continu- 
ance were faſhioned, when there was none of them before. 


Verſ. 13. Lowe not ſleepe, leaſt thou come vnto ponerty : open 
thine eyes, and thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread. 


L Oe not ſleepe,) Though God graunt thee liberty to take thy 
reſt, and to refreſh thy weary body with ſleepe, yet loue it 
zot, delight not too much in it , giue not thy ſelfe vnto it, nor 
vſe it excefſwwely,, nor otherwiſe giue ouer thy ſelfe to ſlouthful- 


nefle : for vnder immoderate fleepe which is one exerciſe there- 


of, he comprehendeth all che reſt, /eaft thow come to ponerty, this 
he alleagethas a reaſon, why he would not haue men to be too 
ſleepy and ſlourhfull, becauſe ſuch idleneſſe begetterh and brin- 
geth forth beggary. Open thine eyes, be watchtull, and diligent- 
ly apply thy butineſle in thy calling : for many are too wakefull 
for playes , and cardes, and dice, and dauncing , and drinking, 

and other diſorders :and thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread , it ſhall 

goe well with thee, and by thine honelt labours and induftry, 

thou ſhalt poſſefle,if not aboundance of all thinges needefullfor 
thine eſtate , yet enough, and ſo much as thou ſhalt be content 
with, and by Gods bleſfing finde very ſufficient. | 

© The abuſe of lawfullthinges is vnlawfull and hurtfull, Mode- 

rate ſleepe is needfull , the word of Godalloweth it, the Lord 
himſelfe beſtoweth it, the natvre of man requireth it, but rode-- 
light in-it, to.excecde init, to fall into ittoo often , or ro conti- 

nue init too long, this1s finnefull , this is daungerous , this in- 
gendreth cortuptions inthe hart , this doth breede annoyances 

to the” body ; and this doth-worke {' ruine to the eſtate, The 

impediments whereby the pueſis 


owne nature : tobny Oxen, to purchaſe Farmes, to marry Wiues 


is no where forbidden inthe Scriptures, and yet when they affe=" 


Red thoſe carthly commodities, more- then they delighted in 
Gods heauenly banquet, and choſe ratherin a worldly manner - 
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| Fere ſiayed from the great”- 
ſupper in-the Goſpel, were affairesnor finnefull andeuill in theit” 


Dot 5 


to be dealing with them; then in arclivious manner to be refre- Lk. 14; 


ſhed - 
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ſhed with that, they ſhewed themſelues vnthankefull tothe 


Lord, and more injurious to their owne ſoules, though they nei- 
ther ſtole the Oxen, nor tooke the Farmes by violence, nor com - 
mitred Fornication, And who candeny eating, drinking , mar- 
rying wiues, and giuing in marriage , buying , ſelling , planting, 
and building to be thinges in themſchues allowable , yea profita- 
ble, yea neceſlary for euery mans lite, fer publike ſociety , and 
for the general good of mankinde? And yet when the old world 
' would drowae it ſelfe in them, it was by Gods rightcous iudge- 
Lu4.17.v.26.27 ment drowned alſo for them + and for bo ſame cauſes among 0- 
thers was Sodome deftroyed , and by the like ſhall deſtruCtion 
take occafion to come ſodainly on the wicked at the end of the 
world, before the reſurre&ion. 

Reaſ. Firſt,finne hideth it ſelfe more cloſely in the praRiſe of things 
L. not ſimply cuil, then in grofle offences,and therefore with Urea- 
ter cunning beguileth men, and conſequently draweth many 
more into the ſnares thercof, then fall into open wickedneſle, 
There are not ſo many thecues, as couetous worldlings; there. 
are not ſo many adulterers , as doe abuſe and pervert marriage: 
there are not ſo many drunkards, as ſuch which drinke much 
more then neede requireth, or for lawtull delight may be per- 

mitted. ? | 
Secondly, when men are fallen into finnes of this nature, it is 
more difficult to get out of them, and come to repentance, their 
harts are not ſo prefled with the burden of them : the world cry- 
eth not out ſhame vpon them : their brethren be not ſo ready to 
reproue them : their tongues finde matter to make defence of 
them :they haue tae company of the moſt to walke in the ſame: 
way with them. ' 
Inftruction to be wary and watchfull in all our waies, to keep 
a mediocrity , to ſhunne ti extreames. As in our vocationsto 
be neither remiſſe, nor yet too ſeuere taske-maſters ouer our 
ſclues, for the opprefſing of our mindes or bodies, And for our 
eftatcs, to be netther negligent, nor over greedy,and vnſatiable, 
And the {ame rule is to be obſcruedin our apparell, in our re- 
paſts, in all our delights, and in every thing that we deale in. It 
| 1s a goldenprecept which S, Pax! giueth in one of his Epiſtles, 
requiring 
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and they that weepe,as though they wept not : and they that reioyce, 
4s though they reiozced not : and they that buy, as though they poſ< 
feſſed not : andthey that vſe this world, as though they wſed it not. 
Confutation of them that thinke the lawtulnefle of any. mat- 
ter will beare them out, and giue the warrantto act the hw in 
the corruptefſt manner, They hold-it ſufficient to iuſtifie their a« 
Rion, if the thing may ar ali be done : ifproofe may be-broughe 


of the ſame pratiſe, thoughwith different circumlſjances ::(if e- 


uer any other hane welperformed it, how abſurdly ſoenerthem- 


ſelues peruert it. And therefore many will make themſclues - 


drudgestothe world , becauſe it is a duty to be diligent in their 
callings : many will-grow to be. fierce andviolent , Locale it-is 
good to be feruent and-zealous : many will make {ports and pa« 
times their conrinuall occupations ,- becaule it-is 'meete ſome 
times to vie recreations. .  -- 3 | | 


':Vetl. 14. 1tie vanght ,it is naught |; ſaith the buyer : burwhen 
he is gone apart, he boaſteth. = 


| T u naught, it is nanght,| Albeit the ware cheapened be 
' good, and well worth the price demaunded bythe ſeller, yet 
the couetous. buyer , to the- end he may get it better cheape, 
whiles he is bidding mony for it, diſpraiſerh:iitto the vttermoſi: 
but when he is gone apart , he boaſteth, after he hath boughtthe 
thing ,.and behind the ſellers backe , he praiſeth his bargaine, 
both forthe gooduefle of the commodity, and for the good pe- 
ny-worth which he had therein. And hereby in like manner the 
diſpoſition and behauiour ofthe ſeller is tobe vaderſiood; which 
is as forwards to extoll ; and ſet- out that which is badde, as the 
other to finde fault with-that which is good. For ifthey be both 
falſe and wicked, as this teſtimony concernethnone other, they 
will depart with their owne: with -no:more truth , and <quity, 
then they ſecke to come by ariothermans , andthe Lord. doth 
aimuch looke into, and loath the iniuftice of the one ; as of the 

other. | Ar 
C The Lorddoth take-notice of all the-behauiour of _— 
6 S their 


/ 


requiring that they which haue Wimes be as ons. they had none: 1.Cor.7. 29.30, 


2, 
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their trafficking one with an other. 

In this place he marketh and reporteth what ſpeech paſſes be 
tweenethem while they are together, and what they ſay of their - 
bargaine after they are departed afynder. In Hoſea he obſer- 
ueth,, and elateth wharpraQuſes they vic to beguile one the 0. 

Hof. 13, virſ:7+ ther, and with what affeCtions alſo they doe it, ſaying, He a 
Marchant, the ballances of deceit are in his hand: he loueth to 0 
preſſe. In eAmos he fore-ſeeth , and diſcloſeth what purpoles 

they haue of falſe-hood, and iniuſtice, and how grecdy they are 

to Pl to it, being defirous, if they could, to chaſe away , and. . 

ſhorten the Lords owne Sabbaths , and Holy-dayes, that they 
might be about this (innefull buſinefle. And therefore, fay they, 

« When willthe new Moone be gone, that we may ſell corne ? and the 

Sabbath, that we may ſet firth corne and make the meaſure ſmall, 
and the price great and falſifie the waights by decen ? That we may 
buy the poore fir filuer, and the needy for ſhoes : aud ſell the refuſe of 
the WWheate. , 

Firſt, the perſons buying, felling, and bargayning are his,and 
therforc he hath authority to looke narrowly into their courſes, 
that he may puniſh the wrong doer, and right the cauſc'of the 
wronged, Ee 

Secondly , the marchandife and wares which are bought and 
fold are his, and his goods arc abuſed, when they are pafled a- 
way, or _ —_— | 

Thirdly, the ordinance of bargayning and trafficke is his, and 
he hath appointed it : buying, and fling , andexchange of 
commodities is by his inſtitution, and warrant, and therefore he 
noteth whether it be well vſed, orperuerted. 

Fourthly, his law is obeyed, or tranſgrefſed, and either ſer- 
uice is dither med to him, or otherwiſe ſinne is committed a- 
gainſt him,in all the matches and conenants that men doe make. 

Inftru&tionfor vs to takenotice of his preſence at our bargay- 
ning, as he doth of our demeanour therein; conſider that his cie 
doth ſee thy ations , and earnefily beholdeth what thou doeſt 
with thine nd , arid his eare doth heare thy ſpeeches , and ſe- 
rioufly hearken what thou vttereft with thy tongue, beware 
thivefore that hee finde thee not compaſling thy neighbours 


money | 
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money or goods with iugling tricks, and deceitfullbreath.1f thy 
dealing be not allowable to be vſed to the greateſt, attempt nor 
to offer it atanytimeto the meaneſt; and iF it would not-be 
found iuſtifiable being fifted by the wiſeſt, thou hurteſt thy 
ſclfe in praQtiſing of it to the fimpleſt. For who is ſo great, and 
whom doth the matter ſo neerely concerne as the Lord ? And 
who hath ſo much vnderſtanding as he' which vndertaketh to 
redrefſe' the wrongs of thoſe that are ſooneſt beguiled? Ir is 
good diſcretion to fearethe Pillery , and to keepe thy ſelfe our 
of the Magiſtrates danger, by ſhunning thoſe offences whereby 


thou mighteſtincurre fach puniftiment:and is it wiſedome tobe . 


carelefle of hell fire,and to caſt thy ſelfe into the hands of God, 
that he ſhould be prouoked to plague thee for thy fraudulent 
courſes? | 
Reproofe of them that ſeldome or neuer vſc any commerce 
without corruption, their bargaines for buying or ſelling begun 
with kinant coricluded with 'opprefſions. And this not the 
fault of a few : for very few , yea almoſt noneart all arefree from 
it, Men come to the Market, as they were wont to come to the 


_ of running,and wreſtling , and flriue who ſhallbeethe - 


wifteſt or firongeſt, topreuaile againſt others, or onercome 
their Antagoniſts in doing of iniary, and ſo that ſaying of the 
Prophet is daily verified : Ewery man hunteth his brother with 4 
Net. Cuftome hath madefalſhood fo familiar with Chap-men 
and Tradſe-men , and thofe which vſc to cheapen other mens 
wares,or haue ought to ſet toſale, and 'vtter of their owne, that 
they know not how to chaffer without it - they would fland 
mute, vnlefſe it direted chem how to parle together. Who, a- 
mong hundreds dooth not demaund aboue the worth of that 
which he hath to ſell? And who among thouſands doth offer at 
firſt according tothe value of thar he is about to buy? And both 
be connifted of varruth, before they depart afunder,and yet nei- 
ther of then aſhamed thereof, asif it were allowed for a poynt 
of 000d thrift, to lie for aduantage, For after they haue conten- 
ded a while about the matter, the one- inlargeth his offer ; and 
payerh more then(he protefted)hee euer would giue for it , and 
che other abateth of tharhe'demanded,and {efketh for lefſe then 


Ss (ne ' 


Mica.7 2, 


| 132- PROV ERBS. (hap.20; 
(he ſwore)he couldaffoordit, . Ob, They are driuen.ſo to vn- 
der-bid,and over-aske by neceſſity - for ;ptherwiſc.men keepe 
oft,and not aske or;giue.in any proportiqn according.to the ya- 
lue of the commodity. Anſw. . Yeelde that,and be it that thou 
art otherwiſe like to be bid too little, - will that therefore war- 
rant thee todemaund roo-much? And what though itbe prized 
at too greata rate,and hoyſted.yp too high,wil thar inflifie thee, 
if contrary to thy knaowledge,thou extenuate it ouer-wuch,and 
debaſc it too low? No.offer, nor demaund from others ,dooth 
binde thee to ſell cheaper,or buy dearer then .is equall,, without _ 
thine owne conſent, and howdarefithouthen ſecke to ward. 
off the ncedlefle feare.of afmall hinderanceto thine eſtate, with, 
the committing of a manifeli and great offence,againſt the Lord 
and thine owne conſcience ? But be it thou muſt neceſlarily ſu- 
ſaine ſome loſle by tying thy 1ſelfe to plaine dealing , becauſe 
thou wiltnot defile To Fate with vntruth,and craftines,yet will 
the conſeruation of thine innocency and.yprightneſle , be gaine 
ſufficient to counteruaile,, and ouerpoyſe it,.. Notwithſtanding 
all that is ſpoken,and preached, .and written againſt this enor= 
mous mil-demeanour, yet what is to be found any where more 
frequent and. common. then it is euery where ? As though God. 
were to be worſhipped onely in the Church, and at holy afſem= 
blies on the Sabboath daies., and the Diuell to:bee fone in 
ſhoppes,and at cuill meetings on Market daies. No man almoſt 
doth thinke it a ſinne,or isaſhamed to be taken with alic in this. 
caſe,though he ſtand vpon.the reputation of his trueth and ho= 
nefiy,and accounteth.ita diſhonor to bexeproucd in any other. 
matter. | FRED 
Conſolation for them that meane,and ſpeake, and deale faith» 
fully in their Couenants and bargaines- the 1,ord doth incline. 
his care to that which they doe truly afhirme ; and his eyes with 
delight and fauour,bchold rhe righteouſneſſe which is exerci- 
{ed by them,and he will publiſh and reward.it to- their eternall. 
praiſe znd.happinefle, . The matter was well handled betweene 
e Abraham and the Hittites, for geflures, wordes:, and equity, 
on both parts, andthe memorial thereof is, and ſhall be conti-. 
nuedin the Scriptures , .and. Churchof God to the end NG 
' world,. 


Verſ.15. © PROVERBS. 23 | 
world;ſfo commendable,and necepttblea thing ir) is to ſpeaks | 

vpright] 

mo men dire&netubeir rongues ſo muchto ſpeakers DoF. 2. 
as t9 ſeeke their owne- aduantage. | :-,, arr 

That is naught by their teſtimony, which chey weukd, get for. 

naughr,though they thinke it to be good - and then its praiſe- 

worthy, when they, may gaing m_— the hauing of it.; The jp 
of the trth;as it isfaid.in.an.other place, ll be. ſtable for ever's Proyc22.19: 
«1d 4 lying tongue, but for a mament Wheis ſec the Hine 
led. more at large.. ahenrrg 
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T* E habiliry,and coofeionce, and oi of Euirfull ſpeakingis: 
here commended by Compariſon , being preferredbefore 
thoſe things whichare of greateſt eſtimation in the werld, o_ 
i gold, great Rorxeof itn Mynesin Coynegin Plate, ip-Chaines,. 
and Ornaments,and diuerſly rſed;and much defred.amdſecby, 
and a multitude of pretions ſtones great variety of rich gemmes,as 
Diamonds, Carbuncles, Rubies, Jaſpers, Saphires, Emerauds,&c, 
and maaily of chedeweraiforyof theſe, but the bps of kvawiedge, 
the —_—_ ;andhps.of a g milan, ceringthar und aod ; 
holy knowledge: -which a in his -heart., a7e-4 pretione'Te- 
well,ſurmount,and are more worth'then all the rreaſures before- 
mentioned;and therefore more to be CRFIAANER of. See .chap.. 
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| Chap.20, F 
ought not : for ſome vnacquainted with vs , may be vndertaken * 
for in their diftreſſes, when their neede dooth iulily require that 


helpe, which we cannot of our ſelues miniſter vnto them, and 
yer may procure by our word,at another mans hand ; and ſome 


| well knowne vnto vs,and of our neereſt kindred , may be ſtran- 
| gers in this —_—_ the better knowne , the more vnfit that we 


ould promiſe for them, having experience of their vnſufficien- 

its him leane agage that wnderta- 
kerth for a flrange woman. Aftrange woman in-the Scriptures, 
is v nay Lo euery where, for ought we remember to the con- 
trary,taken for an harlot, or whoriſh woman; the ſenſe ſeemeth 
to be;that if any man would offer to giue his word for an-Har- 
lots debts, or take vp ought in' his owne name to beftoiy on a 
Whore, he ſhould not be taken, nor haue any thing lent vnto 
him, without a morgage,or competent pledge , or ſuch ſound 
ſpecialty,as will certainely counteruaile the ſumme which he is 
bound for, Theliberty and limitation of ſuretiſhip hathbeene 
ſomewhat more ſpoken of in the eleauenth Chap.ver.r5, + 
C. They that raſhly caſt themſelues into debt, are not ſo fauou- 
_ be dealt with , as they that fall thercinto through ne- 
ceſlitie, 

Inthe behalfe of the poore and needy , 'who were driuen to 
botrow for reliefe of theinſelges and their families, the Lord gi- 
ueth' that charge to the wealthier ſort : \ If thow ſhalt receine to 

awne the garment of thy neighbonr,xeftore it unto him _ the 
Smnne goeth downe:for that onely is his conering , that 5s his gav- 
ment for his skinne : wherein ſhall he ſleepe ? Therefore when hee 

eth ro me,] will heare him,for I am-mercifull, And heere a- 
gainſtlauiſh and vnaduiſed ſureties,and borrowers , he warran- 
teth men, yea he perfwadeth them;yea he layeth a commaunde- 
ment ypon them,and repeateth the ſame in the ſelfe ſame words 
inthe Chapter following, that they take their garments for 
pledges. And as heere $6 direderh the creditors'what- they 
ſhould doe, fo hereafterhe forerclleth ſuch manner of ſureties 
what theyrnuſt loskefor': bur in the way of admonition,to the 
end they ſhould preuent the perrifiandtrouble; Be: ot thou of 
thens,faich he;chas touch the hand;nor among them that are ſure- 


Er ex. 16. 
ty for debts, If thou ha#t nothing to pay why cauſeſt thou that hee 
ſhould take thy bed from. under bet” 7 
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Firſt as it is a duety to be pitifull,, | and ready to: helpe them 
whoſe necde,and indigency doth require compaſſion andiners 
cie,ſo is it good wiſedome to be warie and: circumſpeR that we 
impoueriſh not our ſelues by rrufling of thoſe that want diſcre- 
tion and fidelity. For how may he that is carelefſe ofhimſelfe, 
and his own eftate,by ruſhing into.ſnares and perrils, be thought 
to be prouidentfor thee and thine, by keeping of touch and per- 
forming his promiſes ? . | Sy 

Secondly,by hard conditions and rough intreaty they may be 
Nayed at firſt, or reclaymed at laſt, from-their ynthrifty courſes , 
when they ſhall raſte of the bitternefle, and feele the ſmart'and 
paine of them. 20 50 \ 

Thirdly, who knoweth the good effets which may inſue vp= 
pon it? whether they may not thereby be tamed, and holpento 
repentance,and alienated from the ſociety of ſuch mates, as are 
wont after that.manner to intangle their Companions?-. 

Inſtruction not onely'to ſhunneand haue in dereftation; that 
odious, though plauſible finne of raſh and cauſcleſle ſuretieſhip, 
but alſo with due deliberation, and iudgement to informe ur 
ſelues of their hability,and honeſty whom we accept of for ſure. 
ties, Itis faferandeafier at the firſtto reiet him that would 
circumuent vs,whiles we reteine our money or goods in our 
hands, then afterwards to hunt him, when wee haue already ſu- 
ſtained the lofle. But as for them that- are conſtrained ſome- 
times to follow ſuites by reaſon of cuil debtors,by whom oother- 
wiſe their ſtate would be impaired, and their families wronged, 
letthem alwaies proceede more ftriatly againſt a wretchleſſe 
ſurety that is without care,though the due be neuer diſcharged, 
then a poore wel-meaning principall,that is without meanes to 
diſchargethe due. But what if he be beggarly alfo,and vnable* 
to make payment ? yet ler him beare the harden of his pride, 


and diſſmulation,that tooke vpon him the perſon of a rich man, 
and made not his necefſity knowne,but boaſted fo ofthis wealth 
and hability,as ifhe had not onely to maintaine bimſc'fe, bur ro 
fatisfic other mens debts. 


Yet this is not to be extended a= 
gainſt 


Reaf. 
I, 


2, 


Jo 


Ve. 
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ainſta'l ſureties : for many dealt ſeriouſly, though imprudent- * 
| $2 they gaue their bonds with purpoſe to make that good 
whichthedebror himſelfe ſhould faile of, but their eſtates are 
decaied fince;afwell as the principals that they cannot performe 
ir- and to thoſe thus already afflited,it were inhumane to adde 
sMiction by extremity. . And many running headily into this 
finne,when they.were ignorant , dee now diſcerne the daunger 
ofirt;and doe ynfainedly bewaile hauing gotten vnderftanding - 
vnto theſe therefore;being humbled for their fault; and ſubmit- 
ting themſclues, the more lenity and mercie is to be ſhewed. 
And many,though themſclues be as fooliſh, falſe,and ynthriftic 
aseuerthey were,yet haue wiues, and children more innocent 
and#harmelefſe,vvho muſt of neceffity , fall into great wants and 
calamitics,if they be purſued with rigour, And theſe are ſome- 
whatto be ſpared, though nor fortheir owne ſakes, yet for their 
families. --. | Ft 


| Verſe. Thebreadof deceite is, ſweet to aman': but after= 
wards bis month ſhall be filled with graxell, 1 i 


þ Ss whole ſentence is allegoricall, wherein vnlawfull gaine 
4 is reſembled to foode ,/ the delight: that it firſt bringerh to 
the pleaſanttaſic ofdelitious'meats,the minde-to a mans mouth, 
arid the miſchiefes that follow to grit,or little ones , which are 
very offenfiue to the teeth, The breadof deceite, all manner of 
maintenance,or commodities, craftily, cruelly , or by any vniuſt 
means:compaſled.andgotren,is ſweet to 4 man,maketh a world- 
ling-andanvnrignteous perforrioyfull and glad : bat afterwards 
ther im his hife:time; or athis death; orin the world to come; 
his monthſhall he filled with granell, ſome great and- grieuous mi- 
ſeries ſhall befallhim. For eyther his conſcience will flinge and 
bite bim, and ſo-he ſhallbe vexed with feares and horrours, or 
elſc the hand of Cod will inflit puniſhment and plagues'vpon: 
him; and fo he ſhall be- ouer-whelmed with anguiſh and tor- 
ments, | Kit 


C Nothing is ſopleaſant tothe wicked , as that which is moſt 
hurtfwl. | 


Verſ.17. 
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* By this volawfull lucre his neighboure is wronged, his owne 
conſcience burdened , his ſoule and bodie both: in daunvger to 
be deſtroyed,and thar for cucr; and yet it is for his tooth, it 
more delighteth him then his dinner, It hath beene alwaies 
and euery where to be found, that the baites of (inne are more 
deleQable ro fleſhly men, then the bleſſings of God, See Chap. 


G.ver.17. 


4 But afterwards,&c.Chough iniquity, and wickedneſſe yeelde 


pleaſures at the b 


the end. 


eginning , yet they will put men topaine in 


Dott. 
2o 


The Diuellfiroweth ſuger on the top of his cup of finne, to in- 
courage them that drinke therof,to take a. good draught, buthe 
mingleth poyſon in the bottom, which working their deftruRi- 
on,willrurne to be as bitter as gaule, 'Our great Grandmother 
Eanah tafted thereof,and felr this to be true by wofull experi- . 
ence,being deceiued by the faire colour, and delicions reliſh of 
the forbidden fruite,and by Satans falſe teflimony , making her 
beleeve that diſobeying che commandement of God, ſhe ſhould 
. purchaſe to her ſcife ſome rare and ſingular happines, And all 

RR to be ſo,yntil ſhe had vndoneal by drawing her husband 
into the ſame tranſgreſſis with her, And [udas no doubt, thoght 
that he had made a good match, when he recouered the fauour 
of the high Ptiefts,and principall men,and gained ſuch a ſumme 
of money by ſelling of his Maſter , butthe onely beginning of 
- the miſery which followed, did ſoone ſwallow vp all the delight 
that went before, We might proue the point moſtclearely by 
inſtancing in ſeuerall kindes of finnes, and ſhewing the cuent of 
particulars, but one or two may ſuffice for mariy. Concerning 
Whoredome,thus teftifieth Salomon - The lippes of ſtrange wo- 
an droppe as an hony combe,and her mouth is more ſoft then oyle - 
But the end of her is bitter as Wormewood, and ſharpe 4s atwo ed- 
ged ſword. And againſt drunkennefle this admonition he ojueth 2 Prou $8.31, 32s 
Looke not thou vpon the Wine when it is redde,and when it ſheweth p22 
his colour in the cuppe,or goeth downe pleaſantly. Inthe end ther- 
erpent,and hurt likg a ( ockgtrice. Sec Chap, 


it will bite like a S 
9.verlc 18. 
« 


T 


Verſe | 


Pron.5.3.4. 
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Verſ. 18. Eſtabliſh thy thoughts by connſade , and by prudert 

dauiſe make warre. | 

'Y E giueth in theſe wordes-2 caueat , that no man ſhould: 
H leane too much on his. owne judgement, nor too ſodaine-- 
ly refolue on enterpriſes , without mature deliberation , and: 
"fans direion, Eftabliſh thy thoughts by comnſaile,that thy pur= 

oles be not variable, 2nd vnconſiant, and that thy proceedings 
be not withoutprofperous ſucceſle, and ſo yncomfortable:make- 
as ſure worke as thou canſt, both ro confirme thy minde, and'to- 
manage thine affaires in the beſt manner , and'therefore com-. 
municate thy matters-with fach thy friendes as are both wiſe, 
and faithful. Andlooke well to this that Gods holy word be 
one; and the chiefe, cuen beftregarded, and moſt obeyed of all 
thy countailours, fo that nothing be praRtiſed , orhearkned to, 
apainft it.” Ad by prudent adniſe make warre, eſpecially in all 
matters of weight”, of which fort warre is , (wherein the eftates . 
of Countries , and the lines of many perſons are hazarded) ler. 
nothing be rathly attempted , butall thinges well conſidered of, .. - 
andconfultation had-with men of piety , vnderſtanding, kill, . 
and experience. © - 
q A mans wiſdome ſerueth him for beſt vſe, when he will nor: 
reſt ypon it alone, but be holpen by the counſaile of others, See 
Chap. 15. verl: 22. 
C Byprudent adviſe make warre, &&c, Wildome and good coun. 
faile are as needefull and auaileable for warre, as firength and” 
power. . Tr SD TY : 

 Ifthere be much armour , andlittle policy : if many refolute 
Souldiers ro. fight, and few difcreet Capraines to leade : if they 
haueftrong bodies, andweake judgements , a great army may 
beeafily vanquiſhed of a ſmall company. Though a ficld were 


full of armed Gyants, and every one of them a Golzah, yet ifthey--. | 


were blinde, and deprived of their eye-fight, who had cauſeto: 
Aand infeare ofthem ? and of whom among all their enimies, 
had theynot reaſon to ſtand in feare ? And who beblinder in 
their bodies , then they, that be raſh and led with proude con-+ 
cites, and ſelfe-liking,are in their mindes ? Now let vs ſee what 
other 
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other Texts of Scripture doe accotd with this, for the confinina- . 

tion of this point. In the foure and ewentich Chapter of: this 
booke, it is ſaid : «A wifewan is ſtrong. : for a man of underſtan. Proverb.24.5.6, 
ding increaſeth his ftrength, For with connſaile thou ſhalt exerciſe | 
thy warre , and in the multitnde of them thut can gine comſaile, 

there is health, And in Eccleſiaſticus there is a ſaying notmuch 

differerit from this in ſenſe and meaning : Beeter « wiſdome they Ecel.gv.t6.18, 
frrergth, though the wiſdome.of the poore be deſpiſed,and his wordes 

not heard. Better is wiſdome then weapons of warre , and one that 

fwarneth from i deſireyerh muchgaod,  _ | 

Firlt, ſucceſſe and victory are not according: tothe forces of Rea. 

men, but according to the pteaſureof God: eA Korg ; ſaithhe; bo 

is not ſaned by the multitude of an hoaſt,neither 18 the Mighty wan Ti433- 16.17. 
delivered by great ſtrength. An horſe i 4 vainthelpe, and ſhall 

not delmer any by his ftrength. Now: whomwill hebettprofper; 

but thoſe which are moft ſeruiceable-vito hiny 7 And who per- 

forme ſuch acceptable ſervice , as they. which haue vnderſian- 

ding, and ſceke vnderftanding, which are able to give counfaile; 

and yetin the humbleneſfe of their ſpirits, and-fight of theif 

©Wne wants, are diligent and ſtadious to learne-connfaile, - - 

Secondly, the vſe of wiſdome and faithfulladuiſe, formatters 2, 

of warre , in many reſpe&s is moſt expedient and neceſſary, It 

examineth whether the cauſe be righreous, or vaiuſt, or whether 

it be ſeaſonable , or vnſeaſonable to take it in hand}, What ha» 

iened Achabs deſtruction, andcauſed himtobeſhirie and pe- I. Kirg. 22. 
riſh at Ramroth ini Gilead ? His contempt of-the Prophet Ars 

eaiahs counſaile, who fore-told him ofthe dlatiger inſuing. And 

for that voyage alſo was good King Tehoſhaphat bame-worthy, 

and worthul blamed by the Prophet Zobn, 2.Chron. 19. verſ. 2, 

We read af nothing wherewitt that worthy Toh might bee 

taxed inany ſort, but only this tharhe was rooaduentittous to! 

incounter.in batcaile withthe King ofe £ypr,without watrant,: 

and contary.to:that counfailewhich Necho gave bim fromthe 2:chrv. 25:22. 
mouth of the Lord, ts the lofle of his life: andthe ſorrow arid. 

woe of all his ſubicQs, Tc findeth ourthe firteſtrimes for truces,. 
peace, leagues, and what conditionsate to be offered , or yeet- 
_ dedvmto, withother thinges of like nature. Tt direReth to _ 
| 7 = 


Vſe. 


Hab. 2. verſ.8, 


2, 
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beſt meanes of aduantages, of places , and other opportunities 
yet tuſt and honeff, for the fortifying of themſelues , and weake- 
ning of the enimy, yea forthe winning of the vitory+, and van- 
quiſhing of the enimy. And further alſo it proceedeth to teach 
how after this , the viRory is to be vſed , to whome mercy is to 
be ſhewne, and to whom ſeucrity, who is to be ſpared, and who 
is to be ſmitren, &c. | 

Reproofe of them that are not called to warre or private con- 
tentions by the perſwaſion of wiſdome, for the defence of equi- 


ty, and truth , and thruſt into the ſame by the inſtigation of ma- . 


lice, pride; and couectouſneſle , for miſchicfe, vaine-glory , and 
commodity, which, whatſocuer their ſucceſle fall out to be, may 
aſſure themſclues that they cannot ſpeede well : though they are 
never ſo mighty , yet they are in danger to be foyled by m: aner 
then themiſelues ; and though they ſeeme to preuaile neuer ſo 
much, yet then they are moſt grieuouſly hurt , when they hane 
effeKed their purpoles , and done moſt hurt, When they van- 
quiſh men, they are ouerthrowne by finne , when'they trumph 
ouer their weaker neighbours, my are ledde captiues by their 
ſtrong luſts : when they get great fame and booties, and in ap=- 
pearance exalttheir names , and families, they incurre much jd - 
ſhonour, and lofſe , and viterly vndoe their poſterities, Nebu- 
chadnezzar of Babel in all mens opinions for that time , was 
moſt happy and fortunate , which by his proweflc , and valiant 
exploites, made himſelfe famous in all thoſe partes of the world, 
he inlarged his Dominions , andpoſleſſions , that no man in his 
age was ſo mighty , puiſlant, and renowmed as þe, and yet all 
this tended to his owne deſtruction, and inthe end, to the igno- 
miny , ruine , and ſubuerſion of his family , as the Prophet teſti 
fieth. Becauſe thou haſt ſpoyled miny Nations , all the remnant of 
the people ſhall ſpoyle thee, becauſe of mens bloud, and for the wrong 
dene in the Land, in the Citty , and unto all that dwell therein. 
Ho, he that coneteth an euill conetouſneſſe to his houſe , that he ma 


ſet hisneſt onhigh to eſcape from the power of ewill, Thou haſt con- 
ſalted ſhame to thineowne houſe, by deſtroying many people,and haſt 


fenned againſt thine owne ſoule. 
Ioſtcuftion for cuery one.to confirme himſelfe in the ſpiritual 
| battaile 


UM 
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bartaile againſt Sathan, and his owne finnefull nature , by holy 
wiſdome, with the adviſe and affiftance of hjs Godly, iudicious, 
and faithful teachers,and brethren; For the enimies of our ſoules 
are of all others the moſtcrafty,and mighty,our miſery the grea- 
teſt, if we be conquered; and our victory the happieſt, if we 0- 
uercome; which we may vadoubtedly expe to do,if we chooſe 
this heauenly wiſdome for our leader,and yeeld our ſeluesaccor- 
dingly to be direRted , and gouerned by it. It is no malice tobe 
implacable, and to beare a deadly grudge againſt thoſe aduerſa- 
ries : neither is-it cruelty to kill and ſlay them, and to doe aſmuch . 
hurt vnto them, as with all our might we ſhall be able. And 
therefore it is good prouidence to {irengthen our ſelues to this 
conflict, by the beſt meanes we can, and wecan have no better 
then'the counſaile of God out of his holy word, nor any good 
at all, betides thoſe which his word doeth preſcribe , and they 


are all ſpirituall, 


Verſ. 19. With himthat goth about as a ſlanderer , diſclſmg 
a ſecret,and with him that flattereth with h1s lips ioyne not thy ſelfe, 


A Lbeit it is a good thing to take counſaile , yet it isnot ſafe 
for a man to comunicate his affaires to all ſorts of perſons : 
for if a ſecret be not kept, counſaile is made fruſtrate, Where- 
fore he giueth a caueat to beware, among others, of two kindes 
of people eſpecially, whereof the firſt are {landerers,and tale-tel- 
lers, whom (as he did in the eleaventh Chapter verſ.,x 3.) he re- 
ſembleth to Pedlers, who mingle ſundry forts of wares together, 
and goe from place to place to vtter thoſe thimges which they 
have recciued from others , for that they tell that to this man, 
which they heard of that , and wander hither and thirher to ga-+ 
ther vp tales to tell whereſocuer they come, and commonly re- 
port them otherwiſe, and farre worſe then they heard them,nei- 
their is there any thing that they can conceale, what dangers or 
miſchiefes ſaeuer the diſcloſing of it will procure, _ 

- Ofthe ſecond kind are flatterers, ſuch as will ſpeake faire,and 
gloze with their trongves, pretending loue, and profeffing good 
liking , when they doe only ſound thee to be made acquamred 
with thy purpoſes. - 7, wes 
| TA It 
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Def, © It is good wiſdome not to truſt a ſlanderer , or tel-tale with 
'H thy ſecrets, 

They that complaine of others to thee, will not be ſparing to 
complaine of thee to others : #nd he that will deale treacherouſ- 
ly. with one man., may be doubted that he will ſcarce deale truly 
with any man, And therefore the Lord by the Prophet, doth 
aCmoniſh his people to take heede of fuch, as like Thornes and 
Briars have vfed toſcratch with hand,or tongue,or other means 
how neare ſo euer they are vnited vnto vs. 7 7, beſt of them,ſaith 
.he, & a. Briar, and the moſt righteous of them ts ſharper then a 

-Mab.7.v.4.5. Thorny bedge. Truſt yee not 4 friend, nether put yee confidence in 
| a Connſailour : keepe the dores of thy mouth from her that lyeth in 
thy bofome. Daxid was fo farre from admitting ſuch manner of 
perſons to his Counſaile, as that he would not permit them to 
dwell in his Court , nor , (if they were conuicted of that crime, 
though cloſely committed) ſuffer them at all to liue in his King 
dome , but vowed to deſtroy him that prinily ſhowld ſlander his 

neighbour. See Chap. 11. verl. 13. 
Dot, © Both conlukation, and comnerſation with flatterers is to be 

2 Auoided, W- - 

That whichis offered to their eares, is not only loſt, butper- 
verted, to the hurt of him that ſpeaketh: and that which procees 
deth from their lips, notwithſtanding it ſeeme-moſi plaulible, is 
very pe:nitious to him that heareth. The Prophet Damd knew 
and. felt much euill and miſchiefe by them to. his griefe and 
paine, andthe Spirit of God knewe , and ſawe more guile and 
treachery in them to their owne woe and deſtruction , when 
Daxzd by the inſpiration of the Spirit doth lay ſuch villany to 
their charge, and paſlcth ſuch an heauy ſentence againſt thera 
by my of prediction, or. imprecation , both tending 'to one 

Pſal.12,v. 2.3. purpoſe. They ſpeake deceitfully enery one with hjs nexghbour, 
| flattering with their lippes , and ſpeakeng with a double hart, The 
- ord cnt off all flattering lippes, and .the tongue that ſpeaketh great 

 . Fhimges. 
_Reaf. Fuft,their faire ſpecches when they ſhew themſclues moſt 
Yo ſmooth,and kinde,are-venemous and hurrfull, like ſurgred poy- 
c 


|  fonsthat are made ſweete for the mouth , and deadly for the _ 


[ 


UVerſ.r1h. . P ROVE RBS. 
ftomacke,andbowels. They inchant mens cares ard hearts and 


make them too.much conceited of themleltues, and ſo to looſe 
che comfort and reward of their weldoing, when they doe well, 


and hinder them from repentance for their faults , and ſo.com-- 


pell them to be plaguedfor their euill doings ,-when-they dos 
euill. | | 

Secondly,euery flatterer for the moſt part is double tongued,; 
and can readily ſpeake more languages then one : one diale& of 
praiſe, or wherewith to pleaſe and content men before rheir 


faces ;another of accuſation, or wherewith to traduce men. be- . 
hinde their backes: one in ſhew ,- to make them belecue thar- 


they be their friends,and wiſh them well; and another in deed, 
to make them finde that theyare theit foes , and as muchas the 

are able, worke them woe, So dealt eAchitophel: with Daxid, 
and Iudas with Chr##, according as the one is complained of, 
and the other foretelde of, in the Pſalmes : The wordes of his 


143. 


month were ſofter then butter,yet warre was in his heart : bis wordes P/#l-$5.21. - 


were more gentle then Oyle,yet they were ſwords, And adde here- 
unto , that many times by fociety. and conference with them 
whom they will afterwards betray,they know their minds, they 
haue fiſhed out their purpoſes, they are acquainted with their 
faults,they haue mayer from theirwordes,or ations, to worke 
vpon. | 


InftruRion not to giue incouragement to ſuch manner of - 
aty;they will ſoone” 
be diſcried and found out of anythat.is wiſe , and not willing ev- 


men,to frequent eyther-ourhouſes,or co 


be ilkuded 2 and if he vie to conuerfe with thoſe that deale phain- 
/ rn Romy wb him.. We ſhut ourdoores , and fence our: 
clues againf{t 
our gold,filuer,or other goods which haue beene bequeathed 
to vs by men,or our.owne handes have gotten ,-andſhall we 0- 
pen them, and expoſe our ſcluesto more perilous robbers which 
will ranfacke our hearts, and to their vttermoſt power , bereaue 
vs ot our humility,and modeſty,.and other -goed graces-which 
the Lord hath beſtowed vpon.vs,- Ob. But theſe thatcommit 


fach burglarics draw yg ypon ys,and wil not ſpareto ſhed 


.our blood. Anſy, Thoſe thatprattiſe ſuch flatteries,come vp- 


cues which will rifle our houſes, and-take away- 


pon” « 


Ve. 


Eſa.3ce3e10. 
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| pon vs with more dangerous weapons, and will not ſpare with 


their keene tongues to. bring: our names into infamy , and to 
wound our conſciences , which ought to be much more deare 
vnto vs,then eyther money , or our heart blood. Bur hee that 
would not be torne withthe tallants,and preyed vpon with the 
beakes of flatterers;muſi be carefull that he make not himſclfe a 
carion by ambition z for euery -proude. man is willing to heare 
himſelfe praiſed, and then flatterers muſt needes be the welcom- 
eſt gueſts to his table, and he ſhall be the ſweeteſt morfell for 
their teeth. | 2 he | 
Reproofe of their folly, which contrary to this wiſe leſſon of 
the holy Ghoſt,delight in none but ſuch as will fawne vppon 
them,and claw them,they are ſo troubled with the itch of vaine- 
glory, Yet their folly were the lefſe(though it be too too great) 
it they would be ſatisfied with priuate claw-backes, bur they 
muſt haue approbation in their ſfinfull courſes, by the Miniſters 
of the word; they would haue the Preachers in their Sermons, 
ſpeaking in the name of the Lord , to iuſtifie their voluptuouſ- 
neſſe,pride,cruelty,worldlines, and other grofle vices, or at leaſt 
to winke at them,and ſaynothing againſt them. He is not a good 
Cooke to dreſle meate for their Pakes which will not powder it 
with poyſon : neyther is he a Phyſttion for their turnes , which 
will not like eAchabs falſe Prophets, preſcribe to them that 
which they preſcribe to him, and tell chem that it is aduety 
meete to be done, whatſocuer of themſelues they are defirous 
to doe, Oftheſe there were many in E/ayes time , and againſt 
them he maketh this complaint : [t zs 4 rebellious people , Hing 


 children,and children that would net heare the law of the Lora 


which ſay unto the Seers,ſee not: Prophecy not unto vs right things, © 
but ſpeake flattering things unto vs : Prophecy erroars. | 


Verſe 20. He that carſeth his father or his mother , ſhall haue 
his light put in extreame darkeneſſe. 


E J- that curſeth his father or mother,] which vitereth impre- 
cations,rayling and reuiling ſpeeches, ſcoffes and ieſts,or 2- 
ny manner of diſpitetull wordes againſt both his parents, or ey- 


a 
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ther of them, to their face, or behinde their backes,or after what 


ſort ſocuer he declareth by his words the bitternes of his hearr, 
to bring them to contempt, and to profeſſe how lightly and 
baſcly be eſteemeth of them , ſhall hane. his light put out in ex- 


treame darkeneſſe.all his proſperity, whichin the Scripture is of- 


ten comparedto light, ſhall be turned into woeand miſerie, 
which is vſually tearmed by the name of darkeneſle. And this he 
ſheweth ſhall notbe.ordinary,and ſuch an affliftion as common 
faulrs are correRted withall, but exceeding gricuous andfeare- 


full,as appeareth by the Fpithete extreame ,or as it is in the He- 


brew text,the blacknes of darknes. 
C Rebellious children,and ſuch as vilifie their parents are ſub- 
ict to ſome notable miſchicfe and puniſhment, 

Feate, ſhame,torment,death,and deſtruction continually pur- 
ſue them, and will at length ouertake. and ayprehend them, and 
neuer leaue till rhey hauc-haled them into hell, and accompany 
them there for euer, vnleſle they xepent rhe.xſooner, Theſe are 


aumbred among the damned crew,in the law; againſt whom the. 


iudgementof God,is denoungced-with the conſentand acclama- 
tion of the people. .Curſed be he that curſeth his father , and his 
mother : and all the people ſhall ſay, Amen. 
. . Firſt, fuchplagues are due, yngo chem,and. ally deſerued,con- 
| fidering the perſons whomthey. diſpite, and. thew thernſelues 
COntempiuous again{},thcirfagher thatbegate them , their mo- 
ther that conceyued them, the parties which haue beene cauſes 
of their generatian,ſubſtance,life,and welfare ,if they haue any. 
2nd who then wquld not deeme that 200006 moſt} worthy of 
cuere puniſhment,and tovecut out of the head? and head, and 
* it, wth the whole bodyand ſoule to periſhtogether,that ſpareth 
not to rate, or reproach them from whom by Gods appoint- 
ment it had it being , ard conſequently the habilitic of ſpea-, 
king, - 


' Secondly, belide the indignity offered to parents , the great-. 


neſſe of the finne againſt God, doth call for ſuch ſiroakes. + For, - 


his law is violated , and his commaundement broken, andan 
heinous offence is committed again{t him,as our Sauiour teſtii= 
cth in the Goſpell,by oppoſing this praiſe tg, his precept., and 

en "EE 


Dot. 


Dent.27.16. 


Rea. 
I, 


Mats. 3,44 


Lexit,20.9. 


Ye. 


146 PROVERBS. (-hap.20, 
juſtifying the penaltie that is due for the ſame, hy(faith he)doe 
ye tranſgreſſe the commanndement of God by your tradition ? For 
God hath commanndrd, ſaying, Hononr thy father and mother:and 
he that curſeth father or mother,let him die the death, If ic be 2 
fulr for ſeruants(whoſe tongues God hath nor ſo firiftly bound 
to the good behavionr)to anſwer againe to their Gonernors : if 
wiues which may be bolder wirh their husbands , are not yet al- 
lowed to be malapert,as Afichol was with Danid, but muſtre- 
uerently ſpeake to them,and of thern, as was Saraes demeanour 
towards Abraham , then it will prouec an odious crime,and bru- 
tiſh doggedneſle,for childrento ſnarle and barke ar, or inueigh 
againſt their parents, ; 

Thirdly, the righteouſneſſe of God will not ſufter them to 


_ eſcape wich impunity, but calleth ypon the Magiftrate, and re- 


uireth him to proceede againſtthem, and doe iuftice vppon 
hem Goring, F [F there be any that curſeth his father, or his oy, 
he ſhall die the death : ſeeing he hath curſed his father and his ma- 
ther his blood ſhall be vpon him, And though men would ſeeme 
more mercifull then he; and iugpe.it cruelty to execute this ſen. 
tence ſo ſharpely,yet he often compelleth them to it,by putting 
ſuchvnnaturall malefafors into their handes for other fits, as 
Rapes,Robberies, Murthers,Treaſons,and ſuch like offences, and 
ſo they are cut off, aſwell the one as the other, by the ſword of 
iuſtice. And albeit they ſhould nor this way be brovghtto their 
end bya violent death, as it cannor be denied bur that many e- 
ſcape eyther thoſe crimes or puniſhments, yet certainly his own 
hand will bring them to a miſerable death, that they ſhall die a 
a curſed death,and be fwallowed vp of cternall Seach, 
Infiruction for all children to beware of contumelious ſpee- 
ches,tending to the diſgrace of their parents, as of contumaci- 
ous behauiour pe oe , or of violent ations for the hurt of 
their perſons, That which ſhould affright them from ſpeakin 
treaſon againſt the Prince,namely,the feare of God, and perrill 
of diſcouery,and puniſfiment if it be diſcouered ; ought alſo to 
with-hold men from vttering opprobrious wordes againſt heir 
fathers and mothers,fithence it proecedeth allo from. impietie, 
and iudgements are likewiſe threatned againſt it. It is not ſafe 


to 


Ver, 20. " PROVER8'S. 147 
to harbour adiſloyall thought againſt thy Soueraigne , vnder 
whomthon liueſt, norſomuch as to whiſper any thing to his 


diſhonour : and itis dangerous to coticeiue a baſe opinion of 


thoſe, out of whoſe loynes and bowels thou baſt diſcended , or 
to ſuffer thy tongue, thine eye,or thy minde to contemne them, 
He that giueth this admniotion , Curſenot the King no not inthy 
thought neyther curſe the rich in thy bed chamber : forthe Fowles 
of the beanen ſhall carry the voyce,and that which hath wings ſhall 
declare the matter: the fame is the Authour of this threatning - 
The eye that mocketh his father,and deSþiſeth the authority of bs 
 mother,the Ranens of the V alley ſhall picks it out , and the young 
Eagles ſhalleate it. Wou'deſtthou then haue a bright eflate,, a 
comfortable eſtate,feare parents in thy heart, honour themin 
thy wordes,obey them in thy deedes,and reuerence them in th 
geſtures. If thou haſt failed in former times, amend, and reforme 
itnow,and-henceforwards : and ifthey be gone , that thou cant 
not performe theſe duetics vnto them, be humbled before God, 
and repent whiles yet thy light burneth , that thou mayeſt pre- 
ucnt,and tay that hideous darkenefle of terrour and plagues, 
which otherwiſe will ouerwhelme thee. And Parents are like- 
wiſe to be exhonted; foto looke to their owne waies, and ſo to 
educate and traine vp their children, that they may miniſter help 
andnotbe an hinderance vnto them for the dudes of their 
hearts, lippes, and ations. And therefore by conuerſation it 
concerneth them to be their patternes and precedents, and by 
their gouernment to be their guides and direQions , neyther v- 
{ing rigour,as if they were Tyrants ouer them, nor: too*mtich 
remiſneſſe,as though they were but equals and fellowes with 
them. $.Pau/giuethaprecept to Fathers , that they pronoke not 
their children to anger leſt they ſhould be diſcouraged, dooth not 
meane that they ſhould ſuffer them tolive without all control- 
ment,and be altogether regardlefle of them. Neither is,it e- 
nough for fathers and mothers to take authority ouer -their 
ſonnes anddaughters,valefle there be alſo conco 
good agreement betweene themſelues, For there will bepar- 
taking,if they growe to diuifion , and they that arcon themo- 
thers fide, muſt maintaine her canſe by impugning gs" 
V' 3 


Eccl.1to.20, 


Proxerb.30.17. 


Col.3.31, 
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Prouer.283.9122: 


Prouer-21.V.5. 


Matth,s, 44; 


and they that take the Fatherspart , muſt iuftific his dealing by 
difpraifing the Mother ; and it will be very difficult to cleaue to 
then both; or ſpeake well of them both, when there is nothing 
bar civil warre in the family. | 


Verſ 21. eAn heritage is haſtily gotten at the beginning , but 
the end hereof ſhallnot be bleſſed. 


AY heritage,] Lands, goodes, money, offices, or promo» 
. tions , ardthe like, # haſtily gotten at thebeg muing , is of * 
many wicked men'quitkly atchieued by eviil meanes, but the ed 
thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, the ifne of it ſhall be 9rhappy-andcvr- 
ſed, partly in this reſpect thar it 1s a ſnare to their ſoules, and ſtop- 
peth their wayfrom eternal] life, and partly in this, chatit is like 
to be as badly ſpent as it was ill gotten, and hethat role vp to 
wealth ſo ſodainly, may as ſodainiy; or byleafure fallinto want, 
asit is faid, that a manwithawicked eye haſterh to riches, and 
knowtth not that poxerty ſhall comewvpon bim. And the thoughrs of 
the diligent doe ſurely bring aboundance : but whoſoener is haſty, 
commeth ſarely to poxerty, & partly in this that it bringeth them 
many perturbations and troubles whiles they-remaine' it, -See 
Chap. 10. v, 22.and 13. 27. Lav 9011845 bo: 6 93229 


; Verſ. 22, Say not, 1 w:ll recompence enill, waite on the Lord, 
and he will ſane thee. | 


) Ay not, I wit! recomper.ce extll,] Befo farre from reuengins 

I thy lelte in deede , for iniuries done vnto thee, as not in ' 
wordes tothreaten, or in minde to purpoſe any vengeance. But 
waite on the Lord, commend thycauſe vnto him, and Ray his lea- 
{ure tilthe deliver thee, a7d bewill ſaue thee, he ſaith nor, hew#ll 
revenge thee; and plaguethem-, thoughhe wilkdoelo , vileffe 
our-aduerſarics repent, yet he would not have vs fo much to 
thinke of, or defire that, as to put our truſt in/him, referring ovr 
ſe'ues wholly ro that which ſeemeth him good ro doe; without 
defiring hurt:ro-them which doe vs hurt+ defence-andfahration 


"td our felucsis that which wemuli ſeekefor, and pray-(as our 


Sauiour 


Perſe22. PROVERBS. 
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Sauiour both did, and taught) that our enimies may rather be 


pardoned then puniſhed. Now: theſe wordesfare:added tothe + 


torm*r, both as a reaſon thereof,and an ariſwereto.ah obieftion 
that might be vrged, or at.lcaft conceiuedagathſi thePreceptin. 
the firſt clauſe : Tf I revenge not 'wronges,, I ſhall be vndone 
with wrongs,cuery man will boldly:treade ypen me. Nay, faith 
he, there is no uch perill, the Lord:wilttake the cauſe into hjs 
hand, and hejpethee,, and-though it be abt ſoappararit arfirtt; 
yet thou ſhalt perceiue itar laſithat he is thyproteRour, cit be« 
ing his ofhce to defend the innocent, and oppreſſed. And whers 


as1t is {aid that he will faueſuchas waite vponhimzitisnotſoro * 


be vnderfiood;; thathhe well waiesdeliuerthem thatare wron- 
ged.fromtheirpreſentmolefiations:and-troubles,thatthe'ad- 
utrſary ſhall be ccmplled to ſurceafe bis prafitifes :for manyare 
vexed andpurſued'as lovg as: they hue, andryert dependivpon 
God with faith and patizrice : butthoughthey continue inaffl}- 
Qions till rheir-death ,ryet hereinthey Fade kimtryc'ofhisþro- 
miſe that he-maketh them oucr-come theirienimies;,cand aduer- 
fities, andare victorious by faith and-patience, and thereby ob- 
raine eternall ſaluation , to the which thecchildren of God ought 
principally to/aſpire. ue bas 17 oiht TE 
C_- All kinde-of revenge is ynlawfull for -Chriftiads;::4 5-7 
The law, and the Goſpell , ©Maſes, Chriſt, and the Apofiles 
conſcnttogether in the forbidding of it,and in many places pro- 
hibice it. As in Leuiticus, T how ſhalt nat auenge', nor be windfall 


Dot. 
I. 


Leuit.19,v.a18, * 


of wrong agamſt the children of thy people , but jhalt lone:thy neigh- 


bour 45-:thy ſelfe. Son Matthew, Yee haneheard:that :it bath 
beene ſaied, aneye ſir an eye, and a tooth fir atooth', but £ſay pato 


Matth.5.38 39.” 


04, reſiſt nat eill,but whoſoener ſhall ſite thee o#the right cheeky, 


 turne to him the other alſe, &cthat is; rather vndergoe a ſecond 

iniurythen-with a reuvenginghandrequite the firſt, And thigis 
. the ſenſcofyhat place,whichatthe fe fight ſcemech otherwife: 
. for the Lord would nor hau&vs'whetn'we haucſuſtayned any 
. wrong, topullan other vpon our ſelyes, ſithence itisafinne not 
_to6take heede of an iniury forc:ſeene;when it may be preuented, 
x Chriſt.himſelfe,and atterhipyPaws when they wereftrgoken 
"Fon onecheeke, did-not;turne the other; but did greatly finge 
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Rom.13-17.19, 
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fault with, and-complaine of the violence that was offered ynto 
them. 'Soiwthe:Epifile to zhe Romans , Recompence to xo man 
enill for enill. Drarely belowel,autnge not yorr ſelnes,but gine place: 


for it 1s written , Vengeance is. mine, I'wiltrepay, ſaith the Lord, 


\ Firſt, it is an vſurparion of Gods office ,, as the Textlaſtallea- 
ged doth teſtifie, and anintruſion into hisplace : the treſpaſles 
againſt menare finnes againſt him, and heis moſt offended ther. 
by : he alone knowethrthe greatnefle of the injury, as beholding 
all the circumſtances, and piercing into the moſt hidden and fe- 
cret thoughts of the hart , that he may render them a proportio- 
nable recompence : and he only-hath an abſolute power to re- 
venge inſuch mannerand meafure, as he ſhall know to be right 
and expedient , andthereforehe hathreſerued that as a preroga- 
tine peculiar to himſelfe. So that he which will vndertake to be 
a reuenger, doth take ypon him tobe a God, and attempteth to 
thruſt the Lord out of his Imperiall Throne. 

Secondly, itis a wrong tothe party on whome it isexecuted ; 
foralbcira wrong Fer, 4s juſtly udgments at Gods hand, 
yet there is no commiſſion given to them thatbe wronged to 
take reuenge vpon him with their owne handes. The Mayiftrate 
indeede is the Miniſter and Subſtitute of the Lord, appointed to 
infli puniſhmentin his name , vpon vnrighteousperſons : and 
for this purpote is armed with ſtrength and authority , that with 
a flayed minde he ſhould conſider the qualitie of their offences, 
and without anytroublous paſſon repreſle the boldnes of thoſe 
whichare hurtfull one to an other, - 

Its pernicious to the reuenger himſelfe,who receiueth much 
morc harme thereby , then he can poſſibly doe to his aduerfaty : 


for he is ſure to hurt his owne ſoule, and to wound himſelfe in- - 


wardly, whereas all that he can doe againſt the other, is but vp- 
on his bedy , or eſtate, or that which tendeth to fome inconue- 


 nience outwardly -and often it commeth to paſſe;thar even that 


-way-alfo, himſelfe hath the worſt, andincreaſeth the hurt which 


he formerly recciued. Sometimes not bearing wordes,he is dri- 


ven to fuſtaine both blowes and woundes : ſometimes not _y 


ting downe by a ſmallerloſſe, he is compelledto depart voth | 


greater ſumines:: ſometimes not putting 'vp a little diſgrace. he'is 


made 


UM 


Verſe | 
made to take a ſhamefull foyle. 6 ole thy rb Pm 
Inſtruction to beare iniuries pn ,:and according as our 


Fextin hand rages" K' andere Es Dung: 
our caufesto humthat iudgetlvrighteouſhy >and willnot perm: 
any of his to be endamaged-by ——— repoſe in him :: 
he will ſurely heare them, and hedpe them, and recompenceall 


their ſufferings with-comfort and bleflirigs. Thus doing; a man: 
{hall make his cauſe , and not marre it; the ſhall get the advan». 
tage of his.:enimy , and not lofeitz: Davidknewthis tolbethe fa-- 
fe Q way for his preſeruation'”, and-therefore accordingly fol-- 


lowed it, 


They that ſeeks after my life, faihihe, lay frares) and they thas Plala8.12.23. 


goe about to doe me enill , talke wicked thinges , and imagine decent 
continually. But I a6 a deafe manheard not: and am as a dumtbe 
man which openeth not his mouth. Thus am. F as aman'that hea- 
reth not , andin whoſe month there are noreproofes. For on thee , 6 
Lord, doe I waite ; thouwilt heare me , my Lord; my God. And 
our Saujour efws Chriſt did not only praQtiſethe ſame-, asthe 
beſt remedy againſt his owne perſecutions, and troubles, but as 


$.Peter witnefſeth , Left us an example alſo that we ſhould follow. 3.Ptt2. 21.23, 


his fleppes. Who when he was reniled., reniled not againe > when he 
ſuffered, he threatned. not , but committed-it to him that indgeth 
righteouſly. . 

Reproofe of fierce men, which haue impotent afftRions, 
though they thinke them manly : that arenorabletoputvp the 
leaſt offence thar is, or ſeemeth to be offered vnto them , no.not: 
an vnakinde word, no-not a word that ſoundeth notto: their li-- 
king ; how friendly ſocuerit be meant, For: whence doth this: 
proceede but from weakeneſſe, as all paſſion and di i5the 
imbecillity and feebleneſſe of the hart ? Bur with theſe Duells, 
challengers, and quarrellers iris valour, fortitude, and magna- 
nimity : it 15 their boldnefſe to be ynnatural toſhedde the bloud 
of their brother, and diuers times of their deareſt friend and 


and contemptuouſlyto tranſgrefle his law: : it is cheir boldnefle 
to hazard their owne ſtate's, and-families , ſo-manyof them as 
haue any, and to fall mto-the hand of the Magiſtrate Holes 90” 
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boldneſle deſperately to expoſe themſclues to the manifeſt perill 
of their lives, to-the wrath of God, to the torments of hell , and 
to eternalldamnation-this is their boldncfle, and this is the De- 
uils hardinefle ; who is their Captayne and leader, but neither 
for his honour; northeirs. - And this ſeructh allo for the repre- 
henfion andtcrrour of other ſortes of reuengers,and ſuch as doe 
itby rayling, reuiling , clamours, falſe accuſations, threatnings, 
curfings,of any kinde of mahcious ſpeeches : and of them in like 
marmerwhoſ& hart :1re-imbittered, and wiſh much miſchiefe, 
thoughtheybefilentthrough feare,and ſay bura little : for God | 
doth hate ſuch as have bloudy mouthes, and bloudy harts, aſwel 
as thoſe which haue bloudy.handes. | 


. Verſ. 22, Diners waights are abhominationto the Lord, and 
_ deceitful balances are not good. 


D Tners Waights are abomination to the Lord, | The-Lord 
2 /'doeth hate the ſfinne- which is committed by makivg of 
oreater and ſmaller Waights and Meaſures, whereby men are. 
_ defrauded of theirright, and as he detefteth the finne, ſo will be 
plague the ſinner, and make. him taſte of his diſplealure, end 
decenfull Balances are not good. Balances by which men vie to 
deceiue, as being too little, or too great, or any way fraudulent, 
Are not good, neither be they allowed aslawfull and warranta- 
ble, but condemned as vniult and finfull, neitherdring they any 

rofirto thoſe that vie them, though for a time they ſceme 

ainefull vnto them , bur turne to-their hurt. and detriment, as 
at laſt they.ſhall find in their Etates,or Confſciences, See Chap- 


ter 11, verſe 1. 


Verſ.24. The ſteppes of man are of the Lord : And what doth 


a man wnacrſtand of his way ? 


Tm ſteppes of man are of the Lord,) The Lord by his proui- 
.& dence hath the appointment of the cogitations , purpoſes, 
actions, and ſpeeches of all men , together with the ſucceſſes, 
and euents of all that they deale in, their goings out, their com- 

; mings 
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mingsin, their mouings , and ſturrings are not by their owne ' 


firength, bur by the power and wil of the Almighty : a child that 
cannot goec alone, but is borne inarmes , hath not ſo much affi- 
Mancefrom the Nurce or keeper, to vphold him, or to.teach him 
how to goe; or ſet his foote forwards, as the wiſeſt, or firongeſ? 
receiueth.from God. And after a ſpeciall manner by his grace 
and ſpirit , he direReth and guideth the harts and wayes of his 


people for his owne ſeruices , and their ſaluation. eAnd what 


doth a man wnderſtand of his way? Who hath wiſdome and 
knowledge of himſelfe rightly to order his affairs, and to dil- . 


<cerne the effects and HMues of that which he taketh in hand, and 
to forc-ſee the thinges which-ſhall befall him? 


« God hath a pronident hand in the diſpoſinofall mens waies. - 


_Albeit many refuſe to obey his commandement,yet theycan- 
not choſe but-doc that which, he willeth, being conſtrained ther- 
toby the force of his power, though not perſwaded by the au. 
thority ofhis word. Jeremy was well affured of this, and there- 
-fore both ſpeaketh it confidently.to the Laxd himſelfe ; who 
.knoweth and teacheth the certainty thereof, and writeth the 
:fame for the vſe of his people, that they might receiue inftruQi- 


on and conſolation thereby. Q Lord, ſaith he , 7 know:that the Iero. verſ23. 


way of man ts not irhimſelfe , neither 1s it in man to walke or to die 
ett his keppes. get 
Is not this euident in the reſtraint. of the cruell, whole pur- 

. poſes and power ſceme to, conſpire together againſt the inno 
cent, the one in the {ight of ſenſe, being matchable with the 0. 
ther, and yet they can effe& nothing that may annoy or hurt 
them. Eſau in his owne quarrell minded to have done much a- 
' .gainſt /acob, and Balaars for hire to haue ſpoken mich againſt 
Iſrael, and yet nothing was done or ſaid bycither of them , bur 
that which was for the comfort of the parties againſt whom they 
.practiſed, And whence but from this commeth it , that mali- 
_cious men are made benefaRours to their enimies, and thoſe 


_whome they hate. As Pharao deteſting the Hebrewes,to traine ' 


vp Moſes an Hebrew and by whome the Hebrewes were to 
*haue deligerance : the e/£giptians retayning the Iſraelites to be 
.inriched by theirlabours, to giue away their goodes for the iy- 
| X riching 


Dot, 


De:t,23, V.2T, 


be publiſhed in the Cjtry, and'that in molt ſolemne manner, an 


vowed a vow vnto the Lord, deferrenat topay tt : for the Lord thy 
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riching ofthe Iſraelites : Haman (cnuying that meane office of 
a porter which Aordecat had , tharheſhould fo much as fit at 
the Kinges gate, yea malignimg{/his life, and'grieuingtharhe had 
ry being among men; ſolong, as tillthatdifmall day, when he 
'expeRed thar ar the furtheft both he', and-'all the other Fewes 
ſhould be flaine)to be a direRer', and'to giue aduife how Aſor- 


decay ſhould be dignifyed , how'the Kings fauourto him ſhould 


with his grcateft honour ? See Chap. 16: ver[. 9. 


Verl. 25. It is a ſnare for a man to denonr that which is ſant- 
fied, and after the yowes to call backe. 


T T # 2 ſnare fir aman, | This ſacriledge deſcribed in the words 

following, is paſſing dangerous, tending to the deſirtiftion'of 
the party commirting it , as the foode vnder the net, or within 
the compaſle of the grinne, doth to the {laughter of the Birdes, 
and the baitevpon the hooke to the death of the Fiſh, to dewour 


that which is ſanftified , to pervert thoſe thinges which are b 


Gods ordainance appointed for his ſeruices, from theright vie 
of them, to his owne priuate'gaine, and commodity. When this 
Scripture was written, diuers thinges were vnlawfullfor any to 
eatc, but for the Prieſtes and Leuites only,vnlefſe it were in caſe 
of neceſſity,as the ſhew bread;and ſundry oblations in the Tem- 
ple , and tithes, and'firſt fruits of trees, &c, Now he alludeth- 
trhereunto , and comprehendeth vnger theſe a!l other thinges of 
like vie , and deftinated tothe ſame maine end , to ferue tor his 
worſhip. And it is not only {innefull-and perilous co robbe God + 


| of thoſethinges which himſelfe doth challenge, or his feruaurtts 


bauc dedicatedto him,but to'detaine,or ſeeks to recouer againe 
that which our ſelues haue voluntarily conenanted with our lips, 
or harts'to giue-ynto him, or to any good vies. And therefore 
he faith, after the vowes to call backe, either to wiſh the vow vn- . 


made; or to with-hold the thing whichin hart hath beene vow- 


cd, or in ſpeech premiſed to him. S 
This God forbiddeth in his law , where he faith :[fthox haſt 


God. 


UVerſ.25. 
God will require t of thee , andit will be a ſne inthee; but if thou 
abſtameſt from vowing,t ſhallnot be a-ſame; N | 
© Sacrilegious perſons;.cannor.long proſper. | 
They may thriue apace; and inrich themſclues at firſt, as other 
ſinners doe by committing of other ſinnes, bur as all iniquity wil 
bring miſery art the laſt, ſo will this in a ſpeciall manner, and that 
to many with great ſpeede. eAchan had the gold and filuer 
which ſhould haue beene deliuered to the Lordes treaſury; bur 
he could not hold it: hegotit, but could norkeepe it : but loft: 
thereby his owne goedes, and ouer-turned his family, andfor- 
faited his life. | 
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lofh.7. 


eAnanias and Saphyra kept backe bnt apart of thatmoney: 4.5. 


which-of their owne accord, without compulſion or intreaty,: 
they profeſl: d to beſtow entirely ypon the Church; and for that, 
and their lyes wherewith they would haue-coucredit, we all 
know what a grieuous ftroke of death came vpon thern. 

Firſt,it is an vnworthy thing, and an heynous offence'to take- 
away ought,or with-hald any thing from him,to the hiaderance 


ofhis worſhippe, which giueth vs-our felues,- and all that wee' 


haue; which made vs,and keepeth vs,and feedeth vs: which be- 
ftoweth on vs life, lining, earth; heauen, Chri#, ſaluation, and 
whatſocner may make vs happy. 

. Secondly,this fearefull impiety is purſued with an-horrible 
cutſe,and alt they are ſubject tothe one;that fall into the other, 
how many,or great ſocuer they bez Te are curſed with a curſe, 
faith she Lord by Malachy : for ye hane ſpoiled me, enen this 
whole nation, | Kh | | 

Terrour for them that maintaine their owne eftares, by that 
which was allotted for the maintenance of the Miniſtery , and 

' cauſe a number of ſoules toflarue, through want, of ſpirituall 
foode, that their owne bellies may be pamperd with corporall 
food :and the Lord ſhall be defrauded ofhis ſeruice, rather then 
they will part with the prey which they haue gotten. And-in 
the ſame ranke are they, and ſubie@to the like danger, which 
doe not openly with a ftrong hand, ' but ſecretly with aHalſe 
hand bereaue the ſernants'of God' that labour in the worke of 
his Miniſtery, for the ſaluation of his people , of their wages: 
y X 2 . which 
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Tan.s5.4« \ 


156 PROVERBS. Chap. 20. 


which'vſe to-payſome for all,a little for much', ſcarce the one: 
halfe for the whole, or the worſt for the beſt , or by one meanes. 
or other,beguile them, Ifit be a crying ſinne( as byS.[ames his 
reffimony it is) to defeate mens hirelings of their pay”, which, 
haue reaped their fields,and hojpen to inne their corne , which 
ſerueth onely for the nouriſhment of the body, how can the: 
ſpoile of Gods harueſt-men be filent , and not crie alonde for! 
vengeance,when they that labour abour the foode of his peo- 
ples ſoules bedepriued of their ſlipend ? And how much better 
isthe behauiouror efiate of thoſe which conuert to their owne  - 
purſes,or vſcs,ſuch money or lands , as have beene bequeathed 
towards the reliefe of the poore,or for maintenance andrepaire 
of Churches,which are places mofi commodious for the afſem.: 
bly of corigtegations to the worſhip of God ? Let all theſe be-' 
thinke themſclues that they arc in a ſnare,though yer they fecle 
not themſelucs intangled : tull little know they how ſoone the: - 
cutſe may-workotheir ruine. —— | | 
Inftruction to ſuch as haue offended, to ſlay the plague wher.* 
unto they are ligblc,byſpeedy repentance and amendement.And-. 
that is both toacknowledge their faults vnto the Lord , and {5 
farre as they can to make {atis{aQion for the wrongs which they 
have done. Thus much, with an ouer'plus alſo, dooth God re-* 
quire in hislaw,euen of ſuch asvnknowingly, haue ſo offended, 
ſaying,IFany peffon tranſgrefle and ſinne through ignorance, by 
tnking-away things conſecrated t» the Lord , he ſball then bring for 
his-tr-ſpaſſe offring vnto the Lord a Ram without blemiſh ext of 
the flock with two ſheckels of fluer,by thy eſtimatio after theſhecket* 
of the S anttuary,for a treſpaſſe offering.So he ſhal reftorethat wher- 
in he-hath offended m taking away of the holy things,& ſhal pm the - 
fift part more therto , &'c.: Andlet Sabbath breakers alſo be ad- 
moniſhed to reforme their waies,though we declared not their 
perriybeforc:for they denonre that which is ſinlified: they abuſe * 
conſecrared time(which God hath fer apart from comman vſes- 
for his owne worſhip) to the fulfilling-of-their lufts, in ſerving » 
of their carnall pleaſures or profites. Finally it concerneth every - 
ma tobe warythat he grow not weary of well doing, as to re" 
<ah,or neg!cA,or grudgingly to performe his prumile made for 


CON. 7 


Verſ. 26; PROVERBS. 


uveth to fulfill them. His word pafſed:to manforſueh- 

is after a ſort in the nature of a vow made to God , who-willre= 
quite the performance of it : and it had beene ſafer for-them not 
to have ſpoken,thennotto be as good as their word': and nor: 
to haue begunneart all;rather then to leauc off with offence.The: 
aCmonition gijuen by Eccleſiaſtes is to.be receiued as > ns 
ther impertinent to this p6int, eſpecially in regard of the 


and equity of it, When thou haſt vowed a 10m to God faith he,de= Ecciigi2,h6* * 


re n0t to pay it: for he delighteth not in fooles : pay therefore that 
ba ha#t a4. It is better that thou ſhouldeſi not vow then that 
thouſhauldeſt vow,and not pay it. 651 


Verſe 26. of wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked ; and terneth- 


the Wheele oner them. -- 


Prudent Gouernour is in this ſentence compared to a skil-- 
"Afull Husbandman:: for as the Husbayvdman winnoweth'or 

fanneth the corne, to the end the. chafte-may be ſeucred fron 
the pure graine: ſoa Wiſe King, or yodly Magiſtrate ſcattereth' 
the wicked,breaketh the knot of drunkards ; eameſters, thecues, 
robbers,ſeditioas perſons,and other malefactors , and turneth:; 
the Wheele oner them, flicteth ſharpe puniſhments vpon: them, 
asthey vicd ia thoſ{ccountrits'to beate out the hard;corne with: 
a Cart whcele,as may appeare by the teſtimony of the Propher> 
1{aiah,who reſembling the Lords moderate and wiſe proceed-” 
ings to that courſe which the Threſher taketh in'dealing with 


his corne,ſaith : Fitches are not throſhed;with anironinſtrument951[2.28.27.28, 


nejther ſhalla Cart wheele be turned abowt 2/pon the enmmin', but” 
the Fitches are beaten out with a ſteffe,and cummw: with arodde. 
Bread corne when it is threſhed,ie doth not atwaies threſh, neyther' 
doth-the Wheele of his (, art fiull make a noſe neither will he breake! 
it with theteeth thereof. 1G: 1034 971 wil 5 
\ It is nocruelty for the Magiſtrate ſharpely topunifh-lewd and* 
difordered perſons,  emtieed 7 i922 17 8 

. Itis the worke, of a wiſe King ſo to doe, and commended as a 


Fruite of his. wiſedome, : Gods word requireth'ir ; and' the beth» 
Princes - * 


X 3 


157. 
contribution for merciful, or religious vies, when his hability ſer - 


Dott,*-- 


P,al.io1.8, 


2,SaMm1,16, 
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158 PROVERBS. (hap.20, 
Princes hauc laudablypraftifed it; yea they knew it to beſo 
netefſary xduety;thaviorhe ofthem- before they' eame to their 
Erownc;hate after aſorevowedto performe it, as D amid for 
exarpleavhen he ſaid, Betimes 'wilt I deftroy all the wicked of the 
land that 1'may cat off all the workers of iniquity from the Citre of 
the Lord. But who: was fo handled by him ? Vpon' whom did 
heexeare fucha puniſhment? Firſt, ypoh' the Meſſenger that 
brooght-limnewes of Sawrdeath (which might have ſeemed 
very acceptable to him)rorthat he confeſſed him(elfe ro have » 
hand-in the killing of kim and afterwards vpon” Baanah and' 
Rechab ,, who-brought him newes 'of the death of Z/>boſheth, 
whom they had murthered : now' ettety one of theſe thought 
to gratifie As expecteda reward from him, for certifying 
him that his enemies were flaine; andthe Kitfotome was'come 
into his hands,and therefore he that would nit ſpate them,ju all 
likelihood would be as ſcuere againſt others that were as bad as 
they: - ::; 7 45790) It el TUGNTHIRLA INDHHTT Ac 
Lift, the Lord therighteous Judge of 'all theworld, by his 
moſtrightcous hw commaundeth that fitmeful men ſhoutdbe' 
ſharply.-puniſhed, and appointethidedth for murders, adulterics, 
rapes ,: execrable blaſphemies ,-conteimpt of Gouernours', and 
mauyothertranfpreſſions. Now'ifit be craeltyfor his Miniſters 
of juſtice to-execure'it;,thow'ſhallkenorbecructtthat dothin> 
1oyne themto docit ? And is it poſhibleffor the fountameofmer-" 
cy and inſtice , whois alſo juſtice and mercy it ſelfe to'be come 
mercilefle, vriuftand cruell ? 
; Secondly,.due and welt ſeafoned ſeuerity towardes grofſe and 


. open. offendours,, is vſcfull and profitable inſindry reſpeRs : it 


may be a medicinefor the curing of the harts of the parties de- 
linquent , to helpe them-to humiliation and repentance : it may 
be a terrour ro others which know their offences, and behold ot 
heare of therrpunifhment., to preſerue', orreclaime them from 
the like diflolute behauiour: andit will be a meanes to cleare the 


Magiſtrate by whome they are correRed,, and the Country or 


. placewherein they are ſmitten , from the guikinefle of their e- 


normous fa&ts;>Andffor this cauſe conternptuous and refracta 
perſous, ſuch as delþiſe the authority of thoſe whomeGod park 


inue.. 


Verſetb, PROVERBS , * 39 
inveſted with lis anthoriry,are bythe ntence of cle Libud Hiim- 


{elſe condetnned:to-death./Dhet rarnthet will daoproſmrphnonſy, Dext.t7- 12.13, 


not hearkening tarthe: Pricſt(that Nandeth before whe: Lord thy 
Godito mwniferiltere.) oniumenba lmge © 1het met ſhe and 
thoinfoaltitakg.ameyewll frennTfrich; fro all toe people ihe Fr, 
and feare,and toe ud nie prefrupiptuaufhis ob nos bone anal 2 

Reproofe of them which-either hmdetthe-proceeding. of -u- 


. 
* 


Nice and iudgement againſt malefaftours, though deſperately a 


Rgtorions; Or elſe exclaime when. &:isduly.exeanted; They will 
labour with the Magiſtrate to\keepe: tus Swart bf authority 
ſheathed, eſpecially that gracelefle wretches be not cut off by it, 


or elſe they will draw ourttheir {wordes:ofmalice, theirfalfeand 


clamoronstongues, and firike athim.therewith: As wham will 
they. ſpare, which feare not. to chargeithe Kwges Maicliy.with 
tyrannie againfi thoſe, who traitereufly hene:foughthis defity- 
ction wich-the viter ftubuerſion-of his eflate, family andiing- 
dome ,notwith(ianding his lehity,andunildnefle towardes them ? 
And what be: the arguments-which are.commonaly vied forthe 
impunity of ſuch as haue-made themſeles men of death. ,.and 
forfaited their liues into the handes, 'ofrhe ruler; 218.35 pity,he 
ſhould lufter, be is aproper man; a;perſouable man. ;-he-hath/a 
vogd wit, or.is of good parentage :.0ne may ſooner-caRkaway;a 
man then make a man : it is extreame dealing to vigethe.rigour 
of the law, and-to depriue aman of his lite, But is.itnat pitty 
that proper men-{hould {poile-profitable men ?. that duchias are 
witty,, or of good parentage ſhould be ſpared torobbegpr kill 
thoſe that are honeſt, and hane good graces ? The taking.away 
of bloudy:mef\ by iuſtice, is not-the calling away,of a.man,, but : 
the preſeruation of man-kinde- : neither is ivfrom therigour of 
_ Gods law, or: mans,-but. {rom the: equity-and xrug meaning of 
both, aid Fett els e2altle hnnel-oveie hah 
Secondly, and-therefore alſo it ferueth for the incouragement 
of Princes and good Judges, and other righteous Magittrates-zo 
harten thenaſelues, and-net.to:be-troubled-at hbels-,.ans = 
rings,orany ſeditiousinuectuesthataremadeagainft themeby 
word, or' writing for this: cout}; for he -cthas, dguh-gonmngnd 
them, will likewite defend them-3:2ndhe that {aighyghey be.wie 
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; of their eftates;and of their honours, whatſoruer isplotted, at.. 


_* "ogneyen againſttheri; ifthey will be fairhfullin his 
free is is nor the leaſtpart)ro fanne the chafſe from 


his Corne,and weede thenettlesQur of his Garden, and free his 
flocke from hurtfull Wokues and Foxes. 


Verſe. 27. The light of the Lord is the: breath of man , and 
 ſearcheth all the bowvels of the belly, F EEE: 


__ light of the Lord , chat grace which out ofhis loue, he 
;& worketh by his word, &infuſeth by his ſpirit, zr the breath 
of man,thevery life and felicity of a Godly man, and ſearcheth ail 
-the bowells sf the belly ; findeth out moſtdeepe and ſecret things: 
-it cauſeth him to know the hidden counſells of God, and the 
"ſtate ofhis owneſoule ; for as-the word is a diſcerner of the 


 -rhonghts , and intents of the: heart, lo itinformeth the man in 


whomitdwelleth with the Nature and qualitic of the ſame, thar 
- he may iudge himſelfe with righteous judgement, diſcouering 
 hiscorruptioris to becorruptions, and his graces to be graces, 
that he ſhall neither approoue of the one ſort as if they were 
vertues,nor condemne the other for illufions:or at leaſi(though 
- ſometimes Gods children in temptations do faile on both ſides) 
yet they be eaſily reduced from their errourbythe miniftery of 
: the word,or by wholeſome conference with Gadly Chriſtians: 
-whereas the hearts of the wicked wanting this light, are like 
darke Chambers locked vp from themſclues, that they could ne- 
verlopke into them(for the word which wee tranſlate bowells, 


_ doethfignifie Chambers)and they doe with no more ſound vn-. . 


derfiandiog apprehend, cither the miſteries of ſaluation, or the 
conſtitution of their owne ſouls,then with their bodily eye they 
can ſee what is in theirintrailes and belly, | 


© -Fhat onely is to be eſteemed a life which is fanQified with 


Foe... 4 np man may eate,afnd drinke, and walke, and-ſ{cepe, and 


e,dnd hauethe vſc of all his ſenſcs,and yet beall this while 
a dead corpes through the want of Gods holyſpirit, Saint Pamle - 
| giueth 


|. 


Chez, 
will makt them appeare tobee ſo, by the good effeR of their 
' -wiſedealing. He will vndertake the prorection of their perſons, 


Verſe 27. " PROVERBS. 167 


giueth that teſtimony of volaptuous perſons, who makeſhewe 
to be aliue, and aliue like;and of all others ſeeme moſt tor inioy 
the benefite of life: and that which by occaſion is ſpoken of one 


ſexc,is true of both whenthe ſaith, :She that [tneth in pleaſmre 1s 1.Tim.y.6. 


dead while ſhe lineth, And what on the contrary fide hath hee to 
{ay for that /ight of Ged,that quickning grace which is inthe re- 


generate?T bus 1 blk not I now but { briſt lineth inme,and in Gal.2.20, 


that I now line mthe fleſb,T line by faith in the Son of God who hath 
loued me,and ginen himſelfe for me. | | 
Firſt, finne where it hath dominion,doth ſlay the foule,and 


bringeth it not onely into the ſubieQion , bur alſo the poſſeſſion - 


ofdeath,though the torment of it be referred for the world to 
come,for wholocuer ſhall be condemned before the iudgement 
ſeate of Chriſt, was condemnable and receiued ſentence of con- 
Cemnation by the word of God , before his departure hence, 
and here is the execution of the firſt death, and there of the ſe- 
cond : Thecurſetakertiheld andikilleth, ſo ſoone as the tranſ- 
orefſion is committed,as was the caſe of our firſtparents, whom 


Reef, 


Is 


God threatned that they ſhould die in the day that they eate of the Grn1.17 7 


forbidden fruit : and ſo they did : for although the ſoule was not 
then taken away,nor depriued of the naturall faculties, yet was 
it ſo deformed, and'the naturall powers of it ſo corrupted, as 
that they were both dead perſons,til the Lord by the promiſe of 
{brif,the ſeede of the woman, reſtored them, | ink 
Secondly,where God ſheweth his love , and beſtoweth his 
ſpirit,there he quickneth their ſoules , and giueth them a part in 
the firſt reſurreRion : hee illuminateth their mindes, hee gouer- 
acth their wills, he ſanRifieth their affefions, he direReth their 
deedes,he guideth their wordes, he frameth all the good moti- 
ons of the inward man, and the Chriſtian conuerſation of the 
outward man: ſothat for their preſent helpe and comfort, and 
their future hope and happineſle;he is all inall vnto them, - 
Inſtruction aboue, all thinges to ſeeke it, becauſeis is better 
then all things,and without which our breath, and very ſoules 
were not onely nothing worth, but accurſed, and miſerable, and 
2 thouſand times worſe then nothing. | : 
TORS | Y | FE Con- 
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Confolationto every one that hath obtained it , wharſoruer 
bis eftate, and condition bee otherwiſe ; for hee may truely fay 
with that Prophet, Thy loning kindneſſe is better then life, that my 
lips may praiſe thee, When the natural life is afflicted, this'is cheer- 
full,and will reuiue it with comfort : when the naturall brearh is 
indangercd,this is fafe,and will alſo be a defence for that : when 
the naturall breath.is departed,this ſtill remaineth, and in time 
will attaine the reſtitution of that againe. | 
E Where God worketh grace, healſo giueth knowledge and 
ynderſianding. | 
His ſpirit is not pleaſed to dwellin adarke habitation, ſuch a 
roome is fitfor Satan,the deuill.is the Prince of darkenefle : bur 
the Lord doth cuer kindle a light in the ſoulesof thoſe whom he- 
doth inhabitc,that they ſhall 74 his preſence, and know his wil, 


' andbe made acquainted with his heauenly counſells, The cer. | 


Pſal.25 14. 


ler.31.33-34» 
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Epbezt8.79, 


tainty hereof is grounded vpon his owne owneteſtimony in the 
Pfalme, where he faith, T he ſecret af the Lord zereueiled to thens 
that feare him :and it is hs conenant to gine them wnderſtanding.. 
and ypon his promiſc in the Prophet : / well put my law in their 
r_cnd write it in their hearts: and they ſhall allknow me' 
from the leſt of them to the greateſt of them ſaith the Lord and vp. 
on the large accompliſhment thereof in the new teflament , as 
2s Saint Pawle Witneſleth : The thimgs which eye hath not ſcenc, 
neither eare hath heard;xneither came into mans heart, are, which 
God bath prepared far thems that loue him. But God bath reneiled: 
them to viby his ſpirit : far the ſpirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the 
e things. of Gad.. 
ee hedeclareth-his loue and goednefſe , which hee 
would baue cuery one of his to be afluredof, that they may haue 
thcirreioycing in him,and be rhe-mace thankefull ro him:which 
cauſed the Apoſtle to pray 1o ardently for the Epheſians, that 
they maybe ableto comprehend with all Saints what is the breadth, 
arndieugth avd depth and height : aud ito know the lone of ( hrift, 
-—* Yeni knowledge , that they might be filled with all fulneſſe 


Secondly, withoutthis no man can pesforme any good duey -{ 
od. 


Chap.zo, 
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Verſe.29. 
_ Godinduemanner, ſowellas our feruants can doe our moſt 
difficult workes,inthe darkeſt nights, without any: light : and 
therefore if we at our charges allowe Candle to: them that be- 
long to vs, for meere trifles in. compariſor of his waighty' ſer- 


vices, will not he make his Sunne to ſhine vypon thoſe that 1a- 
bour for his glory,fithence'it is ſo cafie for hinzto cauſe it, with- 
out expenſes? : 

Thirdly,the way-wherein hee hath appointed his' people to 
walke towards eternal blefſednefſe, is ſointricateand hard to:be 


found and kept,that no man can poſſibly attaine to:it,or proc 


init,vnleſſe his word'be their lanthorne,andkis-ſpirit their lea- 


der?Sec Chap. 9.verſe.1o. 


. Verſe:23 <IHerey and temth preſerne the King: for h:is throne 
ſhallbeeftabliſhed with mercy. — 


Ipitty and'c fion'ttowardsfuch as are 4 
.Y. Son 009 lunlep rowards penitent _—_ 
and benignity and kindnes,lofarass ſerueth toſhew 
the ſame, towards all loyallſubieRs:and truth, adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, whereby cucry one hathhisdue : good men, incoutage- 
ment : enill men;correRion-: and'all men the inioyment of thoſe 
things whichare their own ,and by right appertaine vnto then: 
preſeruz the King procure the ſafery of y_—y ftate,andhonour, 
both of Dm all other great perſonages in authority: for 
his throne,his kingly dignity and power,whereof the throne is a 
ſigne'and repreſcntation:, ſhall bee" eftabbſhed”, made the more 
ſure;and continued the longer to' himſelfeor his: poſterity: , by 
mercy , aſſociated with trueth and righteouſnefle : for as here 
heexpreſſeth that,andintetiderhthe* other, ſo'cliewlicre heeex. 
preſſeth the other, and tharis intended; as Chap. 16.v.12. It i#.ar; 
abomination for Kings to condwitte” wickeaneſſe: for the throne is 
eftabliſhed by inflict. ih | | . 

C The beft wiy' for Princesro eonfirme and firengthentheres 
ſclues,is to be good to their ſybieCts; | Nope chi't 

' This did Danidforcthinkeof;wherrheknew'/thar he ſhould 


Fs; be 
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be King,before he poſſeſſed the ſcepter ofthe Kingdome : and 


+ therefore doth couenant with God, and conclude with his 


owne heart, that when he ſhould ſit vpon the throne, he would 
-gouerne his people ir-ſuch vprightneſle, as he,and his might fitte 
a longtime vpon'it: andthis profeſſion he maketh heereof : [ 


 woll ſong mercy and tudgement:wnto thee O Lorawill I ſing. And 


there is another ſentence of this booke, that conſenteth with 
this in ſenſe direQly, afid with no great difference of wordes, 


- which manifeſtly confirmeth the point in hand : e1 King that 


indgeth the poore in truth his throneſhall be eftablſhed for encr, 
Firſt, God exalteth,and depreſſeth, he ſerteth vp,and pluckerh 


* downe,he maketh men to ſtand faſt,or.to fall from their places, 


according to his owne will: and are not righteous rulers then 
-fure of beftproteQion, who do him beſt ſeruice,and moi pleaſe 


him in their gouernment? _ | os 
Secondly,no might,or munition,no Warlike skill, or .armes, 


 . or wharſocuer elſe may ſeeme defenſiue,are of ſuch force for the 


afegard of any potentate,as are the” hearty and feruent prayers 
of the faithfull : and what vpright and mercifull gouernour is 
not cucry where contin vally inuironed with them? 

-  Fhirdly,the Lord out of his goodnes,in loue ta his people;wil 
vphold and defend a worthy ruler,as he that is prouident for his 
flocke,will keepe and maintaine a skilfull and fairhfull ſheepe. 
heard, See other proofes, reaſons andthe vies, in the ſixteenth 


'Chapter.v.12. 


Verle, 29. 'T he gloty of young mex is their ſtrength and the ho- 
2087 of the aged is the grayhead. Ws 


Tz eglory of the young is their firength,) It is an ornament vn« 
"to them,and praiſe for them to be firong,valiant,and full of 
2gility and courage, if they vſe theſe gifes: wel,and exerciſe them 


profitably in their callings, and for the good of the. common 


wealth wherein they line : for otherwiſeaf they bee boiftcrous, 
violent,and giuen tofighting and quarrelling,cſpecially, if my 
imbolden'themſclucs therewith,to robberies, or ſach like vil- 


lavies,... 


Verſ.28. 


the ftrength of preat Beares, or other wilde beaſts' which 
are-noyſome and hurtfull : GoHiah, and Og, and' the eAna- 
kimss, and other Gyants were tallmen ,yea huge and flrong, 
and yet are neither praiſe worthy,nor praiſed: and the ho- 
nourof the aged is the grayhead,the white haires which pub- 
lh their aunciency, and the multitude of yeares which 
they haue liued,doe bring credite and reuerence vnto them, 
ſo that they be garniſhed with grauity, wifdome,and other 
yertues, asitisfayed, Old age is acrowne of Glory, whewit is 
found in the way of righteonſneſſe.Chap.16:v.3 1. - 
« Goddothadorne men with ſeuerall giftes according to 
the diuerfity of their conditions, | E ORUTES: 3 
Some are decked with indgement, and wiſedome, ſome 
arearmed with fortitude and power, ſome excell in one 
grace, and ſome in another, / haxe written wnto you fathers, 
hs, Tohn,becanſe ye hane knowne him that is from the be- 
inning. 1 haue written untoyou young men, becauſe ye are 


ſtrong, and the word of God abideth in you,and ye hane oner- 


Some that wicked one. And as ſeuerall ages haue their ſeuerall. 


ornaments for them- that are Godly , fo hane feuerall 
Nates:or-at leaſt the Eord doth qualifie his people with ver- 
rues and graces,ſfuch as are fit for their weaker eſtates: and 
therefore Saint Zames incourageth the brother of lowe degree 


to reroyce in that he is exalted:agame him that ts rich ,in that Tm. uo; 


he is made lowe, That poore Chriſtians ſhold comfort them- 
ſcjues,intheir ſpirituall promotion;and the wealthy in theic 
gratious humiliation,-* ' : | | 

Firſt, thereby the Lord doorh ſet forth the riches of his 
goodnefle and power, who hath ſuch choife of robes in his 
Wardroppe to cloath his children ,'and of jewels toadorne 
them;thathe can decke ſo many; :yea all-and everyone of 
them, iF-neede werewith different forts, 0 

Secondly,itis expedient for the common goodboth 'of 
Church and Common-wealtty, for the p 
Rianity, and the preſeruation of tnunane ſociety; that there 
w_ Y 3 Should 
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260 - Chap.26 
ſhould hevwiary of gifts among men, and ſome to excell in 


" onekinde, and ſome in another, - It was commodious for 


1{rael that Dasid was puifſant', warkke , and viQorious 2- 
gainſthis enemics: that God had girded him with: ft 
to-battell.and taught his hands.to fight: fo that be could breake 
a Bow of Braſſewith bis armes.: Andit was a greatbenefite 
tathem that Salon was wiſe; wealthy, andpeaceable,and 
freed the land from warres-and-troubles, S.. Pan{ beſtowed 
well neare a whole Chapter.in this Argument, to-the Corin- 
thiansia declaning ,and. proouing,, and amplifying of the - 
matter, 7a one({aith he)s gjwenthe-word of Hiſedome.to an. _ 
othor the woraes of Kvewledsy F0:another the gifts of Healing, 
to another dinerſities of tongues. : ſome ave-eApoilltsſome are 
Prophets, ſome Feathers ſome workgrs- of. miracles, ſome hel- 
pars, ſome Gonernonrs fc. | 

Inftruion that no man be proude and; high+minded;for 
ought that he hath in-bimſelfe,more then-his- bretliren;ney- 
ther. yet repince,os be diſcouragedatthe gifts. of his brethren 
beyond his-owne :for no man excelethas chiefe: and-prin- 
cipall in euery faculty,burt be that taketh: place beforc allin 
fome things, muſt be content to-giue place, and: come be- 
hinde many.in-other things, Thecye:is| honoured with-thar 
neceſſary and-noble ſenſcoffecirg, and-ſo is: the care with 
that-worthy.and.needfull ſenſc-ob hearing, and the noſe is 
preferred before them-both, in-thar: profitable and vicfull 
ſenſe of imelling, And likewiſe is each member apparelled 
anddecked:with ſuch: veſtures: and: ornaments. as are. moſt 
ſcemely for it,and proper vntoit : the hand 'requireth- not 
ſhoves,as the foote dothi, nor the foot needeth gloues asthe 


* hand :doth:;aigarteris vncomely about thenecke, andſo is 


achaineaboutthe legge. If the members then- of the na- 
wrallbedy.efmanibe ſatisfiedwiththoſe induments, which 
nature hath allotted vnto them; and doc willingly yeelde-to 
their fellow-members,that- which belongeth vnto them,and 
inloueaneto anctherand fortheirownefake , helpe to in- 
vellthemyithche ſame ; why ſhould; the: members ofthe 


[5 ft ; my=- 


Verſe 36. 


ments , wherewithgrace hath qualified them,or difdain that © 


their fellow brethren ſheuld'in any refpe&t be made equall 


orſ{uperiour to them, when-it is for'the publique good of 
many? Let pongnens therfoze, howfreſhinwit ry: 
| foeuer they be, yet honour,and not deſpiſe theancient, who: 


by long experience and obſeruation are of | 
and better able to-giue counſell, though they be-w Fin 
body,and haue defe&ts in their ſenſes 2and/lertbeapedgiue 
countenance and good encouragementto-them of younger 
yeares,ifthey.be honeſt and vertuous,, and.not fcorne them 
as greene heads,and ynskilfull, if be ingenuous and: 
teachable:for albeit they hauelefle rianding to-ſpecake 


and-giue direRion, yet they may.haue greater pomernoges- | 


Riſe, and put matters in execution: as the one ſort-will 

| for theeyes. and tongues of the Common-wealth ,2o finde 

eut,and declare what is-meete to be done, ſo will-the other 

for feete and handes to goetotheplaces whither they ſhall: 

w pg to performe the ſcruices whereunto they thall: 
e called. 


Verſe 30. T he blewneſſe of the wound ſerneth to prerge he. 
evell, and the ſtripes within the bowels of the belle. | 


Fx e blewneſſe of the wound, | ſharpe correQtions: and fe- 
vere puniſhments which are argued bythe offets, or: 
fignes thereof, ſerweth to purge the ewll, is the -ordinance'of 
God,together with rebukes and infiruftions;to draw diners 
r{ons that will not otherwiſe be reclaimed out of their: 
| organ the ſtripes within the bowels of the belly, ſuchtrokes 
as pierce inwardly,& make the heart ro ake:nottharimcha»- 
fiſing jtislawfull to Ririke ſo bard, or fo-much;or-to-vſt ſuch 
rods,or ſcourges as will pierce into the iotrailes:forthar 
wereto indanger hfe,and topur:to death, but bee'ſhewerh 
the manner how the etl] is cured; where the correRtion ta-: 
keth good <ffcRthatir eneth incothe wward parts; _ 
| ax ar 
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= 
Qeth. the ſoule with ſorrow and feare , 'and not onely 
the body with paine and iſmarte : thar the minde isno 


_ "Tefietouched withirt then the fleſh. In this ſenſe was the. 
| fame word vſedin the ſeuen and twentieth verſe , The light 
. of the Lordſearchethinto the bowels,or chambers of the belly. 


- Severe correQionsare ſometimes to be yied, 25 good 
medicines againſt great ſinnes. I = 

' Theſeareto beinflifted by all ſorts of Gouernours ; Ec- 
clefiafticall, Cinill, and Domefticali , but in ſuch different 
manner,as the diuerfity of their places,and callings doth re-. 
quire. Saint /zde doth dire&the Church, as to hawe com- 
paſion on ſome,and winne them with lenity and mildenefſle, 
ſoto /axc others with ftare, and with her ſharpe cenſures to 
plucke them ont of the fire. And in the law, the Magiſtrate was | 


 preſcribed,thatifthe offender were worthy to" bee beaten, hee 


ſhould cauſe him tolie down, & to be beaten before his face,as- 

cording to his treſpafſe,unto a certame number. Fortie ſtripes 
he-might cauſe him to hane,but not paſt. Andas touching pa- 
rents and ſuch as rule in families, we ſhall not neede topro- 
duce any teſtimonies, hauing in the former chapters in ſun- 
dry places met with texts for that purpoſe, 

 ; Firft,the Lord hathin his ordinance-appointed the ſame 
for a helpe and remedy againſt firong corruptions ,& they 
are as potions, launcing,letting of blood, and cauterizing 
from him.and therefore they to whomir apperteyncth , are ' 
inioyned to exerciſe themas his hands for thoſe purpoſes, 

. Secondly, he-giuetha bleſſing thereto in due time,for the 
ſauing of the ſoules, and amendment of the wayes of his E- 
le&people, ſo cenſured, orpuntſhed :as was to be ſeene in 
the ipceſtuousperſon, ypon whom SF, Paul required tobe 
layd-that fearefull penalty of excommunication , that he 
ſhould be del/mered oner to Sathan , and excluded out of the 
Church, vatill he repented. It appeareth that he was wake- 
ned thereby, that he was terrified with feare , that he was 
pearced with ſorrow : for the Apoſtle afterwards informeth 

. the (orathians, that it was ſufficient for him that he was rebu- 
pa 5 | ked. 
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hed of many : Sothat contrariwiſe they anght rather to 


- him, and comfort has, leaſt the ſame ſhould be ſwallewe ”* -65m 
with oner-much heanineſſe. And for corporall puniſhment, .. 
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| why maynotthe Maſter expeRtthe famebleſſing pon for | 


his {eruant, and the Magiſtrate fothis ſubie&, w 


child © if thou ſmite himwith the rodde he ſhall not dye. Thou 
ſhalt ſmite him with the rodde , and ſhalt deliner his ſoule from 
belt: og nikon nt ht | x 

Thirdly , howſoeuer the worke of corretion be ynplea- 
fant for the preſent, both for him that-is driven to giue it, 
and to him that is compelled to beare it, the one doing that 
which he thinketh tobe tedious, and the other ſuffering 
that which he feeleth to be painefull, yerin the end they ſhal 
both find comfort, if they yeeld abedience to the Lord ther- 
in: for as the agent and ſuperiour hath dane the duty ofloue, 
and ſhewed himlelte faithfully fo ſhallthe patient and infe- 
riour inioy and \—ries Sp benefit.'o | 
and ſhew himſelfe thankefull. Such an happy ſucceſle. on 
both fides doth the Prophet Zachary ſpeake of, for the re- 
forming of falſe Prophets, and inſufficient Minifters, ſaying. 


When any ſhall yet prophecy , his Father and Mother that: be- Zach.13.v. 


gate him , ſhall ſay vnto him, thou ſhalt not line : fir thou pro- 
phecyeſt lyes in the Lord ©: and his Father and his Mathert hat 
beg ate hins, ſhall thruſt him throughwhen he prophecyeth. And 
in that day ſhal the Prophets be aſhamed eniery ane. of bis viſion, 
when he hath prophecyed , nether ſhall they weare a gh gar- 
ment to deceine, But he ſhall ſay , I ans uo Prophet : 1 ans au 
hnsband-ma : for 


auth vp; «And one ſball ſay vnto him, what are the 
__ Ah handes ? Then foal be enfwere ”, 
wounded in the houſe of my friendes. bes 
Inftrucion-to them to whome is committed the office of 
Gouernment, thar they exer ce diſcipline as wiſe Philitions 
whol 
ſom (=p) 


miniſter phyſicke , when tis needfuli ; that which is 
| We | 


ſucha kindnefle, 


, thuwas 1 «+ | 
 . Io 


ichthe Fa- ' * 
ther hath a promiſe of , for-his Sonne,, it being annexed to a. 


- Precept in this manner : Fith-hol/d not correttion from the Prover.23 0.03. 
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_ tows { muchas is requiſice,andinſuch manner asmay beftt 
> helperhe working dorms corre&but crasmay belt 
=; avftcaulc, nor any othcr perſons, but ſuch as are infaule;#or 
-”.  krisas great an injury to infliEtpuniſhment cmbrtarecy 
—. cent, andſuch asare guiklefl& asitisan abſurdity ro apply a 
xorrofiue;orlauncing knife tothe ſound and whole parts of 
Progr anmas. the body; Surely'it i3 not  goodro condemmnethe int, nor that * 
+Privices ſhould: fmite ſuch Say XS Andascareis tobe had 
that the iuſt be not pun becau ſe that were to-make a 


we He alwaics: propoed, ad: ation arid-i 
wie ; wee to heale his ſinnefull hart thar doth offerid/then 
to cafe his wrathfull flomacke that is offended;, And Het 
_themalfo be aqmoniſhed;whsſevicers of vicious behaui- 
. ouraretobetemed with therodde ofcorreion,; ;tharthey 


Hake nor the ourwand application of fripes,:or orher pu- ; 
_niſhments:to be ſufficient for their c rage (a -homours -. 7 
_  :thatdoefectetheir ſores, doe ifſue from: - en earn 3% 

© * oevertheir faults be, and therefore-they” 


©. Sorrow, andhumiliation' lyed inwa ywntothe 
-.12. 5 2elle-all the. irokes that light vpon! theirbodi « will doe 
more hurt to conuince them of obſtinacy, then worke any 
good for their amendment, And fo after man hath done 
_ .chaftiſements, they prouoke' God to beginne- with + |. 
wes, andcurſes : andthen theic bodily-paine AIG 
-madenotbettervſc of, will be3foregoer of their 
mages om. vehich' they ſhall -neuet bee del ery 
Happy ereone is he thar ſtrikethchis hart with Godly: in- 
ternall griefe orfeare;, when God-or Man-doth fmite his 
fleſh;,.with externall afflitions or ſourges': fot that ſhore: 
| and momentary ſmartand open? ismadeameanes of bis: 
+, + *  Tenocation, and OTE his ror arr comfort 
| _— . andblefledneſle; 
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